EDITORIAL

Beloved

Humanly speaking the church suffered a great
loss on January 26, 2012 when Dr. Boushra
Mikhael was called home to be with the Lord.
His obituary as it appeared in two major
Canadian newspapers and an Arabic paper in
Egypt is reproduced here.
Dr. Mikhael was a valued committee member
and contributor to Counsel Magazine and his
help will be missed greatly. Those who sat
under his ministry got to know a man who
walked with the Lord. He had a tremendous
grasp of scripture and took us always to the
Person of Christ. He not only knew Christ but
lived Him and was a living example of Paul’s
reason for living, ‘For to me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain.’ (Philippians 1:21).
It was this unyielding defense of the honour of
Christ which displayed itself in not only careful
thinking about the Lord, but in a Christlike
spirit extended to all. He always began by
addressing an audience as, ‘Beloved’. This
expression of love for all believers endeared
him to many.
In this issue of Counsel we print an excerpt from
his last major writing project. This editor had
the privilege of sitting with him in his hospital
room going over the final draft a few weeks
before his homecall. On the day of his departure
the book was released to the printer. ‘The
Desire of All Nations’ is a study of the Person
of Christ, a fitting and triumphant conclusion
to a life lived for his Saviour. Brother Mikhael
finished well.
Our brother ’s life is a challenge to all of us. We
are to use our God given abilities for the glory
of Christ and pour out our lives for Him. We
have an obligation to the younger generation
to give them a living example. Paul wrote, ‘Be
ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.’ (1
Corinthians 11:1). Dr. Mikhael was one of those
who proved this is entirely possible in this day.
His family asked me to extend to Counsel
readers their appreciation for the outpouring of
love and sympathy extended to them from all
over the world. Individual acknowledgements
would be impossible due to the sheer volume of
messages received.

Brian Gunning
St. Catharines, Ontario
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Obituary
Boushra Riad Mikhael MD FRCS(Eng) FRCS(C)

June 2, 1936 – January 26, 2012
“Whose faith follow…” Hebrews 13:7
Peacefully and into the arms of his dear Lord, Boushra Riad
Mikhael, age 75, passed on January 26th, 2012 after a courageous
battle against colon cancer, and with his family at his side.
Husband of Dr. Nadia Mikhael (nee Tadros), his life partner and
true love, married for nearly 48 years. He was the role model
and anchor to his two sons, Dr. Sam Mikhael and Dr. Joseph
Mikhael. Loving father-in-law to Patti (nee Lowe) and Heather
(nee Krauss). Adored by his three beautiful granddaughters,
Annie, Alyssa and Katie, who knew him as “Doo”.
Cherished brother to Noshi (Coleen), Mahabba (Fathi Makar)
and Ragi (Salwa). Predeceased by brothers Ramzy (Soraya)
and Seinot and sisters Emily (Karim Gabrail), Kokab (Karim
Gabrail) and Olga (Louise Bushra). Brother-in law to Monib
Tadros (Sarah), beloved uncle of Ralph Mikhael & siblings,
Nabil Noshi & siblings, Rafik Bushra & siblings, Yousry Gabrail
& siblings, Mawhoub Makar & siblings, Bassem and Reem
Mikhael, and Haidy & Sherif Tadros. Deeply loved and already
missed by innumerable other family members worldwide.
Boushra was born in Assyout, Egypt, to Riad and Labiba
Mikhael, the tenth of eleven siblings. He attended medical
school in Cairo. He and Nadia were married on July 25th, 1964.
He trained as a Urologist in London, England at the Institute
of Urology, and in 1970, with Nadia and four year old Sam,
he moved to Ottawa, Canada, where the family expanded
to include Joe in 1971. He worked tirelessly as an adult and
pediatric urologist at the Queensway Carleton Hospital and the
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario for 30 years. He was an
Assistant Professor of Surgery at the University of Ottawa, and
an examiner for the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Canada. He retired as Chief of Urology at the Queensway,
having cared for thousands of patients, trained hundreds of
students and served the medical community with outstanding
surgical expertise and tenderness.
His life was dedicated to his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
He was an elder at Rideauview Bible Chapel for over 25
years, was an itinerant Bible Teacher, and held hundreds of
home Bible studies. The Mikhael house was known for its
wonderful and delicious hospitality, serving as regular respite
and strength for its guests. He was truly a teacher of teachers
having memorized vast portions of the Bible; he had a grasp
of the Word of God like very few and was always willing to
instruct and encourage. He spent countless hours preaching,
teaching, praying and counseling. He was commended into
the fulltime work of the Lord immediately after his retirement
from medicine and traveled the world serving the Lord. He
was deeply committed to conference and camp ministries – he
was the Chair of the Board of Galilee Bible Camp and board
member of Counsel Magazine, the Ontario Workers & Elders
Conference and the Rise up International Conferences. He was
also a prolific author on many biblical topics, culminating in his
book “The Desire of All Nations”, completed in the final weeks
of his life, giving glory to The One he loved.
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Christ in the
“And beginning at Moses and
all the prophets, he expounded
unto them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself.” Luke
24:27.
One of the greatest proofs
of the inspiration of the
scripture lies in the realm of
fulfilled prophecy. Indeed
there is indisputable and
overwhelming evidence in
scripture that the Old Testament
prophets spoke with divinely
given accuracy concerning
events that were yet to come
in their day. Human history
itself testifies to the fact that
what these prophets foretold
has already been substantially
fulfilled, which gives us great
confidence that the things they
spoke about that still lie in the
future, will be likewise fulfilled
with pin-point accuracy.
When
we
speak
about
prophecy being fulfilled we
must remember that the death
penalty was to be exacted
from a prophet in Israel whose
prophecy was not accurate.
Duet 5:13 & 18:20-22. Hence
prophets would be reluctant
to speak unless they had
definitely received a word
from God. Dr. A. T. Pierson
has identified three things by
which prophecy can be tested:
• It must be such that no
human foresight could have
guessed it.
• The prophecy must be given
in sufficient detail to exclude
shrewd guesswork.
• There must be sufficient lapse
of time between the prophecy
and its fulfillment, to preclude
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the possibility of the prophet THE ETERNITY OF
affecting the result.
HIS BEING
It can be said with absolute
The book of Proverbs provides
certainty, that the prophets
us with an awesome view
of the Old Testament meet
of the pre-incarnate Christ.
all of the stringent criteria
Prov. 8:21-31. We learn that
that Dr. Pierson mentions.
Christ not only predated all of
Biblical prophecy is not to be
creation, but that
compared with the vague
He Himself was
and wild predictions of
the creator.
the horoscopes, astrology
or the crystal ball gazers Lamentations When we come to
the New Testament
of our day.
this
fact
is
We are dealing with
underscored time
God-given
predictions
and time again.
concerning the future,
John commences
whether
it
concerns
his
Gospel
by
persons, nations or world

Isaiah
Jeremiah

Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea

Joel

Amos Obadiah Jonah Micah Nahum Habakkuk

Zephaniah Haggai Zechariah Malachi Isaiah

Jeremiah Lamentations Ezekiel Daniel

Hosea Joel Amos Obadiah
events, and they have His J o n a h
presenting Christ

authority behind them.
Our subject in this study
is Christ in the prophets,
and considering the vast
amount of material that
is at our disposal, and
the time frame available,
our study will necessarily
be limited to what the
prophets had to say about
Christ in four different
spheres:
• The Eternity of His
Being
• The Incarnation
• His Perfect Servanthood
• His Coming Kingdom
and Glory

Son as the preM i c a h the
incarnate one, coNahum existent and co-

Habakkuk equal with God.
Zephaniah John 1:1. The writer
the Hebrews
H a g g a i to
also takes up this
Zechariah theme and begins
book with the
Malachi his
Eternal Son as the

Isaiah
Je r e m i a h

Lamentations

Ezekiel

Daniel
Hosea

Joel
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Amos

‘Brightness of God’s
glory, the express
image of His person,
and upholding all
things by the word of
His power.’ We can
say with the poet:
‘Veiled in flesh the
Godhead see, Hail,
Incarnate Deity.’

Isaiah 6 also affords us a unique
glimpse of the pr-incarnate
glory of Christ. Isaiah saw
him ‘....high and lifted up, and
His train filled the temple.’ Not
only so but the seraphim, these
unfallen creatures, were seen
to cover their feet and their
faces, and to be ceaseless in
their chant of worship - ‘Holy,
Holy, is the Lord of Hosts, all the
earth is filled with His glory.’
Such was the power of the
glory of God in that Holy place
that the pillars of the house
were shaken and the house
was filled with smoke. Isaiah
looked upon such scenes and
cried in despair ‘I am undone…’
or literally, ‘I am ruined.’ The
wonder of it is, that the Lord
was prepared to leave such
scenes of pristine Holiness,
and unfailing worship to come
to our world to die for such
wretches as we are. How this
magnifies the abounding Grace
of God.

THE INCARNATION
ISAIAH:
It is Isaiah who prophecies with
pin point accuracy how that the
same one who was seen in Isaiah
6 was manifested in the flesh.
Isaiah writes ‘Behold the virgin
shall conceive and be with child,
and shall call his name Immanuel.
[ meaning God with us.]’ Isa. 7:14.
Matthew records ‘Now all this
was done, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken of the Lord by
the prophet, saying, Behold, a
virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall
call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us.’
Mt 1:22-23. John records with
powerful simplicity: ‘The Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among
us.’
Isaiah 7:14
relates the
incarnation from the view

point of human observation,
but when we come to Isaiah 9
we are given an entirely new
perspective on the incarnation.
Isaiah wrote: ‘Unto us a child
is born, unto us a son is given.’
Isaiah 9:6. This statement gives
us the Divine perspective on
the incarnation. Some have
taught the error that Christ
assumed His Sonship when
He came into the world, but
this verse, and many more,
teach us that the relationship
of Father and Son was eternal.
The Lord Jesus, speaking as
Son to the Father said ‘Thou
lovest me before the foundation of
the world.’ John in his Gospel
records time after time that
‘the Father sent the son into the
world.’ This indicates that the
Son was such in eternity, and
that as such He was sent by
the Father. The relationship of
Father to Son was not one that
came into being at Bethlehem.
It belongs to the eternities.
MICAH:
Micah pin-points the very
village where Christ would
be born. We read ‘But thou,
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou
be little among the thousands
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he
come forth unto me that is to be
ruler in Israel; whose goings
forth have been from of old,
from everlasting.’ Micah 5:2. It
should be noted that Mary
and Joseph would never have
made the choice to journey to
Bethlehem by choice, given
the advanced stage of Mary’s
pregnancy and the hazardous
journey to be taken on the
back of a donkey. But God took
matters out of their hands and
Caesar in Rome decreed that
each person must return to the
place of their birth for a census
to be taken, and hence Mary
and Joseph went made to go to

Bethlehem and thus without
their knowing, fulfilled the
prophecy that Jesus would be
born in Bethlehem.
HOSEA:
Hosea writes ‘When Israel was a
child, then I loved him, and called
my son out of Egypt.’ Hosea 11:1.
Here the prophet is thinking
primarily about the exodus
from Egypt under Moses where
Jehovah’s message to Pharaoh
was - ‘And I say unto thee, Let
my son go, that he may serve
me:..’ Exodus 4:23. However as
in many other scriptures the
references to Israel are also
applicable to Christ as Son of
God. The question of whom
the prophet Hosea is speaking
is finally settled for us when
Matthew writes in his Gospel
‘that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying, Out of Egypt
have I called my son.’ Matthew
2:15. Here again we are
confronted with evidence of
Divine intervention. As in the
case of Mary and Joseph being
directed to Bethlehem for the
birth of the Lord Jesus as the
prophet Micah had foretold, so
also here. The flight to Egypt
was not engineered by Joseph
and Mary, but it was the
wicked edict of Herod to slay
all the males in Israel under 2
years of age, that drove Joseph
and Mary to Egypt. Here we
again we see the mystery of
the sovereign movements of
God and how that God can
make the wrath of God to
praise him. Herod was used as
an instrument in God’s hand to
bring about the fulfillment of
Hosea’s prophecy concerning
Christ coming out of Egypt.
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W. H. Burnett
Oakville, Ontario
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If Obadiah, the least among
the Minor Prophets, has not
had his due at the hands
of students, the reasons
are not far to seek. His
subject is the disturbing
one of judgment, and the
judged are that tragic man
and his descendants, who
sought in vain for a place of
repentance although sought
carefully with tears.
The humanist cannot help
feeling that Esau was rather
badly treated and that that
worm Jacob escaped too
lightly. So in Obadiah’s
company we come face to
face with the mystery of
divine sovereignty, and
those staggering words,
“Jacob have I loved, but Esau
have I hated.” When all
allowance has been made
for the limitations of human
language as a conveyance
for divine ideas, the mystery
remains to be a stone of
stumbling, or an object of
ingenious special pleading,
or a foundation for grim
theological theory.
One of the advantages
of being a humble Bible
student unattached to any
Page 5

school is that, realizing the
vastness of the subject and
the smallness of the mind,
it is permissible to dispense
with theories on certain
matters while preserving the
firmest grasp on essential
truth. How flat the round
earth seems to dwellers
of the Indian plains! We
maintain our belief in the
sovereignty of the eternal
God to whom our tenses do
not apply. No less do we
maintain our belief in the
awful responsibility of a
man to decide the way his
soul shall go.
The prophecy opens, “The
vision of Obadiah…” He is
a simple witness telling
what he has seen.
His
brevity places his work in
that class which comprises
five miniature Scriptures:
Philemon, 1 and 2 John,
and Jude. War is declared
against Edom; Esau’s hour
has come and although he
hurls his challenge from the
impregnable fortress which
still stands to astonish
the world, the armies of
heaven have unfurled their

banners and unsheathed
their swords and there is
to be no escape. The long
day of grace has ended, the
endless night of judgment
has come. The nest among
the stars is to be rifled, the
cleft rock scaled, the vine
left without a gleaning
grape.
It was the due reward of
his deeds; when Israel
was
plundered,
Edom
approved. When foreigners
entered into the city of the
great king, the tongue of
Esau added to the Babel
sounds, speaking great
swelling words. He shared
the spoil of Jacob and,
manning the crossways
to capture the fugitives
and deliver them to their
oppressors,
disregarding
the brotherly covenant.
But it was a short-lived
triumph. With the measure
they had meted it was
measured to them again,
pressed down and running
over. For Israel, so fiercely,
so righteously judged,
there was mercy in store;
although scattered like
the chaff of the summer
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threshing floor, there was
to be a gathering. Mount
Seir, which is Petra, the
poet’s “rose-red city, half as
old as time,” the streets of
the house of Jacob should
possess all their possessions
again, and the kingdom
of Israel should be the
kingdom of God.
While we wait for this
fulfillment, we shall be
wise if we learn again the
old, old lesson of “the nest
among the stars.”
It is a
warning against the lust
for leadership, the curse of
hell and earth, of kingdoms
and churches and homes. A
variant is Adonijah’s “I will
be king!” It began with Satan
and will only end with his
overthrow.
“The pride of thine heart
hath deceived thee, thou that
dwellest in the clefts of the
rock, whose habitation is high;
that saith in his heart, ‘Who
shall bring me down to the
ground?’” (v.3). When shall
we learn that before honour
is humility? That we must
take the lowest room if we
would enjoy the highest

place? Our faith has as its
example He who had His
nest among the stars by
every right. Yet He was
found in fashion as a man,
saying, “The foxes have holes,
and the bids of the air have
nests, but the Son of Man hath
not where to lay His head” –
nowhere except a cross at
last.
It was the proud eagle
nature of Edom that was
his downfall. Secure in his
eyrie; strong to look the
sun in the face; despising
all lesser breeds; aiming at
sovereignty for base ends he
overstepped the boundary
of mercy and it was trueFrom the same cradle’s side,
From the same mother’s knee
One to long darkness and the
frozen tide,
One to the peaceful sea.
- (Oliver Wendell Holmes)
For whom is the nest among
the stars? By the grace of
God it is for the worm of
Jacob’s line.
They have
seen the vision splendid,
the way cast up on earth
reaching to heaven, with
the living God speaking

His exceeding great and
precious promises.
In
them all those promises
are fulfilled, for the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
is their Father; His Son
their Saviour; His Spirit
their Indweller; His angels
their servants; His book
their wisdom; His heaven
their home.

A. C. Rose
Reprinted from Counsel, Nov - Dec 1993)
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Every time the people of
the Lord meet to remember
Him in His own appointed
way, they celebrate the
greatest love ever known
to man. “Greater love hath
no man than this that a
man lay down his life for
his friends.” Jn. 15: 13. In
laying down His life for
those He loved, our Savior
has demonstrated a love
that passes knowledge,
(Eph.3:19), a love that
is stronger than death,
which many waters cannot
quench, neither can the
floods drown it, (Song. 8:
6-7).
Love that no suffering stayed
We’ll praise true love divine,
Love that for us atonement
made,
Love that has made us thine.
On the other hand, we
know that “We love him
because he first loved us” 1Jn.
4:19. Our love for Him is
simply our hearts response
to His own love for us. How
does our feeble, vacillating,
changeable love compare
with His strong, immovable
unchanging love?
Should we have confidence
in our limited love or in His
immeasurable love?
In the last few chapters of
the Gospel of John, two
disciples, Peter and John,
appear to have a prominent
part during the last hours
of the Savior’s life on Earth.
They originally came from
the same background, and
as partners in a fishing
Page 7
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business they left all and
followed Him. They both loved
their Lord with fervent love.
And they both were willing
to do anything for Him at His
bidding... But that is where
the similarities end , the big
difference was that one of them
was resting in the Savior’s
love and confiding in it, it
was therefore no surprise that
he was described five times
as ‘ the disciple whom Jesus
loved’. The other one loved the
Lord with equal intensity yet,
he seems to have put his trust
in his own love for the Master,
and his confidence in his own
ability to serve Him, follow
Him and sacrifice for Him.
Jn.13:37...
In the Upper Room scene in
John chapter 13, we see John
leaning on the Savior’s breast.
When the question arose
about whom the betrayer was
John was able to learn from
the Master Himself who it
was. Being so near to Him
and basking in the sunshine
of the Lord’s love he was able
to know the mind of the Lord
regarding this matter.Jn.13:26.
“The secret of the Lord is with
them that fear him” Ps 25:14.
In that very same setting Peter
is heard stating confidently not
only his ability to follow the
Lord but also his willingness to
lay down his life for Him. And
we should not doubt Peter’s
sincerity in this matter. He was
intent to carry out what he said
he will do for the Lord, not
realizing his own weakness.

Sadly however the Lord, who
knows our frame, would tell
Peter that before it dawns that
night, he will deny three times
that he knew Him. What a
revelation that must have been
to the disciple who trusted in
his own love for the Lord? And
what a lesson he had to learn
not to trust his own abilities.
Jn.13:36-38.
Next we see Peter in
Gethsemane, using a sword
to defend his Master, and
ends up cutting off the ear of
the servant of the high priest.
The Lord would then heal the
servant’s ear and rebuke Peter
for his lack of understanding.
Was not Peter’s action here
motivated by his love for the
Savior? No doubt it was, yet it
is obvious that Peter’s love for
the Lord had to be refined and
redirected Jn. 18:10-11.
The next scene is in Anna’s
house, John, the disciple whom
Jesus loved, is found inside,
where the Lord is, perhaps not
willing to lose sight of Him. He
probably remembers what the
Savior had said earlier: “If any
man serve me let him follow
me, and where I am there shall
also my servant be” Jn.12:26.
Peter on the other hand, is said
to have “followed Jesus” but
he remains outside until he is
brought in by John. The scene
of denial is all too familiar to
us. Peter finds himself in the
company of the Lord’s enemies,
and is almost surprised by his
own inability to stand up for
Him. Repeatedly he denies
any association with Him. And

then when the Master looks at
him, he realizes the futility of
trusting in his own love to the
Lord. He then goes out and
weeps bitterly.Jn.18:15-17, 2527, Matt.26:75.

At the cross of Jesus, we do
not see any of the other ten
disciples; Peter is prominent
by his absence. There is no
mention of his whereabouts,
was he still mourning the
denial of his Lord? We are
not sure, but we can safely
assume so. The disciple
whom Jesus loved however
is there, in keeping with his
determination to follow the
Lord wherever He went.
There is no doubt to whom the
care for the grieving mother
of Jesus would be entrusted.
No one else but the disciple
who rested and confided in
his Master’s love, was worthy
of such privilege. His dogged
adherence to his Lord in all
situations, and his relying on
His mighty love to sustain
him, earned him this place of
nearness to his Lord... Jn.19:2627
On resurrection morning the
two of them are notified of the
disappearance of the Lord’s
body by Mary Magdalene.
Both of them start running to
the sepulcher, we are told that
John outruns Peter, was it only
because John was the younger
of the two? Possibly, but
could it be because he was the
more eager? On arrival to the
sepulcher John stooping down
sees the linen clothes, but does
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not enter in. Peter then arrives
later and enters the sepulcher,
and looks inquiringly at that
most amazing sight; of the
grave clothes left behind when
the Body was raised. These
two were at Lazarus tomb,
a few days earlier, when the
Lord raised him back to life,
and they remember clearly
how he that was dead walked
out of the tomb still wrapped
up in his grave clothes. But this
time they are amazed at what
they saw, this is a resurrection
unlike any other. The first born
from the dead is now risen, as
He said He will, and now lives
by the power of an endless
life, He has no need any more
for grave clothes. No wonder
when John enters the sepulcher
the scripture says “He saw (not
just inquiringly but he saw
with understanding this time,
because that is the meaning of
the word in the original Greek)
and believed”. Jn. 20:8 for until
then they knew not the truth
of His resurrection.Jn.20:9. But
we observe how the one who
had the better understanding
here was the disciple whom
Jesus loved.
The final scene in this Gospel
takes place at the Sea of
Tiberias. Peter is again taking
the lead position, and with six
other disciples goes back to
fishing again. After a night of
futile toil, in which they caught
nothing, the Scriptures say “But
when the morning was now come,
Jesus appeared on the shore,
but the disciples knew not that
Page 9

it was Jesus” Jn.21:4. So as His
custom is the Great Shepherd
appears at the right time to
care for his tired, disappointed
and hungry sheep. And what
a morning it was to dispel
all the fatigue, hunger and
disillusionment. A probing
question follows “Children have
ye any food?” The miracle of the
draught of fish follows. But
who of the seven discerns that
the obscure figure on the shore
is indeed the Lord? None but
the disciple whom Jesus loved,
who has been so close to His
loving heart as to recognize
Him instantly, and with
conviction he says to Peter “It
is the Lord”.Jn.21:7
Breakfast is served courtesy of
the creator Himself, for the fish
and bread provided there were
not the result of man’s labor.
After the meal the Master,
starts a step by step process of
refining the love of His faithful,
yet faltering disciple. This was
the Lord’s way of restoring
Peter to full fellowship with
Himself. It is instructive to
us to note how His questions
were pointed and His words
deliberately chosen, in order
to bring about such a result.
“Lovest thou me?” asked three
times with different emphasis
on the meaning of the word
“love”. The third time the
Lord uses a word that means
in the original “are you fond
of me” Peter answers the first
two times in the affirmative,
but when it comes to the third
time he abandons any more

attempts
at
defending
his own love of the Lord
. The grieved disciple
says ”Lord thou knowest all
things; thou knowest that
I love thee” Jn.21:17. The
commandment is again
repeated for the third time
“Feed my sheep”. Perhaps
that was the defining
moment when Peter’s love
for the Lord was indeed
refined and redirected. And
from there on the Scriptures
bear witness to Peter’s
faithful service for his Lord.
Before this chapter closes
we are made aware of a
final conversation between
Peter and His Lord. Seeing
John following the Lord as
well, Peter asks what about
him? Note that the word of
God again reminds us of
John‘s privileged position,
being the disciple whom
Jesus loved. The Lord, who
loved them both and who
sought to prepare them for
the ministry that will be
entrusted to them, directs
Peter’s mind to the truth
that the prime concern of
any servant of the Lord is
to follow Him. And not
to be occupied with what
his fellow servants may be
doing for the Master.
Those two faithful servants
of the Lord demonstrate to
us the need to rest only in
the Savior’s love. Never
relying on our own love
for Him or our presumed
abilities to serve Him. The
words of the Savior himself
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bear this “As the Father hath
loved me, so have I loved you;
continue ye in my love” Jn.
15:9.
Love that bore the stripes and
sorrow
Love that suffered on the tree
Love that shares the bright
tomorrow
With its loved ones you and me
Then dawned at last that day of
dread
When desolate yet undismayed
With wearied frame and thorncrowned head
He now forsaken and betrayed
Went up for me to Calvary
And dying there in grief and
shame
He saved me blessed be His name
- Author Unknown
- An excerpt from ‘The Desire
of All Nations’ available
from Gospel Folio Press. See
separate advertisement for
more details.
Boushra Mikhael
In the Heavenly places with Christ

NEW

from Gospel
Folio Press
The Desire Of All Nations

Meditations on the Manifold Glories of the Lord Jesus Christ

B.R. Mikhael, MD

“And the desire of all nations shall
come.” Haggai 2:7. In this volume
Dr. Mikhael shares with us the fruit
of a life’s work that has been lived
in occupation with Christ. He has
done us an invaluable service to
help us in knowing more about our
Lord. Page after page, reference
after reference point us to Christ.
Knowledge like this, free of human
pride, is the height of spiritual
maturity.
Canadian: $12.99
American: $11.99
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The Meaning of Worship
Worship has been defined
as ‘the acknowledgement by
believers of the worth-ship of
God with every part of their
being’ (DEREK PRIME). W.E.
VINE expands on this in his
Expository Dictionary, as follows:
‘the direct acknowledgement to
God of His nature, attributes,

in both Testaments certainly
suggest these definitions. In the
Old Testament one word used
for ‘worship’ means ‘to bow
oneself down to someone’ in
reverence and awe, while another
word often so used has the
primary sense of ‘to serve’, and
is so translated in many contexts.
Likewise in the New Testament,
one word translated ‘worship’

‘to serve, to render religious
service or homage’ to God. All
this indicates that there is both
a devotional side and also an
intensely practical side to the true
worship of God, and that these
twin aspects of worship cannot
rightly be separated from each
other. Devotion and duty are thus
married together in worshipping
God.

Are We True
Worshippers?
A Study of New Testament Worship

ways and claims, whether by the
outgoing of the heart in praise
and thanksgiving or by deed
done in such acknowledgement’.
The words translated ‘worship’
Page 11

means ‘to make obeisance to, do
reverence to’ (literally, ‘to kiss
towards’), while three others
mean ‘to revere’ with awe or
devotion, or ‘to act piously
towards’, and a fifth word means

The Father’s Desire for
Worship
It was the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself, God manifest in the
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flesh, who said to a poor sinful
Samaritan woman in John’s
Gospel chapter 4 that ‘the
Father seeketh such’, that is,
worshippers in spirit and in
truth, ‘to worship Him’. The poor
woman had sought satisfaction
in five broken relationships and
another not formally made, and
had failed to find it. Through
the Saviour’s grace she found
it in acknowledging Him to be
the Saviour of the world, and
her Saviour in particular. He
alone gave her the living water
which sprang up within her to
give her eternal life and true and
pure satisfaction in the worship
of Himself, the Eternal Son
of the Father. There is a Godshaped gap in every human
heart which can only be filled by
acknowledging Him and living
wholeheartedly for His glory.
But this verse actually states that
God the Father likewise desires,
although ultimately He does not
need in the same way as we do,
the sweet fellowship given Him
by His creature man when he
worships Him. Why else did He
walk with Adam in the Garden of
Eden in the cool of the day before
the serpent tempted him to aspire
to be like God and he fell into
sin? And after the Fall, whenever
God smelled the sweet savour
offerings of His people, He was
pleased and satisfied, because
they spoke of His Son, who was
to restore some of His creatures
to close fellowship with Himself
through His one vicarious and
efficacious sacrifice for all time
on Calvary’s cross. The eternal
God is not vain or selfish in
wanting acknowledgement of all
He is and has done, as we would
be in wanting this. No, He is
transcendent God and righteous
to demand recognition as such.
But He does so desire to have our

eternal companionship in His
heaven that in self-sacrificial love
to us, His unlovely creatures, He
gave His Well-beloved Son, the
darling of His bosom, to die for
us on the cross and thus restore
His relationship with us. For our
worship of God is inseparably
linked with fellowship with
Him. God wants above all things
to share His eternal life and
fellowship within the Godhead
with some of His creatures; see
John 17.3. That is why the Father
seeks worshippers.

Old Testament Worship of
God
This was marked by very restricted
access to God and by a very
partial and incomplete revelation
of His Person and character.
Throughout
Old
Testament
times God was preparing men
for the coming into the world
of His Son, who is His full and
final self-revelation and means of
access into His Presence. No-one
could approach God except on
the basis of the shed blood of an
appointed animal sacrifice, which
foreshadowed the later sacrifice
of Christ on Calvary’s cross. This
alone answered the demands of
God’s holiness against man’s sin.
The tabernacle system restricted
access to God to a family of
imperfect human priests, who
acted on behalf of the remainder
of God’s people Israel. Gentile
sinners only had the witness
of creation and conscience to
guide their knowledge of God;
otherwise, they were complete
strangers to any close relationship
with Him. The tabernacle vessels
and structure, and the priestly
garments and rituals, all spoke of
Christ and the way of salvation
to be revealed later in Him, but
it is doubtful that any of the Old
Testament saints ever understood
their full import in those days.

Yet, despite all these restrictions
and this incompleteness, it
is true to say that some Old
Testament believers did have a
quite remarkable appreciation
of their God through faith and
personal communion with Him
alone. Enoch walked with God
for three hundred years in close
fellowship, became the first
prophet to predict the second
coming of Christ to judge the
world, and was favoured to
be raptured to heaven without
dying before the Flood came. Job,
soon after the Flood, knew that
there would be a resurrection
and that he would see God then
as His Redeemer. Abraham,
whom God called from Ur of the
Chaldees to become the ancestor
of His chosen earthly people
Israel, was the friend of God and
the father of all believers of all
time, the prototype or pattern
believer in Scripture. The Lord
was with Joseph throughout his
ordeals in Egypt before his rise to
fame and favour with Pharoah.
The Lord spoke to Moses face
to face as a friend speaks to a
friend, and even listened to his
intercessory prayers for His
erring people Israel. David, the
sweet psalmist of Israel, wrote
many poems of worship about
His God, so that God said of
him that he was a man after His
own heart. Many others knew
their God well and spoke to one
another about Him, appreciating
in some real measure His Name
and character. Yes, despite all the
limitations of those days, some
true men and women of faith did
acknowledge, appreciate, and
worship their God with a degree
of spiritual intelligence. But it
was not given to them to enjoy
the great privileges which are
ours today by God’s sovereign
grace. How thankful we should
be for this!
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New Testament Worship
of God as Father
In the Age of Grace God has fully
and finally revealed Himself in
the Person of His incarnate Son as
Father. Whereas in Old Testament
days He had gradually and
progressively revealed Himself
as the Creator God, the Almighty,
the Sovereign LORD Jehovah
of Israel, the I AM THAT I AM,
and the Lord of Hosts, now we
believers today are privileged
to know Him in the much closer
relationship of ‘Abba, Father’, the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. By adoption and new birth
we are His adult sons and heirs of
God in Christ. By His sacrificial
death Christ has for the first time
opened for us the way through the
veil that barred man from God’s
Presence into the very holiest of
all, the heavenly sanctuary itself,
and all believers are encouraged
to come and worship in the
immediate Presence of God in
spirit and in truth, rather than in
any earthly, imperfect sanctuary
such as the tabernacle or the
temple. Worship is not confined to
any particular place, nor aided by
any elaborate rituals, but can be
offered anywhere in the fragrant
Name of Jesus Christ, who, as
our Great High Priest, makes
it acceptable to God. Whoever
truly and sincerely appreciates
God and Christ in all the wonder
of their Being and Works as
revealed in the Scriptures may
express their worship in words
and deeds which are prompted
by God’s Holy Spirit, who since
the Day of Pentecost, when the
Church was formed, indwells all
true believers permanently. It is
therefore not surprising to find
that the prayers contained in the
Church and general epistles of the
New Testament and in the Book of
Page 13

Revelation reveal a somewhat
deeper spiritual intelligence
concerning God’s Person and
ways than many of those found
in the Old Testament. Believers
today are living in the full light
of God’s complete revelation in
His Son. We are therefore not
simply more privileged in our
exercise of worship, but also
more responsible to approach
God our Father in a becomingly
worthy
and
spiritually
intelligent manner.

Christ the Primary Focus
of Worship Today
Although we should worship
all three Persons of the Godhead
equally, there is a good reason
why the primary focus for our
worship is usually concentrated
on Christ, God the Son incarnate.
This is because Christ revealed
the Father to us in His earthly
life and ministry, as He Himself
said to the apostle Philip: ‘He
that hath seen Me hath seen the
Father’, John 14. 9. Also, John
in the Prologue to his Gospel
calls Christ the Word, who is
the full revelation of the Mind,
Person, Character, and glory of
God the Father. John chapter
1 verse 18 actually states that,
‘No man hath seen God at
any time; the only begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of
the Father, he hath declared
him’. The word ‘declared’
here means to expound or
explain. God has made Himself
intelligible,
understandable,
and accessible to us men in
the Person of His unique Son
made man. So that all Christ’s
words, actions, reactions, and
desires as recorded in the four
complementary Gospel records
reveal clearly to us what God is
like. Otherwise we could never
have understood or come to

know Him fully. Furthermore,
Christ’s self-sacrificial death
on Calvary’s cross reveals that
God is both Light, absolutely
holy and demanding that sin be
punished, and Love, in that He
gave Himself to save us and make
us His own children. As Joseph
Conder’s hymn says, in the One
who is the Everlasting Word
‘the heart of God’ is ‘revealed’.
The Old Testament Scriptures
all speak of Christ who was to
come and save His people from
their sins. There are many typical
foreshadowings of Christ and His
sacrifice in the Levitical offerings.
All their minute details, if studied
in the light of the fulfilment at
Calvary, interpret for us various
important aspects of the sacrifice
of Christ and its value for us
today. Historical events in Israel’s
history likewise anticipate Christ
and His Work on the cross. All
prophecy finds its meaning and
centre in the fact that it witnesses
to Christ, as Revelation 19 verse 10
states. Today, when we celebrate
the Lord’s Supper every Lord’s
Day, we do this in remembrance
of Him who died for us. It is
therefore appropriate that on these
occasions we should take time to
meditate and worship centring
our thoughts around Christ and
the cross. He is the focal point
of the gathering, and also leads
our worship to the Father as our
Great High Priest. In Hebrews
chapter 2 verse 12 He is quoted
from Psalm 22 verse 22 as saying
prophetically, ‘In the midst of
the church will I sing praise unto
thee’. Without Christ we could
not worship effectively. With
Christ we can appreciate fully all
the Persons of the Godhead who
have cooperated in procuring our
salvation.
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Worship the Eternal
Occupation of Heaven
In the Scriptures we are not given
many visions or descriptions of
what heaven will be like. But a few
passages do indicate who will be
the centre of heaven’s worship in
eternity. It will be Christ, the Son
of God, who became the Lamb
of God to redeem us by His shed
blood from our sins and make us
fit to become a kingdom of priests
to our God and Father. According
to John chapter 12 verses 37-41,
Isaiah at his call to prophesy saw
the glory of Christ in his vision
of the heavenly temple recorded
in Isaiah chapter 6. There the
seraphim surrounding His throne
continually cried, ‘Holy, holy, holy,
is the Lord of hosts; the whole
earth is full of His glory’, and
that was before His incarnation.
Revelation chapter 5 anticipates
a yet future day after the rapture
of the Church, when Christ is
pronounced to be the only truly
worthy One to open the seals
of God’s judgement scroll and
reclaim the earth for God. He is
worthy to judge because He first
died to redeem. But here we must
note that Christ’s sacrifice on the
cross also qualified Him to receive
the worship of all creation, angelic
and human. The twenty-four
elders, who probably represent
the Church in heaven, fall down
before Him and sing the new song
of worship to the Lamb, who is seen
still as freshly-slain in the midst of
the throne of God. Calvary is still
an ever-present reality to the mind
and heart of God. The Christ of the
cross will never be forgotten, even
though He now lives again in the
power of an endless life. His selfsacrifice merits eternal worship
from all creation, and ourselves
in particular. This worship will be
expressed both in service and in

singing, which a redeemed people
always delight to engage in. Yes,
heaven is a wonderful, joyful
place full of our Saviour’s praises.
And, by God’s grace, we shall be
some of those who will, ‘swell
the song of worship through the
everlasting years!’

The Full Implications of
True Worship
But, for the present, we must return
to earth and consider seriously
the full implications of worship,
in order to assess whether, or
not, we really can be described
as true and genuine worshippers
of our heavenly Father. For the
New Testament clearly indicates
that worship involves our whole
lives and beings. Paul in Romans
chapter 12 verse 1 exhorts
believers, in view of the mercies
of God towards them, to present
their bodies as ‘a living sacrifice’
to Him, and says that this is our
‘reasonable service’, or ‘spiritual
worship’ (RV margin and ESV),
which the word latreia can mean.
As believer priests we are to place
ourselves on the altar of sacrifice
to please God in whatever form
of service He chooses for us.
Also, Hebrews chapter 13 speaks
of two further kinds of sacrificial
worship, namely, doing good
and sharing our possessions
with others in need, and offering
the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, both privately and
publicly in the assembly. Finally,
Paul in Philippians chapter 4 verse
18 speaks of a financial gift sent
to him by the church at Philippi
as ‘an odour of a sweet smell, a
sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing
to God’. Yes, true, consistent
worship is very demanding of all
our energies, abilities, resources,
possessions, and time that God
has first entrusted to us as the
stewards of His manifold grace to

use for His glory, not ourselves.
In reality, we can only give back
to Him what He has first given
to us. We need to ask ourselves,
therefore, whether we have given
Him our all and our very best.
Only this is acceptable to Him,
the Giver of all grace to us, as our
true worship to Him for His glory
alone. So, no, true worship does
not simply consist in using the
‘right’ words in prayer on a Lord’s
Day morning at the remembrance
supper, as we may be inclined to
think. Rather, it is the overflow
of a whole life consecrated to
God and poured out continually
in ways that please Him and
help others around us. Let us,
therefore, close this meditation on
true worship with the words of
Frances Ridley Havergal’s wellknown hymn, as follows:‘Take my life, and let it be Consecrated,
Lord, to Thee; Take my moments and
my days, Let them flow in ceaseless
praise.
‘Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love; Take
my feet, and let them be Swift and
beautiful for Thee.
‘Take my voice, and let me sing
Always, only, for my King; Take
my lips, and let them be Filled with
messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold, Not
a mite would I withhold; Take my
intellect, and use Every power as
Thou shalt choose.
Take my will, and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine; Take my
heart- it is Thine own, It shall be Thy
royal throne.
Take my love; my Lord, I pour At Thy
feet its treasure-store: Take myself,
and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee.’
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Why did Paul include this
block of teaching in a letter
in which, as he said, the
righteousness of God is
revealed (1;16,17)? Firstly,
in chapters one through
eight he had shown that
his gospel was entirely
in keeping with God’s
character as many of his
readers
(Jews)
should
have already understood
it from their knowledge
of the Old Testament.
Secondly, it offered to
mankind a righteousness
which, coming from God,
was infinitely superior
to anything that humans
could produce by their
own efforts. On those two
counts and more it was a
message of which Paul was
not ashamed.
And it was good news
for everyone who would
believe it, regardless of
their race. So some critics
would be asking, “Did not
such a universally offered
message ignore privileges
that were bestowed on Jews
Page 15

only?” And was Paul no
longer grateful that he was
born a son of Abraham?
Had he “crossed the floor”,
so to speak, adopting views
that he once so vigorously
attacked? The messenger’s
credibility was at stake and
so was his creed. These and
related questions must be
answered satisfactorily.
So in the ninth chapter,
Paul begins by assuring
his readers that on this
last count their fears were
unfounded. Those promises
made to Israel which had
not yet been fulfilled would
yet be realized.
But
they
needed
to
understand
that
they
would not be enjoyed by
those who, though they
were Abraham’s physical
seed, did not share his
faith. And God’s choice of
the younger of Isaac and
Rebecca’s twins (Jacob)
rather than the older Esau,
who would be the natural
heir, showed that He could
and would do as he pleased
in such matters. Such
privileges did not result

from order of birth, merit
of some kind or human
effort, but were granted on
the basis of Divine election.
It is essential to a true
understanding of this letter
that we do not think of this
election as if it referred to
God’s choice of individuals
to personal salvation, but
of his raising up some of
them to fulfill strategic
roles in human history.
Like a potter God has
power over men so that
they end up doing His will.
This meant that He showed
mercy to some who did not
deserve it and hardened
the hearts of others who
sought to resist His will.
This calling of God to carry
out a predestined and
foreseen plan involved not
only the destiny of these
individuals, but also the
families from which they
sprang and the nations
they came to represent. But
salvation from personal
sins is open to anyone from
any nation who calls upon
the name of the Lord.
But to hear of this salvation
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demands that the news
of its availability must be
conveyed to men. That
required messengers and
in this context, Paul may
well be justifying his own
calling to be an apostle
to the Gentiles, an idea so
unacceptable to persons
who thought that God’s
favor was limited to their
own nation, Israel.
Characteristically Israel had
shown either ignorance of
God’s righteousness being
distracted by an insistence
on maintaining their own,
thus showing themselves
disobedient and contrary.
But God had not and would
not cast them away because
His gifts and calling were
without change of mind.
The elect among them
might be relatively few in
number but they refused
to yield to the general
apostasy and resembled
the 7,000 in Elijah’s day.
The rest were given over to
being alive nationally but
spiritually insensible.
But this was not Israel’s
death-knell. The salvation

that had been brought to
the Gentiles was, in part, to
make that nation jealous.
Currently, and as regards
to the gospel, they might
be enemies, but when God
has completed His gracious
work among the Gentiles,
Israel would experience
revival and her sins taken
away. This revelation of
God’s superintendence of
history should bring all
to worship Him whose
ways are otherwise beyond
human knowledge.
Author’s note: This paper
began as test for a young man
who comes once or twice a
month for Bible study. For
that reason, there are almost
no scripture references. He
was required to supply as
many as he could find in
order to make sure he learned
the truth was from the text
of Scripture rather than from
the points made. I provided
some sign posts but he would
not learn much if he did
not take the mental journey
himself. Like the Bereans, see
if you can find the scriptural
support for this article.
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Jesus had spent several years
with His disciples. They had
heard His teaching and seen
His many miracles. They have
withdrawn from Galilee and
are now in Caesarea Philippi.
Hostility by Jewish leaders is
intensifying. Jesus questions
them, “Who do men say that I the
Son of Man am?” They began
to tell them what the talk was.
Some thought He was one of
the old prophets come back to
life or John the Baptist risen
from the the dead.
“He said to them, ‘But who do
you say that I am?’ Simon Peter
answered and said, ‘You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.’
“(Matt. 16:15-16 NKJ)
Peter stepped forward and
speaking for them all gave this
amazing witness. They were
convinced He was the Messiah
(christos GK.), the great Savior
and King for whom the Jewish
people were longing to see
appear. And the disciples had
come to believe that He was
God in human form. It was the
testimony that all must make
when they become believers

(Rom. 10: 9, 10).
Jesus response was striking.
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar
Jonah, flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you but my Father
Who is in heaven. And I also say
to you are Peter and on this rock
I will build My church, and the
gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it.” (Matt. 16:15-18)
Peter’s given name was
Simon and he was the son of
Jonah. Now Jesus gives him
a new name Peter (Petros,
GK., a stone; Cepha, Aramaic).
Actually He was speaking in
Aramaic, the Semitic language
of Aram, ancient Syria. This
became the national language
of the Jews after their return
from their Babylonian captivity.
Hebrew was the language of the
Scriptures and the synagogue.
The Aramaic that Jesus spoke
was translated into Greek in the
Gospels.
It seems quite plain that Jesus
is saying that Peter will be
foundational in the building
of the church. And it is not
Peter, the man, but Peter in his
confession. It is the message of

the gospel, proclaiming Jesus as
the Savior and Lord, that is the
basis for the Christian faith. In
writing to the Corinthian church
Paul describes the beginning of
the church. He was building a
temple for God and he laid a
good foundation. “For no other
foundation can anyone lay than
that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ” (1 Cor. 3:12).
The ones who proclaimed that
message and taught the early
church were the apostles (Acts
2:42). As such all the apostles
are viewed as foundational
in the church, “...having been
built on the foundation of the
apostles and the prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief
cornerstone” (Eph. 2:20). The
new Jerusalem, a picture of all
of God’s people in glory, has
twelve foundations carrying
the names of the twelve
apostles (Rev. 21:14). It was
their preaching and guidance
that marked the beginning of
the church.
Peter
was
a
prominent
leader, but he never thought
of himself as being over the

other apostles. In writing
to elders he would speak of
himself as a fellow elder (1
Pet. 5:1).
He was fallible
and Paul rebuked him on
one occasion and accused
him of hypocrisy (Gal. 2:1113). But he did use the keys
as a steward of the grace
of God to open the door
of salvation to the Jews at
Pentecost and later to the
Gentiles in Cornelius’ home
(Acts 10).
Peter was a great man and
faithful apostle, ultimately
being crucified in Rome
as a martyr according to
tradition.
Today we honor the apostles
best by preaching the same
gospel with fervor and
following their teaching
as preserved in the New
Testament.
This would
delight Peter and the other
apostles. Be faithful then
to the Word of God.
Donald Norbie
Greeley, Colorado

The young cannot look back and say,
“He led me thus and so;
Here is the blueprint of my life.”
But as we older grow
It is a sweet and precious thing
In retrospect to see
How thro’ the myriad maze of roads
We might have taken, He
Kept our oft wayward feet upon
The road He chose for us.
Now just around the bend there lies
The City Glorious,
And He who kept us safe thus far
And would not let us roam,
Will lead us gently by the hand,
And take us safely home.

You Are Cephas
Page 17
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The young can only trust to Him,
And walk by faith, but we,
Those who have traveled longer roads,
And older grown,- can see!
-Martha Snell Nicholson
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Christ In The Prophets
Are We True Worshippers?
Greater Love Hath No Man
You Are Cephas

Resting
Once my hands were always trying,
Trying hard to do my best;
Now my heart is sweetly trusting,
And my soul is all at rest.
Once my brain was always planning,
And my hearts, with cares oppressed;
Now I trust the Lord to lead me,
And my life is all at rest.
Once my life was full of effort,
Now ‘tis full of joy and zest;
Since I took His yoke upon me,
Jesus gives to me His rest.
		

-A. B. Simpson
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