EDITORIAL

THIS GENERATION AND THE NEXT

Israel is not the church, and, the
church is not Israel. It is vital that
distinction be kept in mind in
reading the Bible. However, there
are lessons that can be learned by
the church from Israel’s history.
There are parallels from these two
distinct people of God. That this
is true can be seen by the Spirit’s
moving Paul to cite Israel’s
failure in idolatry as a warning to
the church, lest a similar failure
occur.1

her kings who did evil in the
sight of the Lord. These men
were consumed with their own
power and lusts and ruled God’s
people according to their own
natural thinking. The results were
a disaster.
They disregarded
the ministry of the prophets in
several cases and the nation as a
whole was carried into captivity.

The Old Testament could be
summarized as the Rise and
Fall of Israel. In a similar way
the New Testament could be
summarized as the Rise and Fall of
the Church. Now by fall I do not
mean extinction. Israel will rise
again. This the prophets conﬁrm
beyond all doubt. Examples are
too numerous to mention. And
likewise the church, although
seen in a Laodicean condition
according to Revelation 3, at the
same time is a church with a
glorious prospect and ultimate
victory over the ‘gates of hell’2

Israel had a remnant of
faithful believers despite her
unfaithfulness to the Lord and
subsequent chastening under the
hand of God. Even after the four
hundred years of silence between
the close of the Old Testament
and the opening of the New
there are believers waiting for the
promised Messiah. Zacharias,
Elisabeth, Joseph, and Mary to
name a few.
And too, the parallel is seen in the
church as the Lord calls even to
Laodicea, those who would open
the door to Him.3
One such lesson to be learned
from Israel is the need to be
watching against any lapse in
the truth and compromise with
evil. A reading of Israel’s history
shows us the constant vacillation
in faithfulness to the Lord. The
nation was led into idolatry by
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However the history was not all
dark. There were several periods
where good kings arose and
returned to the word of God and
called for a complete removal
of idolatry. With courage and
determination, yielding to the
ministry of the prophetic word,
they made every effort to obey
the Lord.
But here is the lesson. Even the
best of these kings could not
completely eradicate the evil
in the nation. What had been
entrenched in a prior generation
was so deep rooted that the least
lapse brought the idolatry to the
forefront again.

There is a lesson for the church in
every generation to be steadfast
in maintaining the truth. Here is
Paul’s challenge for his day and
ours. ‘Hold fast the form of sound
words, which thou hast heard of me,
in faith and love which is in Christ
Jesus’4’But continue thou in the
things which thou hast learned and
hast been assured of, knowing of
whom thou hast learned them; and
that from a child thou hast known
the holy scriptures, which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.’5’holding fast the faithful word
as he hath been taught, that he may be
able by sound doctrine both to exhort,
and to convince the gainsayers.’6
Carelessness in the truth in one
generation can plant seeds of
departure which bear fruit in
the next. A laxity in spiritual
things may go hardly noticed and
seem harmless, yet weaken the

foundation. Consequences might
not be seen for a generation or
two.

What is the challenge for us? We
are called to serve our present
generation by equipping the next.
If this pattern is repeated, much
spiritual failure will be avoided.

Are we being diligent in the
study, preaching and living out
of the word? To the older, are we
really feeding the next generation
and giving them an appetite for
greater things? To the younger
generation, are you preparing
yourself, likewise by steadfast
discipline to be in the word.
We have perhaps the greatest
opportunity and freedom to
know God’s word and pass it
on to others. Are we seizing
the opportunity? Or are we
squandering it? Wasted time
and opportunity needs to be put
behind us and forgotten. What
can we do today? Older Christian,
what can you do? What needs to
be different in your life to serve
this and the next generation?
Likewise younger Christian,
what changes are necessary to
rise to the challenge? Do you
really want to be the generation
that lets the next one down?
The church is God’s greatest
work on the earth at this time in
history. She has been privileged
with many things. All resources
are made available to us. But
Israel was in a similar situation,
yet she failed. Let us not be the
generation that fails.
1 Corinthians 10
Matthew 16:18
3
Revelation 3:20
4
1 Timothy 1:13
5
1 Timothy 3:14, 15
6
Titus 1:9
1
2
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Egypt to Canaan

Part 2: Bought, Redeemed & Set Free

Pet 1:19).

HIS BLOOD
On the night they were to leave
Egypt the Lord informed Moses
that He would kill the ﬁrstborn in
each family.

To escape judgment the Lord
instructed each Israelite household
that on the 10th day of the current
month they were to select a male
lamb without blemish. Keeping
it until the 14th they were to
slaughter the lamb and apply its
blood to the doorposts and lintel
of their homes. After roasting it
in ﬁre they were to eat the meat
and burn anything left over. They
were to eat in haste, ready to leave
at a moment’s notice.
This was the institution of the
ﬁrst Passover which in the future
they were to observe on an annual
basis. That night the Lord passed
over and spared judgment on all
dwellings with applied blood.

The Passover Lamb is a type of
the Lord Jesus (1 Cor 5:7). He was
chosen by God (Isa 42:1), took
on ﬂesh, and yet without sin.
Examined for more than thirtythree years, no outward spot
or
hidden
blemish
was found
(1 Pet 1:19,
2 Pet 1:17).
A
perfect
substitute,
the
Lord
Jesus went
to the cross
and endured
the
ﬁery
judgment
for our sins
and it is
through His
blood one is
redeemed (1
Page 3

Christ’s blood has an inﬁnite
capacity. The Lord spoke in the
singular when He mentioned that
the whole congregation would
kill it (Ex 12:6). Even though each
family sacriﬁced their chosen
lamb God viewed them as one
sacriﬁce. These slaughtered lambs
foreshadowed Christ’s inﬁnite
sacriﬁce.
His sacriﬁce invites all by faith
to apply His blood to their hearts
sparing them future judgment.

Part of God’s eternal plan (Titus
1:2) Christ’s blood has an eternal
remembrance. Jehovah taught the
Israelites to annually remember
the Passover and to now consider
this month the beginning of the
year (Ex. 12:2).

In the counsels of God Christ was
slain before the foundation of the
world (Rev 13:8). Today Christ
has asked us to remember Him
and proclaim His death until He
comes (1 Cor. 11:23-26). And the
apostle John glimpsed a future
day when heaven will resound
with praises to the slain Lamb

(Rev 5:12). Without doubt His
sacriﬁce will be remembered for
all eternity.

Christ’s blood has eternal value.
Each Israelite family had a
personal identiﬁcation with his
Passover lamb and the blood
stained homes left a testimony
to their redemption. All had
been born in Egypt, some even
inﬂuenced by their gods, but their
link with Egypt was permanently
removed and their nation now
identiﬁed with Jehovah (Josh. 2:911).
Similarly having been spared
from judgment (Rom 8:37) we
are removed from Adam’s curse
(Rom 5:12-21) and identiﬁed with
Christ (Rom 6:3-5).

As well Christ identiﬁes with us.
He calls us His brethren (John
20:17, Heb 2:11-12), His sheep
(John 10:27-28) and His own (John
13:1).
Our lives should testify that we
are in Christ (Acts 4:13) but when
we sin it is because of Christ’s
sacriﬁce that we can confess it
and have our fellowship with
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Him restored (1 John 1:7-9).

And in the future our bodies will
be redeemed (1 Cor 15:35-58, 1
Thess. 5:23), forever free from sin
giving testimony to the eternal
value of Christ’s blood.

A COMPLETE REDEMPTION

purchased enslaved humanity
with His own blood. (Mt 14:15; 1
Cor 6:20; 7:23; 2 Pt 2:1; Rev 5:9).

Secondly the night they applied
the lamb’s blood to their homes
Jehovah permanently took them
out of Egypt because redemption
takes one off the market forever.

All who desire to beneﬁt from
Christ’s purchase must apply
Christ’s blood to their heart. It
is only when one trusts Christ
as their Saviour that they are
removed from the market (Gal
3:13, 4:5). Doing so we eternally
belong to Christ (John 10:28).

Finally, Israel was set free to serve
the Lord because redemption
releases the slave (Titus 2:14; 1 Pt
1:18; Gal 4:31).
Christ did not buy and redeem us
to place us again into slavery.

On the contrary He releases
us (John 8:32), and unshackled
we lovingly serve Him out of a
grateful heart (Ex 21:1-6, Rom
12:1-2, 2 Cor 5:14-15).
Bought, redeemed and liberated
a grateful nation marched out
and began their journey.
Israel’s redemption
three components.

included

First, Israel was bought in the
slave market with blood because
God has always demanded a
blood sacriﬁce (Gen 3:21, 4:37). For them it was the lamb’s
blood.
Similarly

Christ

came

Editor’s note: This article is part 2
of a 6 part article on ‘Egypt to
Canaan’. Part 3 continues in
the next issue of Counsel with
“Stand Still and Go Forward
– Ramses to Sinai”
Photo credits: George Ferrier

GEORGE FERRIER
Ottawa, Ontario

and

Holy Bible
Holy Bible, Book divine!
Precious treasure, thou art mine!
Mine, to tell me whence I came;
Mine, to teach me what I am.

Mine, to comfort in distress,
Mine, with promise sweet to bless;
Mine, to show by living faith
Man can triumph over death.

Mine, to chide me when I rove;
Mine, to show a Savior’s love;
Mine art thou, to guide my feet;
Mine, to judge, condemn, acquit.

Mine, to tell of joys to come;
Mine, to show the sinner’s doom;
Holy Bible, Book divine!
Precious treasure, thou art mine!
-John Burton
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T he Reign of Grace

An Expository Study of Romans 5:12-8:39

Editor’s note: This article continues
a ﬁve part series on one of the most
important sections of the New
Testament. To understand these
chapters is to grasp the dynamics of
the Christian life and to mature as
a believer. Many misapplications
of these chapters based on a
misunderstanding of what they
teach have led to confusion and
lack of true spirituality among
believers.
The series appears in ﬁve parts. In
this issue part 3.
1. We Are United To Christ
Romans 5:12-21

-

2. We Died To Sin – Romans 6:123
3. We Are Not Under Law – Romans
7:1-25
4. We Are Alive In The Spirit –
Romans 8:1-17
5. We Are Eternally Secure –
Romans 8:18-39

2. WE ARE NOT UNDER LAW
- ROMANS 7:1-25
In 6:14 Paul afﬁrmed that we are
not under law. He now returns to
that and explains what it means,
using marriage as an analogy.

Page 5

DEATH TO THE LAW – DON’T
YOU KNOW THAT DEATH
BRINGS RELEASE FROM LAW?
7:1-6
He begins by pointing to a legal
principle (v1), that death brings
release from the rule of law: “the
law has dominion over a man as
long as he lives”.
Paul then appeals to a domestic
illustration (v2-3) about a woman
who is married to a man. Perhaps
she would like to marry someone
else but the law insists that she
is bound to her husband unless
he dies. And he does die! The
law no longer has any say in the
matter and she is free to marry
that other man. Death brings
release from the rule of law.
The theological application (v46) is presented. We were so to
speak married to the law as a
husband who was very particular
and wanted everything to be
done right and always made
demands upon us. There really
was nothing wrong with his
requests but we found them
altogether impossible to comply
with. Moreover, he offered no
help for us to measure up to his
requirements and as a result we
were in great distress. On the

other hand, the Lord Jesus not
only represents the demands of
God’s holiness but also offers
to enable us to meet those
demands. How can we possibly
obtain freedom and be united
to Him? The law will never die
but, if the law will not die, than
we can die. Indeed Paul has
already told us in Romans 6 that
we died with Christ. And death
brings release from the rule of
law so that we may be married
to another.
Previously we were “in the ﬂesh”
(v5). The New International
Version renders it, “We were
controlled by the sinful nature.”
The ﬂesh has been deﬁned as
“that which is oriented towards self;
that which pursues its own interests
in self-sufﬁcient independence of
God.” To be controlled by the
ﬂesh results, not necessarily in
grossly immoral conduct, but in
behaviour which centres in what
I want. And the law aggravated
the situation because our sinful
desires were “aroused by the law”
(v5). But we died to the law and
we have been united to Christ.
It’s no longer a case of the law
being our husband and we
try without success to do as it
requires; it is rather that Christ
is our husband and we want to

Volume 40 | Number 5 | COUNSEL | November - December 2010

serve. The result is that we bear
fruit to God and serve in the
newness which comes from the
Holy Spirit.

DEFENCE OF THE LAW – IS
THE LAW SIN? 7:7-12
This discussion about release
from law causes Paul to
anticipate certain questions or
objections and he digresses in the
remaining verses of this chapter
to deal with these questions. If
we have been released from law
and that is a good thing, it raises
a question as to whether there is
something wrong with the law:
“What shall we say then? Is the law
sin? Certainly not!” (v7). The law
does a number of things, none of
which are sinful.
In the ﬁrst place, the law exposes
sin in my life: “I would not have
known sin except through the law”
(v7). The use of the personal
pronoun suggests that this is
autobiographical. Paul is telling
us of his own experience, possibly
as a boy becoming aware of the
law or, more likely, as a Pharisee
prior to his conversion. I
remember seeing two youngsters
trying to play a game of chess
but, when I looked at the board,
I noticed that neither of them
had a king! Whatever they were
playing it clearly wasn’t chess,
but they were quite happy!
So Paul was totally immersed
in Jewish religion and ritual,
blissfully unconscious of his
true moral condition before God
as a sinner. And then the force of
the commandment forbidding
covetousness came home to his
conscience and he realized that
compliance with law not only
involved external observance
of certain commandments but
also addressed what he wanted:
“You shall not covet.” He says, “I

was alive once without the law”,
unperturbed in conscience, self
complacent, self righteous, until
the commandment came to my
conscience and “I died” (v9).
The law also provokes sin: “Sin,
taking opportunity by the
commandment, produced in me
all manner of evil desire” (v8).
The word “opportunity” refers
to a starting point or base for
an expedition. Law provides sin
with a base of operations. “You
shall not” is a challenge to which
something in me reacts and
asks, “Why not?” Sometimes we
tell a child not to do something
when we might be better
advised to say nothing. He had
no thought of doing something
that hadn’t occurred to him but
now that we have mentioned
it, he is tempted to consider
the possibility. John Bunyan
in Pilgrim’s Progress tells how
Christian and Interpreter came
into a room which was covered
with dust. Interpreter called for
a lady who came with a broom
and began to sweep the ﬂoor but
the air soon was thick with dust
and Christian almost choked.
Bunyan notes that the broom is
a picture of the law. It cannot
cleanse; it simply stirs up the
corruption of the human heart
and provokes it into action.
And then law condemns sin and
the sinner: “The commandment,
which was to being life, I found
to bring death...” (v10-11). The
law directs us in the path of
righteousness and promises
that the man who keeps God’s
commandments shall live by
them (Leviticus 18:5). But we
cannot comply and inevitably we
transgress. The law comes along,
reminds us of what it requires,
accuses us of being incorrigibly
disobedient, and demands that

we pay the required penalty for
what we have done.
That’s what a system of law
does but there is nothing sinful
about this. The basic problem is
sin in me (v11), whereas “the law
is holy, and the commandment holy
and just and good” (v12).

WEAKNESS OF THE LAW – HAS
THE LAW BECOME DEATH TO
ME? 7:13-25
That raises another question. If
the law condemns me for not
complying with its requirements,
doesn’t that mean that it is
responsible for my death? “Has
then that which is good become
death to me? Certainly not!”
(v13). A convicted criminal
cannot blame the law for his
being sentenced. Neither can
we. The problem is identiﬁed: “I
am carnal” (v14).
There is a change in tense here
from the past to the present
and some suggest that he has
described his experience before
he became a Christian but now
is describing his experience as a
Christian. Not all see it that way
and they insist that this is the
language of an unbeliever. But
it cannot be so because he does
things that non-Christians don’t
do: he hates sin (v15), delights
in law (v22), serves the law
with his mind (v25), wills what
is good (v15-21), and hopes in
Christ (v25). Another suggestion
is that these verses refer to a
Christian who is not directed
and controlled by the Spirit of
God. If that is what is meant, it
begs the question as to why Paul
would digress to describe substandard Christian experience.
It seems clear that what we
have here is indeed one aspect
of Christian experience, namely
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that left to myself I cannot keep
the law and the law offers me no
help.
The problem is further analyzed in
verses 14 to 17 and then again in
very similar language in verses
18 to 20.
• There is a problem within
me: “I am carnal” (v14); “in me
nothing good dwells” (v18)
• There
is
a
puzzling
contradiction in my behaviour:
“What I am doing, I do not
understand” (v15); “how to

sin that dwells in me” (v17, 20).
The problem may be summarized
as “a law, that evil is present with
me” (v21). Sometimes we use
the word “law” in a prescriptive
sense, referring to a rule or
system of rules which is to
be obeyed by those under its
authority. For example, often in
these chapters the word “law”
is used with reference to the law
which God gave through Moses
at Mt Sinai. It prescribed how the
people of Israel were to behave,
what they were to do and not

a stone and it falls to the ground
and it will always do so. The
word “law” in this context doesn’t
regulate conduct or prescribe
what should be done; it explains
the way things are, why certain
things always happen. And so
Paul says, “I ﬁnd then a law...”
which explains what is going
on, namely that “evil is present
with me” (v21). Again, we read
about “the law in my members”
or “the law of sin which is in my
members” (v23). There is within
me a fundamental orientation

T he word “l a w” in this context doesn’t
regulate conduct or prescribe what shoul d
be done; it ex plains the way things are,
wh y certain things al ways ha p pen.
perform what is good I do not
ﬁnd” (v18). It is all very well to
know what should be done, it
is another thing to do it. I can
watch others play golf, listen
to instructions, perhaps try to
help others improve their game
but the knowledge I have isn’t
always translated into action
when I address the ball and try
to hit it.
• My
actions
do
not
correspond with my will: “what
I will to do, that I do not practice...”
(v15); “the good that I will to do, I
do not do...” (v19).
• The conclusion is that there
is a problem with indwelling
sin: “It is no longer I who do it, but
Page 7

do. It is repeatedly referred to
in chapters 6 and 7 as “the law”
and also as “the law of God”
(v22) and “the law of my mind”
(v23), something Paul meditates
on and delights in and desires to
do.
But then we also use the
word “law” in a descriptive or
explanatory sense. We talk about
the laws of nature which do not
regulate conduct but explain
what is happening. Scientists
observed what was going on and
arrived at certain laws which
describe the phenomena they
observed which are unchanging
and predictable. The law of
gravity is a case in point. I drop

to do the wrong thing. As long
as I am in this physical body, I
cannot escape it. When I became
a Christian the Lord did not root
that out, nor did He undertake
a campaign to improve it over
time. It is incorrigible, just as
selﬁsh and evil as on the day I
trusted Christ and it will remain
so to the end.
It is not surprising then that
Paul bursts out, “O wretched
man that I am! Who will deliver
me from this body of death?”
(v24). Apparently a convicted
murderer in those days may
have had the unpleasant
experience of having his victim
tied to him, face to face, hand to
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hand and then he was thrown
out into the sun. He might well
have cried out for deliverance
from this body of death. This
body in which I ﬁnd myself
is an instrument of sin which
produces death. Where can I
ﬁnd deliverance? The problem is
resolved because Paul answers, “I
thank God – through Jesus Christ
our Lord” (v25). He anticipates
the return of the Lord Jesus when
we will be transformed into His
likeness and sin and sinning will
then be no more. He must have
this future deliverance in mind
because, if it was otherwise,
the concluding statement in the
chapter would be an anti-climax.
“So then, with the mind I myself
serve the law of God, but with the
ﬂesh the law of sin” (v23). He
afﬁrms that the struggle is not
over, not will it be in this lifetime.
Alexander Whyte used to tell his
congregation, “You’ll never get out
of the seventh of Romans while I’m
your minister.” In other words he
would continue to remind them
that, as long as we are in these
bodies, there can be no escape
from this tension and no ﬁnal
deliverance!
But these words surely have
an application in the present:
“I thank God – through Jesus
Christ our Lord!” It is true that
in ourselves we are altogether
incapable of measuring up to
the requirements of the law and
complete deliverance awaits
us at the return of Christ but
Romans 8 will tell us that “what
the law could not do... God did...
that the righteous requirement of
the law might be fulﬁlled in us...”
(8:3-4).

WILLIAM YUILLE
Markham, Ontario

Ebenezer

by William Blane

Come, O my soul thine Ebenezer raise,
To Him whose loving-kindness crowns thy days!
Let not a cloud the morning overcast
Which tells thee thirty years of life are past.
O’er Time’s swift flight let others shed their tears,
And mourn the glory of departed years,
‘Tis mine with grateful heart in truth to say
That God hath made my strength e’en as my day.
The past, with all its failures and regrets,
My heart oncoming grace more firmly sets;
Hope gilded all its clouds, and every joy’
Bespoke the bliss which cannot know alloy.
When trusting God I’ve proved His keeping power,
And proved Him faithful in each faithless hour;
His grace has been my stay, His love my light,
His truth my guiding pillar day and night.
Oft when the lingering heart Life’s path reviews,
Fond Memory gilds the scene with magic huesIts joys in envied splendour meet the eye,
Its sorrow in the shade obscurely lie;
In bold relief stands out each Might-have-been,
And vain regret plays with the enchanted scene,
Until the heart which know no heavenly joy
Thinks all the past was bliss without alloy,
Forgets the clouds of life, and longs in vain
To live “the sunny years of youth” again.
Not so the stranger here, of heavenly birthHis hopes eclipse the brightest joys of earth,
And, as the shining light, his pilgrim way
Grows ever brighter to the perfect day;
Elims or Marahs, whatsoe’er may come,
Life is his wilderness, and heaven his home.
Such is my happy lot. Full half my days
Have now been spent in pilgrim’s garb and ways;
And Hope grows brighter as the years roll on,
Which makes me glad the Past’s for ever gone:
This thought alone can give me cause to weepI was so long a lost and wandering sheep.
‘Tis summer now. Life’s changeful Spring is o’er,
And all its golden harvest lies before,
When Love should reap what Faith and Hope have sow’dLife has no Winter for the loved of God.
But O methinks the day is very near
When the archangel’s voice shall greet mine ear,
And in a moment changed I’ll rise above
To see Him, who not having seen, we love.
Till then, what’er my lot where’er I be,
O Saviour, be it mine to cleave to Thee!
To Him whose loving-kindness crowns my days
This Ebenezer song I gladly raise;
‘Tis meet that not a cloud should overcast
The morn that tells another year is past.
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THOUGHTS ON HUMANITY AND
DEITY
Method of Entrance
it is also true that the method of
entrance into the world does not
determine whether one is human or
not. The ﬁrst three individuals
in the world all came into it by
This phrase,
“ ‘Til Adam
He come”,
has
difference
means.
was
thrilledoutalloftrue
since
formed
the Christians
dust. Eve was
the days
the Apostles.
made
from of
Adam,
and Cain More
by
than
that,
it
has
motivated
them
birth from Adam and Eve.
constantly to ever greater devotion
Christ was conceived by the Holy
to our beloved Lord and Saviour,
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
whom we expect to see at any
All of these were human, but in
moment.
Now
thereofare
several
every
case the
means
entrance
New
Testament
passages
in
which
was different.
the inspired writers refer to the
Nor
does the
fact that
He was
imminent
coming
of Christ
for
a His
baby
imply
that
He
was
Church and its intended“just
effect
like
In fact,
His entrance
onus.”
us. This
article
considersinto
each
humanity
was
completely
different
of these in turn with the aim of
than
our federal
Adam.
applying
themhead
to our
lives, so that
will be moulded
by them
It we
is helpful
to remember
that more
the
incarnation
is theoffact
God took
into the image
ourthat
Soon-Coming
onLord.
humanity, while the virgin birth
was the means.
First of all, therefore, 1 Corinthians
Spiritual
chapter Condition
11 verse 26 refers to Its
Celebration
connection
Weekly
From this frame ofin reference,
with
the
Lord’s
Supper.
verse
individuals have gone on toThe
assume
reads
thus:
‘For
as
often
as
ye
that since Christ was human, like us,eat
thisHebread,
this cup, ye do
that
could and
havedrink
sinned.
shew [proclaim] the Lord’s death till
Again this is faulty thinking,
He come’. By celebrating the Lord’s
for the spiritual condition of an
Supper every ﬁrst day of the
individual does not determine his
week (seeorPaul’s
practice Adam
in Acts
humanity,
lack thereof.
chapter
20)
we
remember
Him
was innocent humanity prior to thein
allAfter
the preciousness
of was
His guilty
Person
fall.
sinning Adam
and
redeeming
work
on
the
cross,
humanity. Was he any less human
inspending
his secondsome
state?time together in
heartfelt worship of Him as we do
Inso.
Luke
Christ
is referred
as
He 1:35,
is absent
from
our sighttonow,
the “holy offspring” of Mary, and
although ‘present to faith’s opened
thus holy humanity.
eye’. But the wonderful truth is
Hethis,
is now
humanity.
Even
that gloriﬁed
we celebrate
the supper
those
advocating
the Kenosis
in view
of His imminent
second
theory
agree
He can
not‘Til
sinHe
coming,
andthat
therefore
only
income’.
this gloriﬁed
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“ ‘Til He Come!”
the Lamb in heaven, when we, as
the Bride of Christ, will be united
with Him, and then celebrate the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb in
the millennial kingdom on earth.
We anticipate that day of our
espousals every Lord’s Day as we
remember Him. Then He will fully
‘see of the travail of His soul, and shall
be satisﬁed’, Isa. 53. 11. So let us even
now, in the day of His rejection,
delight His heart by obeying His
command to ‘Remember Me’, see
Luke 22. 19.
Secondly, in Hebrews chapter 10
verse 37 the writer reminds his
persecuted readers of Its Promised
Compensation, in the words: ‘For
yet a little while, and He that shall
come will come, and will not tarry’.
Persecution, reproach for the
Name of Christ, and opposition
to the gospel we proclaim will
only last for this life. And yet,
when we are facing it, it is so real
and frightening. In the Western
World few believers today face
such suffering for Christ’s sake,
but perhaps these lines will come
into the hands of dear believers
in some Third World countries
who know only too well the cost
of being a Christian. We cannot
preach to them, because we have
not had to endure these things to
any great extent. But we can point
them to this passage which gives
ample encouragement to them to
continue to follow their Lord and
ours in spite of hardship caused
by unbelievers around them, or
simply by very adverse physical
conditions. ‘Cast not away therefore
your conﬁdence’ in Christ, because it
will soon yield you ‘great recompense

of reward’. We all need patient
endurance in the face of opposition
and hardship to continue to do
God’s will for our lives. Then we
will certainly receive the promised
reward in heaven. Christ is coming
back soon, perhaps sooner than we
dare to hope, and His loving smile
will banish all our grief and cares
for ever. We understand that many
a Christian martyr in the Roman
amphitheatres
died
hearing
someone calling out to them the
word ‘Maranatha!’, ‘The Lord is
coming!’ Christians in the Western
World should continually be
praying for our brethren and sisters
who are in prison, or otherwise
suffering, for the Name of Christ,
because we are one with them in
the universal Body of Christ. And
it could come to us too.
Thirdly, the Lord Jesus Himself
addressed to the faithful believers
in the local church at Thyatira
Its Clarion Call in the words of
Revelation chapter 2 verse 25: ‘But
that which ye have already hold fast
till I come’. What an encouragement
this must have been to these truehearted saints, who were clearly
struggling to be faithful to Christ
and His Word in an assembly
which had largely departed
grievously from the apostolic
pattern! The Lord had spoken
about ‘that woman Jezebel’, who was
usurping authority over the menfolk in the assembly and teaching
the believers to commit fornication
and to eat food which had been
sacriﬁced to idols. Many of us
would have left such an assembly
long ago in despair and disgust,
but a few true saints had stayed

Volume 40 | Number 5 | COUNSEL | November - December 2010

Living in the Light of
Christ’s Imminent Second Coming
to uphold the testimony. The Lord
Jesus recognised the difﬁculties
with which they were contending,
and greatly appreciated their
own faithfulness to Himself. He
refrained from criticising them
in any way, and treated them
very kindly, recognising the fact
that they did have some real love
for Himself and wanted to serve
Him, even under such adverse
circumstances. He held up before
them the wonderful prospect of
His second coming for them at the
Rapture of the Church, and simply
asked them to ‘hold fast’ what they
did have of spiritual value and
character until He relieved their
sufferings for ever. Neither let
us today be discouraged, should
we be in an assembly which has
largely departed from Scriptural
principles, but be encouraged by
these words to ‘hold fast’ what we
still enjoy of Christ and His Word
until our Lord comes for us and
resolves the situation. Then those
who have proved themselves not
to be true believers at all will be
left behind to face the wrath of
God’s judgement. But our place
will be with Christ in glory ruling
the nations with Him. What an
incentive to ‘hold on’!
Finally, the apostle Paul received
a special word, or revelation, from
the Lord concerning Its Eternal
Comfort for those who have lost
believing loved ones in physical
death. 1 Thessalonians chapter 4
verses 13-18 fully explains the truth
of the resurrection of departed
believers momentarily before
living believers are raptured to join
them in the air with the Lord Jesus

and then return with Him to His
Father’s house, according to John
14. 1-3. So believers who die before
the Lord comes again will not in
any way miss out on the events at
that time, but begin to participate
in them a little before those of us
who are still living do so. They
will precede us, in fact. The young
Thessalonian Christians had been
worried that their departed loved
ones might not enjoy the blessings
of the kingdom of Christ with
themselves. But Paul was able to
reassure them that this would not
be so at all; rather, their loved ones
had a slight advantage over them,
in that they would be with their
Lord just before they were. Listen
to the words of verses 16-18: ‘For
the Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump
of God: and the dead in Christ shall
rise ﬁrst: Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: so shall we ever be
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one
another with these words’. What a
real comfort this is to all those of
us who have lost believing friends
and loved ones over many years!
What a gathering of the ransomed
the Resurrection and Rapture of
the Church will be! The Lord will
not leave behind any of His own.
He loves us too much for that. May
these thoughts sustain and uplift
us whenever we lay any of our dear
ones to rest in this vale of tears. No,
a Christian need not sorrow like
others who have no hope. Christ at
His second coming is our blessed,
certain, and joyful Hope!

Let us, then, conclude by quoting
the words of a well-known hymn
by Edward Henry Bickersteth
(1825-1906) sometimes sung at the
Lord’s Supper, which inspired the
writing of this article:‘’Till He come!’’ O let the words
Linger on the trembling chords;
Let the ‘’little while’’ between
In their golden light be seen;
Let us think how heaven and home
Lie beyond that ‘’Till He come!’’
When the weary ones we love
Enter on their rest above,
When their words of love and cheer
Fall no longer on our ear,
Hush! be every murmur dumb,
It is only ‘’Till He come!’’
Clouds and darkness round us press;
Would we have one sorrow less?
All the sharpness of the cross,
All that tells us that the world is loss,
Death, and darkness, and the tomb,
Pain us only ‘’Till He come!’’
Sweet the feast of love divine,
Broken bread and outpoured wine;
Sweet memorials, till the Lord
Call us round His heavenly board,
Some from earth, from glory some,
Severed only ‘’Till He come!’’
(Believers Hymn Book, no. 299)

MALCOLM C. DAVIS
Leeds, UK
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GOD’S
LIBRARY
We are told, on good authority,
that of the writing of books
there is no end. How true.
Even in these days of highly
diversified and speedy means
of communication, books are
being written at an amazing
rate. We are told also that,
had the world been able to
assimilate them, myriad books
could have been written about
the work and life of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. In fact,
on reflection, it is amazing that
such books were not written.
When we consider the unique
life and works of the Lord, and
assume that there must have
been many persons who were
personally acquainted with
Him, and could surely have
told many interesting things
about Him, it is amazing that
the only books written about
Jesus of Nazareth are the
four that were written under
inspiration, and now comprise
the four Gospels. Perhaps
other books were written, but
God has not allowed them to
survive. Perhaps it was not
God’s mind that those books
should be in His library. In
recent times, some manuscripts
have emerged which purport
to give interesting information
Page 11

about our Lord and His life,
but generally such have
proven to be fraudulent,
or merely speculative, or
based on misinformation.
But God does have His
library.
The
Bible
is,
in fact, a collection of
individual books, letters,
and manuscripts; which are
arranged in a specific and
instructive order. Every
time you open the Bible,
which is the only book
available to humans that
was written by inspiration
of God Himself, you are
reading God’s personal and
specific message to you.
This great book, which has
consistently proven itself
to be absolutely accurate,
and totally reliable in every
respect is the centerpiece of
God’s library.
But, within the Bible book
there are other books. Each
carries a specific message.
The final book of the Bible,
Revelation, for example
references
unique
and
specific books of God’s
library. It is instructive to
note four such books, found
in Chapters 1, 5, 10, and 20

of Revelation. These also are
profitable.
As the Spirit of God begins to
present His Revelation to John,
He tells him (ch. 1:11) to write
what he sees in a book; and to
send that book specifically to
the seven churches, which were
then in Asia. We understand
that those seven churches
represented the whole of New
Testament church conditions
and history, as would unfold
during the present age of
grace. And, the progressive
conditions described in those
seven are illustrative of the
whole ecclesiastical history
of the New Testament church
on earth. We are doubtless
presently in the Laodicean age
and condition; near the end
of this dispensation. The Lord
will, we are convinced, soon
remove His church from earth;
thus gathering in Heaven His
glorious and eternal bride.
Meanwhile, the revelation
given to John was specifically
addressed to that church,
while it is on earth. We do well
to examine this book in that
light; noting that it was written
for, and given to, us. From the
pages of this book of divine
revelation, we are to learn great
things of the personal glories
of our Savior, who is the Head
of the church. We are to learn
much from it of the progress,
and sad deterioration of the
New Testament church. We
are to find on the pages of this
book the signs and evidences
of God’s plan for the ages,
noting the signposts along our
roadway that tell us now that
we are nearing our eternal
destination. It is only the heart
and mind of believers, whose
spiritual eyes have been opened
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by the infusion of eternal life,
who are able to read this book
of God’s library in a manner
that is intelligently instructive.
God desires that we should
have the guidance that this
book provides; for it should
put us in an enlightened state
of mind and heart that will
establish within us the reality
that we are living now on
the threshold of eternity. The
whole Book of Revelation was
to be read, and understood,
by each of the seven churches;
and Revelation is a gift to the
church of today, intended to
teach us something of our
present condition and destiny.
In Chapter 5 a very unique book
is described. It is in the form of
a scroll, sealed with seven seals.
It can be opened only in stepby-step progression, as each
successive seal is broken. But
God, the great Revealer, points
out that there is only One Who
is qualified to break the seals,
and open this book. At first
glance, this book would seem
to be a great mystery. But, it is
very instructive to be aware that
almost every one of the great
mysteries that appears in the
Book of Revelation is related
to an incident that is described
in the Old Testament; and
those Old Testament incidents
serve to shed much light on
the revelation that we find in
the last book of the Bible. Such
is the case here. This Book of
Seven Seals takes our thoughts
back to Jeremiah 32. Those were
dark days in Israel. Jerusalem
was under siege. Jeremiah was
in prison. The situation in Israel
was dismal indeed. There was
a piece of land that was owned
by an uncle of Jeremiah, in
Anathoth. The uncle proposed

that Jeremiah should purchase
that land from him, and God
instructed Jeremiah to do so.
Considering the local time and
conditions, the purchase of
real estate would seem then to
have been a very questionable
investment.
However,
Jeremiah purchased the land.
The title was recorded in the
legal fashion of the day. The
purchase price was exchanged.
The deed was sealed. Then
Jeremiah, gave the sealed
deed which was evidence
of the purchase, to Baruch,
with instructions for its safe
keeping. Baruch was told that
the evidence was to be put in an
earthen vessel, which was to be
safely put away for many days.
Meanwhile, God promised that
the land would one day in the
future once again be a land of
vineyards and fields. The land
Jeremiah had just purchased
would therefore, in the future,
be of great value. It is highly
probable that, somewhere in
the earthen jars and caves of
Israel even today, Jeremiah’s
title deed is safely preserved
against a coming day, when
Israel will be in its restored
condition. Meanwhile, as we
read of the scroll in Revelation
5 in the New Testament, we are
reading a situation parallel to
what Jeremiah experienced long
ago. The Lord, as Creator of
earth, is its owner. He rightfully
possesses the title deeds. Now,
however, He is in rejection;
and those who despise Him
think of themselves as being in
possession of the earth which
He created. His title to earth,
as its sole Creator, is, however,
preserved by the hand of God
against a coming day when the
enemies of our Savior will be
put down. Then He will take

the title deeds that have been
preserved as rightfully His
down through the centuries,
and He’ll open them one by
one. As the seals are broken,
He will resume His rightful
position as owner of thus
planet. Judgment will befall
His enemies. He shall reign
from shore to shore. Every knee
will bow to Him, and all will
confess that the title to every
inch of earth is absolutely His.
Meanwhile, we as readers of
His revelation, are not to forget
that He is the Creator, the
Owner, the rightful possessor
of everything that we can see
and know of earth. It is His,
and He will again possess it.
We should regard the things of
time and earth in the context
of the reality of the scroll book
of Revelation 5.
In Chapter 10, there is a little
book. It is presented to us as
open, thus suggesting it is in
the condition of being read.
It is passed directly from the
hands of the Savior God to
the possession of John, who
is God’s representative and
messenger in the Book of
Revelation. This is God’s book
to His servants and messengers.
John is instructed to take it and
to ingest it. This act reminds
us of God’s Word to us. It is a
book that is presented as being
little – not too big to take in. It
is open, instructing us to read
it in full. It is passed directly
from the hands of its Author, to
us; and we are to ingest it. We
find that, as John ingested it,
it had two distinctly different
effects upon him – sweetness
in his mouth and bitterness
in his innards. Again, there is
instructive parallel in the Old
Testament. Our minds go back
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to Sinai, to Moses, to God and
the tables of stone that were
exchanged there directly from
God to the hands of man. It
should be noted that (Ex. 24:12;
31:18; 32:15-16) the first set of
tables were made and written
by the hand of God. Completely
fashioned by God Himself,
they were presented to Moses;
bearing on their surfaces the
law of God in its delightful
quality. Moses received those
tables; doubtless with the
sweetness of anticipation and
delight as he realized that God
was giving to him, and to the
people of Israel, very specific,
divine, delightful instruction.
Figuratively, we could expect
that those original tables were
sweetness in the spiritual mouth
of Moses. Alas, as Scripture tells
us, God’s law was broken even
before Moses could bring the
tables down from the mount.
Seeing the law already broken,
Moses discarded and broke
those original tables at the foot
of Mount Sinai. A short while
later, however, after God and
Moses had conversed regarding
this awful event, Moses was
instructed regarding a new set
of stone tables (Ex. 34:1 and
4). These, however, were to be
hewn by Moses – not by God.
God wrote His law upon these
new tables, but the more fragile
substrate upon which God
wrote this second time was
the work of a man, rather than
God. How much less sweet –
even bitter – must these second
stones have been in the mind of
Moses.. That second set would
constantly remind Israel – and
Moses – of their tragic inability
to fully keep God’s law. The
very existence of those second
tables foretold the reality of
God’s ultimate judgment upon
Page 13

His people, as law-breakers.
They received a law that they
could not keep. Bitter truth.
Now let us return to the little
book in the hands of God’s
messenger in Revelation 10.
The two aspects of the quality
and character of God’s Word
are conveyed to the messenger.
In part, that book instructs the
messenger in the sweetness of
the fullness of God’s eternal
and changeless purpose for His
own and for earth itself. But, in
the same volume, the messenger
learns the bitter reality of sin,
its curse, its judgment, and
the eternal doom of all who
abide in their sin and away
from God. A little book – to the
faithful messenger both bitter
and sweet. Yet, instructive and
absolutely necessary to be fully
imbibed.
Presented largely in Chapter 20,
the reader is taught regarding
the final book to appear in
God’s library. This one is
named. It is the only one of the
four that is given a name, The
Lamb’s Book of Life. This book
is made by, kept by, and used
by the Lamb of God Himself.
It is His ledger. It is the desire
of His loving heart that this
ledger, which is composed
entirely of names of humans,
should contain the name of
every human being that ever
lived. He has made provision so
that it could be so, for the one
sacrifice that He made for sin is
sufficient to save every sinner.
In fact (Heb. 9) He put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
His was a perfect work. His
blood avails for all. Thus, there
is room on the pages of the
Lamb’s Book of Life for the
name of every sinner. But, alas,
there are those whose names

are “not found written” in this
book. How so? The answer is
given to us in John 3:18; where
we learn that those who are
condemned – whose names are
not in the Lamb’s Book of Life –
are “not found written” because
those individual sinners have
refused to believe God’s
message to them regarding sin
and the Savior. These have not
repented.. These have, in effect,
erased their names from this
precious book, the Lamb’s Book
of Life. He thus places himself
outside of its pages, and under
the horror of the judgment of
the Lamb Himself. Thus, every
soul whose name is “not found
written” in the Lamb’s Book
of Live is cast into the Lake of
Fire. This is the final volume
in God’s library. The narrative
ends. It ends with a record of
the self-determined destiny of
every sinner who ever lived.
How precious, to the Lamb
Himself, are the names that are
found written on the pages of
this blessed book; for they are
His sheep. They are the ones
to whom He has given eternal
life, and they can never perish.
But, as we come to the end of
Revelation, in our mind’s eye
we can almost see the nailpierced hand, and He closes
the book for the last time; and
millions of those He loved,
and for whom He died, are lost
eternally because they would
not believe. Is your name
written there?
God’s library. Good reading.
Instructive, eternal, inspiring.
May we spend much quiet and
reflective time in the library of
our heavenly Father.
DOUG KAZEN
Kirkland, Washington
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Undoubtedly, the Sermon on
the Mount is among the most
beloved and treasured texts
of Scripture. It contains the
well-known Lord’s prayer, the
Beatitudes, and the so-called
“golden rule.” It exhorts the
believer toward the lofty level
of service to Christ by urging,
“Let your light so shine before men,
so they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in
heaven” (Matt. 5:16). It contains
comfort for the weary heart and
strength for the Christian to
persevere in the most difﬁcult
and trying of circumstances.
The spiritual themes of prayer,
holiness, faith, marriage, and
worry are all addressed by
the Lord. Down through the
centuries, scholars and skeptics
alike have all praised the
spiritual virtues of the Sermon
on the Mount. Its value is
carried over into other books
of the New Testament, where
the Sermon is alluded to ﬁfteen
times in the book of James and
quoted over twenty times in the
other epistles. Beloved preacher
Harry A. Ironside writes: “The
keenest intellects of the earth have
recognized in the Sermon on the

Mount the highest
teaching to men...” 1

ethical

Nevertheless, in the Sermon,
our Lord Jesus was not
preaching
a
salvation
message; but rather, He was
setting forth the principles of
the kingdom which should
guide the lives of believers
in all ages.

IS THE SERMON ON
THE MOUNT A GOSPEL
PRESENTATION?
Despite the Sermon on
the Mount’s rich spiritual
teaching, it has also been
subject
of
much
the
misunderstanding
and
controversy.
Liberal
theologians have argued
that, within the Sermon, the
gospel of Christ is richly
presented. Liberals such as
German theologian Adolph
Harnack (1851-1930), as well
as American modernists
Harry Emerson Fosdick and
Norman V. Peale, have held
this view. A few evangelical
leaders have also argued for
the gospel perspective. Bible
teacher and popular author

Examining the

Sermon on the Mount

John MacArthur writes: “(Sermon
on the Mount) is pure gospel, with
as pointed an invitation as ever
been presented.” 2 Evangelical
Lutheran scholar R. H. C. Lenski
also held this view.
Clearly, there are aspects of
the Sermon on the Mount that
lend themselves to a gospel
application. Many have come to
Christ through hearing gospel
sermons based upon the Lord’s
teaching about the “strait” and
“wide” gates (Mt. 7:14). The
sins of hypocrisy, hatred, lust,
and adultery, among others, are
denounced by the Lord in this
Sermon. Nevertheless, it seems
very clear that the Sermon on the
Mount, as a whole, is not a gospel
presentation. It is an exhortation
to disciples of all ages concerning
the conduct and character of
those who would acknowledge
Him as their rightful King. This
sermon was never intended to
be a presentation of the plan of
salvation to unsaved people or
teaching for the unsaved. This
sermon was addressed to the
disciples, not to an unsaved
audience.” (Matt. 5:1).
William MacDonald writes: “For
whom was this sermon intended? It
was meant for all who acknowledge
Christ as King, whether in the past,
present, or future. When Christ was
on earth, it had direct application to
His disciples. During the present
age, when our Lord is in heaven, it
applies to all who crown Him King
in their hearts.” 3
On the question of whether the
Sermon presents a salvation
message, early dispensational
scholar William Kelly (18201906) writes: “The Sermon on

Volume 40 | Number 5 | COUNSEL | November - December 2010

Page 14

the Mount treats not (the subject)
of salvation but of the character
and conduct of those that belong
to Christ—the true yet rejected
King. But when we examine these
Beatitudes closely, we shall ﬁnd an
astonishing depth in them...” 4

IS THE SERMON ON THE
MOUNT FOR THE KINGDOM
AGE ONLY?
Dispensationalists have been
roundly criticized for teaching
that the precepts of the Sermon
on the Mount are primarily for
the kingdom age alone, and
then secondarily for Christians
today. This was the teaching
of Bible teachers Lewis Sperry
Chafer (1871-1952), the founder
of Dallas Theological Seminary,
and C. I. Scoﬁeld (1843-1921),
editor of the Scoﬁeld Reference
Bible (1909), and a small number
of other dispensational Bible
teachers.
In fairness to them, they clearly
acknowledged that the Sermon
on the Mount’s principles should
be practiced by Christians in
this age. Sadly, this fact was
usually omitted by their critics.
Nonetheless, in retrospect, it
seems as if these good scholars
were guilty of dispensational
over zealousness. The majority
of dispensationalists have not
held this view. Many other
dispensational
scholars
of
that time and the majority of
present-day dispensationalists
did not hold this perspective.
Dispensationalists
such
as
William Kelly, C. F. Hogg, J.
B. Watson, and H. A. Ironside
along
with
modern-day
dispensationalists
William
MacDonald and Charles Ryrie,
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have taught that the Sermon on
the Mount is for disciples that
acknowledge Christ as King in
every age.
What is the biblical basis for
setting aside the view that
the principles of Christ in
the Sermon on the Mount
are primarily intended for
disciples during the Millennial
kingdom? The principle reason
is that the conditions described
in the Sermon on the Mount
contradict, in many ways, the
characteristics that will typify
the reign of Christ. For example,
the kingdom reign of Christ
is a period of unrivaled and
unparalleled
righteousness,
yet the Sermon on the Mount
suggests a period where evil and
unrighteousness predominate.
The kingdom into which the
disciples of the King are sent
is one that has not yet been
transformed by the power of
the Holy Spirit. It is a kingdom
that has not yet submitted to the
rule of Christ. C. F. Hogg and
J. B. Watson wrote in the book
entitled Scaling the Sermon
on the Mount: “It is sometimes
contended that the Sermon on the
Mount is to be in force during the
millennial reign of Christ. But the
characteristic of the millennial
age is that righteousness will be
maintained with adequate power...
In this (present) age there are two
kingdoms—”the power of darkness”
and the “kingdom of the Son of
His love.” In that age there will be
but one, for then “the kingdoms of
the world” will have become “the
kingdom of our Lord, and of His
Christ.” 5
In addition to this general

inconsistency, there are a host
of lesser, but nonetheless
important, contradictions. For
instance, under the thousandyear administration of the
“Prince of Peace” there will be
a time of unprecedented peace;
yet, in the Sermon on the Mount,
we ﬁnd that there is physical
persecution of believers. In the
Sermon on the Mount spiritual
darkness is assumed because
Christ exhorts His followers
to be the light of the world. In
the Sermon on the Mount, the
Lord warns of the hatred of
Christ, the love of mammon,
hypocrisy, false almsgiving,
and moral darkness, all of
which clash with the character
of the thousand-year kingdom
of Christ. Many students of
Scripture have noticed these
difﬁculties.
Dispensational
Bible scholar Charles C. Ryrie
makes the following important
observation: “If the Sermon will be
the new rule of life for the millennial
kingdom, what will be the purpose
of praying “thy kingdom come” if
it has already come (Matt. 6:10)?
Another is this: If the sermon
is for the future kingdom when
righteousness will reign, why will
some be persecuted (Matt 5:10)?” 6
While the Sermon on the Mount
is certainly to be taken seriously
by followers of Christ in every
age, another important yet
thorny question remains to be
examined.

IS THE SERMON ON THE
MOUNT THE “MAGNA CARTA”
OF CHURCH?
It has been said that the Sermon
on the Mount is the “Magna
Carta” of the church. By this it is
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meant that in these three chapters
of Matthew, the Lord Jesus Christ
has given Christians the highest
and most complete teaching
for the church. We must state
ﬁrmly that although the Sermon
on the Mount is a powerful
presentation of spiritual truth,
at the same time, it is not the
most complete summary of New
Testament truth. The Sermon on
the Mount, generally speaking,
portrays the inward spiritual
life and the spiritual disciplines
of the followers of Christ. So, in
it we ﬁnd the Lord developing
teaching on holiness, prayer,
fasting, confession, hungering
and thirsting for righteousness.
However, the doctrines that
are the foundation of the
Christian life and the New
Testament church go strangely
unmentioned. We ﬁnd their
absence in this Sermon very
signiﬁcant. It should be noted
that in the Sermon on the Mount
there is no mention of: 1) The
cross and death of Christ; 2)
Water and Holy Spirit baptism;
3) The person and work of the
Holy Spirit; 4) Elders, deacons
and church leadership; 5)
Spiritual gifts given to the
church; 6) The indwelling
Holy Spirit in the believer. 7)
The doctrines of justiﬁcation,
redemption, eternal security. 8)
The doctrines concerning future
things such as the tribulation
period, the rapture of the
church, the second coming, and
Antichrist.
The doctrines that are set forth
in passages such as John 1317, Romans, Ephesians, and
1 Corinthians give us a much
fuller revelation of God’s design

for the church and the believer’s
resources in Christ. Sadly, today
there is a sharp departure from
these doctrinal sections in favor
of the more ethical, moral, and
pragmatic portions of Scripture.
This de-emphasis of New
Testament doctrine has led to a
surge of interest in the Emerging
church, ancient rituals, and a
growing modernist tendency
in
once-strong
evangelical
churches.
Respected Bible commentator
Arno C. Gaebelein (1863-1930)
noticed this same pattern nearly
one hundred years ago. He
writes: “In our days more than ever
before, we notice an astonishing
misuse of the Sermon on the Mount.
The saddest of all is that many
preachers of various evangelical
denominations fall back upon it as
the most important document of
Christendom; for them it seems to
become more and more the Gospel,
and the consequences are that
we hear in our times more ethical
preaching, more about becoming
better, doing good, improving your
better self, than ever before...And as
this is done, there is less preaching
on the utter corruption of man, his
lost condition, and his helplessness
to be righteous...As the teachings
of the Epistle of Romans have
been and are being abandoned in
Christendom, the false application
of this discourse here in Matthew
has been taken up.” 7

Every truth of Scripture is
important and valuable to the
church. The Sermon on the
Mount sets forth teaching that
is precious to every believer and
useful to the church, but not
truth that is unique to the church.
May the church never neglect
the rich spiritual challenges of
the Sermon on the Mount but
may she also never spurn the
challenges of the doctrinally
important Pauline, Petrine, and
Johannine epistles.
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CONCLUSION
The warning is clear. Biblical
truth must be balanced. The
inward spiritual truths of the
Sermon on the Mount must be
tempered and grounded by the
teaching of the Pauline epistles.

DAVID DUNLAP
Land ‘O Lakes, Florida
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF ISAAC: Part 2
III. THE BIRTH OF THE HEIR, GEN.
21: 1-8
“And the LORD visited Sarah as he had
said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as
he had spoken. For Sarah conceived, and
bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the
set time of which God had spoken to him.
And Abraham called the name of his son
that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare
to him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised
his son Isaac being eight days old, as God
had commanded him. And Abraham was
an hundred years old, when his son Isaac
was born unto him. And Sarah said, God
hath made me to laugh, so that all that
hear will laugh with me. And she said,
Who would have said unto Abraham,
that Sarah should have given children
suck? For I have born him a son in his
old age. And the child grew, and was
weaned: and Abraham made a great feast
the same day that Isaac was weaned.”
Gen. 21: 1-8
The chapter before us is a bright
testimony to the faithfulness of
Jehovah, for in accordance with His
promise given one year earlier, He is
said to have visited Sarah and done
to her as He had spoken. A covenant
keeping God He is indeed and we all
can testify of His faithfulness.
Not only that, but it all happened at
the set time of which He had spoken,
(compare Gal. 4: 4). And our God’s
timing is always the best, according
to His good pleasure which He has
purposed in Himself, (Eph. 1: 9).
But for the miracle to be conﬁrmed,
Abraham had to patiently wait till he
is one hundred years old before he
got a son in “his old age”. Therefore
Abraham the faithful was a living
testimony to the rewards of waiting
on the Lord and to the patience of
faith, (v. 5).
The name of the heir which has been
given to him by Jehovah before his
birth was Isaac. And verse three here
conﬁrms again that he was born to
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Abraham by Sarah, thus leaving us
in no doubt, (Rom 9: 9). The name
meant laughter, thus Isaac’s birth
brought JOY to the entire household
of Abraham, perhaps with one notable
exception; his brother Ishmael. In
this Isaac is a type of every born
again child of God whose birth is
celebrated with joy by the angels of
God in heaven, (Luke, 15: 10).

We next read about Abraham’s
obedience to God’s command
regarding the sign of the covenant.
For he had his son Isaac circumcised
on the eighth day, (v. 4). Thus Isaac
becomes the ﬁrst male child who was
so treated. Remember that Abraham
was ninety nine years old when he
was circumcised, while Ishmael was
thirteen. In this Isaac seemed to have
had the precedence over all the seed.
Pointing us to the true Seed; our
Lord Jesus who was also circumcised
on the eighth day, (Luke 2: 21), and
who should in all things have the
pre-eminence, (Col. 1: 18). To be
circumcised, spiritually speaking
means the death of the ﬂesh. For
the NT believer the circumcision of
Christ speaks of the putting off of the
body of the sins of the ﬂesh, (Col 2:
11). This in practical terms means the
daily exercise of mortifying the deeds
of the ﬂesh, (Col. 3; 15, Rom. 6: 13).
Sarah the mother of the heir is also
seen to rejoice. Her laughter this time
is the result of conﬁdence rather than
doubt, (18: 12). She acknowledged
that it was God who made her laugh,
(v. 6). The clear testimony of the Holy
Spirit about Sarah’s faith in Hebrews
chapter eleven is worth noting here.
“Through faith also Sara herself received
strength to conceive seed, and was
delivered of a child when she was past
age, because she judged him faithful who
had promised.” Heb. 11: 11. Though we
do not read any clear approbation of
Sarah in this chapter of Genesis, yet
God who knows the thoughts and

intents of the heart was pleased to
record His estimation of her faith in
the record of Hebrews.

It is remarkable how the book of
Galatians refers so many times to
Isaac; the appointed seed as a type of
the NT believer. A new deﬁnition of
who the “sons of Abraham” is given
in chapter three. “Know ye therefore
that they who are of faith, the same are the
sons of Abraham. And the scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles through faith, preached before
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In
thee shall all nations be blessed. So then
they who are of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham.” Gal. 3: 7-9. We
see therefore that the Gentiles who
believe in Jesus Christ are the sons of
Abraham. But furthermore they all
are the sons of God and Abraham’s
seed, therefore heirs according to the
promise, (Gal. 3: 26, 29). By contrast
the seed of Abraham according to the
ﬂesh, because of their rejecting Christ
were told they are not Abraham’s
children, (see Jn. 8: 36- 39). And again
we are told that “Now we, brethren, as
Isaac was, are the children of promise”
Gal. 4: 28. Referring here particularly
to his being born by promise.

Another joyful occasion was to be
celebrated by Abraham’s household.
For we read that Isaac was weaned
and that Abraham made a great
feast the same day that Isaac was
weaned. Weaning was considered
a step towards maturity. The child
becoming independent of mother’s
milk and is approaching majority
status. The father of course will
rejoice at the birth of the son, but
he will also rejoice to know that the
son is growing up to assume the
responsibility of the heir. Applying
this to the NT believer we know that
we ought to “As newborn babes desire
the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow by it” 1 Pet. 2: 2. But as time goes
on we need to be able to consume
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a more solid food of the deeper
knowledge and appreciation of our
Lord and His un-searchable riches.
So it is necessary that a process of
spiritual weaning should take place
in our lives bringing us to more
maturity. Otherwise we will fall into
a state of immaturity where we will
be in danger of lacking discernment.
The writer of the book of Hebrews
warns against this kind of situation
saying, “For when for the time ye ought
to be teachers, ye have need that one teach
you again which be the ﬁrst principles of
the oracles of God; and are become such
as have need of milk, and not of strong
meat. For every one that useth milk is
unskilful in the word of righteousness:
for he is a babe. But strong meat
belongeth to them that are of full age,
even those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil” Heb. 5: 12- 14. How we
ought to be before the Lord asking
for mature men and women in our
Assemblies who are able to discern
good and evil and who would work
to protect the saints from incoming
false doctrines and practices.

Again we ﬁnd the churches of
Galatia in the days of the Apostle
Paul being subjected to extreme
pressures from the Judiazers. Who
wanted to add the works of the Law
and its ceremonial ordinances to the
pure grace of God as the means of
salvation and of victorious Christian
living, “This only would I learn of you,
received ye the Spirit by the works of the
law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye
so foolish? having begun in the Spirit,
are ye now made perfect by the ﬂesh?”
(Gal. 3: 2- 3). And again “How turn ye
again to the weak and beggarly elements,
whereunto ye desire again to be in
bondage? Ye observe days, and months,
and times, and years. I am afraid of you,
lest I have bestowed upon you labor in
vain” Gal 4: 9-11.
Those false teachers wanted the
believers in Galatia to revert back
to minority status of the heir who
remained a child under tutors and
governors, (Gal. 4: 1-3). When for the
time they ought to have stood fast in
the liberty with which Christ has
made them free, (Gal. 5: 1). A weaned

maturing Isaac was conscious, so to
speak, of that liberty as he knew that
now he is a son and heir, no more a
babe. And so should we all be.

IV. WHO STAYS AND WHO GOES?
As we mentioned before the birth
and weaning of Isaac brought joy to
the household. But at the same time it
created a difﬁcult situation, because
the son of the bondwoman was seen
mocking Isaac. This is described in
Galatians as persecuting, so perhaps
there was an element of what we call
nowadays bullying! Sarah would not
have this situation to continue so she
asked for the expulsion of both Hagar
and her son at once. This constituted
an unenviable situation for poor
Abraham. It was a moral dilemma
for the old Patriarch. After all Ishmael
was his son too. But through Divine
counsel it was made clear to Abraham
that he should hearken unto the
voice of Sarah. Further conﬁrmation
of God’s blessing of Ishmael, who
will be made a nation, was given by
the Lord perhaps to soften the blow
on Abraham. He then sent off the
bondwoman and her son with bread
and water into the wilderness. God’s
faithfulness is seen in His Divine care
for the two of them as the rest of the
chapter shows, (Gen 21: 14- 21)
No doubt the question of fairness
arises in the minds of many
regarding this part of the narrative.
However we have already seen that
God in faithfulness to His promise
did provide for the lad and his
mother because he was the seed of
Abraham.

The story however has a deeper
spiritual signiﬁcance in so far as the
mind of God and His eternal counsels
are concerned. For it is used again by
the Holy Spirit as an allegory in the
Book of Galatians, (Gal. 4: 21-31). The
two sons of Abraham are presented
not in their personal capacity but in
their symbolic signiﬁcance.

it took a miracle for the birth of
Isaac to be realized, moreover Isaac
alone was born by promise. Ishmael
therefore stands for the old covenant
of Sinai which by its nature bears
children to bondage. And thus he
represents Jerusalem that is now, who
is in bondage with her children. But
Isaac the one born by promise speaks
of the covenant of Grace whose
offspring are free. And he therefore
represents Jerusalem that is above,
the mother of us all. The question
arises could the two covenants coexist? Could the Law from Sinai
and Grace based on Christ’s work
on the cross live under the same
roof? In no way says the Scriptures.
“Nevertheless what saith the scripture?
Cast out the bondwoman and her son:
for the son of the bondwoman shall not
be heir with the son of the freewoman.
So then, brethren, we are not children of
the bondwoman, but of the free”, Gal 4:
30-31.

Here then is the proper NT
application and the deeper spiritual
meaning of a story that may at ﬁrst
have sounded like a mere domestic
dispute. Salvation therefore is by
the grace of God alone through faith
only and without the works of the
Law.

What an amazing book of life the
Bible is to us beloved! Not the
product of man’s thought. Nor the
fruit of man’s endeavors. But truly
given by inspiration of God, and is
proﬁtable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in
righteousness. (2 Tim 3: 16)
Thy word is like a garden Lord, with
ﬂowers bright and fair,
And every one who seeks may pluck a
lovely cluster there,
Thy word is like a deep deep mine; and
jewels rich and rare,
Are hidden in its mighty depths, for
every searcher there.
- Edwin Hodder

The son of the bondwoman speaks of
those who were born after the ﬂesh,
(Jn. 3: 6). For Hagar was a young
woman in the child-bearing period of
her life when she had him. Whereas
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What Would He Say?
If He should come today,
And ﬁnd my hands so full of future plans, however fair,
In which my Saviour has no share,
What would He say?
If should come today,
And ﬁnd my love so cold,
My faith so very weak and dim,
I had not even looked for Him,
What would He say?
If He should come today,
And ﬁnd I had not told
One soul about my Heavenly Friend
Whose blessings all my way attend,
What would He say?
If He should come today,
Would I be glad-quite glad?
Remembering He had died for all,
And none, thro’ me, had heard His call,
What would He say?
-Grace E. Troy
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