EDITORIAL

KNOWING IS GROWING

‘That ye may know what is the
hope of His calling, and what
the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints.’
Ephesians 1:18

God the Father.’2

‘Knowledge is power’ the world
says. And there is likely a grain
of truth in that on a human level.
Paul’s exercise in prayer for his
beloved Ephesian believers was
that they would have wisdom,
revelation and knowledge. Not
the kind that leads to pride, but
the kind that leads to progress
and growth in the Christian
life. Paul knew that if believers
knew what he knew, they too
would see things as God sees
them. This in turn lifts us out
of mere natural or worldly view
of things and gives us clarity
of thought as to what God’s
purposes are. This promotes
spiritual growth in the believer.
Happily for us, knowledge in
Christ is not a dark, mysterious
thing, as in the cults, but it is
open for every believer willing
to learn.
Paul was full of the fact that
the believer has been taken into
God’s conﬁdence so to speak,
and to us has been disclosed
God’s eternal purposes. Not
every detail of how this will
unfold perhaps, but the main
thing has already been revealed
to us. Everything will ﬁnd itself
under the head or authority of
our Lord Jesus Christ.1 There
is coming a day, as Paul writes
to the Philippians, when ‘every
knee should (will) bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth; and that
every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
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Such an idea seems a hopeless
dream looking at the world
today. But so did most Bible
prophecies before they were
fulﬁlled. There can be no doubt
about this one either. When the
‘fullness of times’ arrive God
will act and the world of men,
angels and demons will yield to
His authority.
Paul points out to the Ephesians
that one of the many riches of
the Christian is our guaranteed
association with the One who
will rule over all.3 We learn it is
His purpose to share His riches
with us.4 In fact Paul says we
are his inheritance!5
It was these thoughts that put
everything in perspective for
Paul. A prisoner of Rome?
Impossible. Paul was a prisoner
of Jesus Christ.6
He was a
prisoner of the Lord.7 If the Lord
allowed earthly imprisonment
it mattered not in the big picture
of things. Paul was looking
forward to sharing with Christ
when all authorities, including
Roman, would bow to his Lord.
This is what armed the
apostle and so should arm us
in this world. The world’s
disappointments cannot be ours
because our hopes and dreams
are not here. We look forward
to a coming day of true power,
glory and riches. Our sufferings
at their worst are temporary. If
we dwell on them and think that
is all there is to life, we will be
discouraged. But if we like Paul,
realize that there is a greater
purpose at work. And that even
our difﬁculties here and now

are stepping stones, training
and equipping us to share with
our Lord, and then we will not
be overcome by them.
Paul appeals to us to ‘put on the
whole armour of God’8 because
this resource overcomes with
victory the strategies of the
mysterious powers of darkness.
They cannot touch a child of
God, unless we are careless and
fail to use the armour God has
given us.
All of Paul’s exhortations to
growth and godliness in the
Christian life make sense in light
of the higher purpose of God of
which we are a part. The call to
holiness makes perfect sense.
Why wouldn’t we be separate
from a world system that is
going to crash in defeat? Why
would we as Christians want to
walk in darkness when we can
walk in light? What possible
trial of earth could ever separate
us from the One who loves and
cares for us?
Knowing is growing. Knowing
these things promote spiritual
growth. Feeding on God’s word
opens our hearts and minds and
eyes to see what is going on.
Knowledge really is power.
Ephesians 1:10
Philippians 2:10, 11
3
Ephesians 1:11
4
Ephesians 2:7
5
Ephesians 1:11, 18
6
Ephesians 3:1
7
Ephesians 4:1
8
Ephesians 6:11
1
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Egypt to Canaan

Part 1: God Came Down

The biblical account of Israel’s
redemption from Egypt and
their expedition to Canaan is a
portrait of our redemption and
was written to help us in our
journey to victorious Christian
living (1 Cor 10:11).

THEIR HELPLESS CONDITION
After arriving in Egypt, Jacob’s
family multiplied and lived
peacefully until the time Joseph
died. Then a new Pharaoh
“arose” - most likely through
conquest (Ex 1:8).
To Israel’s dismay this new
ruler viewed them with
distrust (Ex 1:10) and placed
them under cruel bondage
for many years (Ex 1:11-14).
Feeling helpless they cried out
to God (Ex 2:23).
Similarly all humanity is
helpless in their bondage to
sin (Rom 5:6). Like slaves we
are taken captive by the devil
(2 Tim 2:26), sold under sin
(Rom 7:14), and inﬂuenced by
the world (Eph 2:2).

Isaac and Jacob (Ex 2:24-25),
and acknowledged His people
(Ex 2:24-25) fulﬁlling Joseph’s
prophetic word that God would
visit them (Gen 50:24-25). Here
the word “acknowledge”
literally means “God knows.”
God understood their plight
and had come down to deliver
them.
Hearing this comforted Israel’s
elders and they believed (Ex
4:29-31).
Likewise God remembered
His eternal promise to rescue
humanity (Tit 1:2, Gen 3:15).
Knowing our need He sent
word through the prophets
that He would release us
through the Lord Jesus Christ
(Isa 42:1).
It was at just the right time
God sent Moses and it was in
the fullness of time God sent
His Son (Gal 4:4).

IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME
In His sovereignty God
has made every nation and
determined their time and
place in history (Acts 17:26).
Many years earlier it was
prophesied that Israel would
leave Egypt (Gen 15:13-16, Ex
12:40, Acts 7:6, Gal 3:15-17) and
it was at just the right moment
that Israel acknowledged their
hopelessness.
It was at the same time the
Canaanite nations’ wickedness
reached its completion and
God was ready to judge them
(Gen 15:16).
Jehovah’s appointed time had
arrived to redeem Israel in
power and by blood so that
they could serve Him.
Likewise the Lord Jesus came
down (Phil 2:5-8) and was
cruciﬁed at the time and place
that God chose according to

Prone to idolatry (1Cor 12:2)
we are guilty before the law
(Rom 3:19; Gal 4:4-5), cursed
(Gal 3:10) and condemned
(John 3:18).
In answer to Israel’s helpless
state the Lord came down (Ex.
3:8).

GOD CAME DOWN
God remembered Abraham,
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His perfect word (Ps. 22, Dan
9:24-26, Isa. 53, Micah 5:1-2,
Luke 1:30-35, Matt. 27:35).
Displaying God’s power Christ
shed His blood to purchase

Displaying His sovereignty,
power and glory the Lord
humbled a powerful nation
and shook their whole belief
system to its very core.

Dismissing His spirit He set in
motion a series of miraculous
signs that were the ﬁnger of
God (Ex. 8:19, Matt. 27:51-53).
Then on the third day Christ
mightily rose from the dead
(Rom. 6:4).
This same power freed us
from sin’s bondage and is now
available for victorious living
(Rom 6:4, 6:11-14, 8:15, Gal
2:20, 5:16).

Photo Credit: George Ferrier

humanity and call out a bride
for His own.

HIS POWER
God’s ten plagues were
speciﬁcally directed against the
Egyptian gods (Numb 33:4).
For example, by turning the
Nile River into blood the Lord
exposed their Nile god as a
fraud.

These and the other judgments
served notice to Egypt and
the world that Jehovah had
defeated Pharaoh, overcome
Egypt and set Israel free.
Having looted their enemy
(Ex. 12:35-36) the Israelites left
Egypt like a victorious army
(Ex. 13:18)

In Christ we are no longer the
devil’s captive (Eph 4:27, 6:11,
2 Tim 2:26, Heb 2:14, James 4:7,
1 John 3:8, 4:4), in Christ we
can overcome the world (John
16:33, 1 John 5:4-5), in Christ
the law can lay no charge (Col
2:14) and in Christ death has
no claim on us (Heb 2:15).
We’ve been set free to worship
and serve God.
This serves notice to a dying
world that they too can forsake
their gods and ﬁnd freedom in
Christ.

Similarly history witnessed
an even greater display of

Completing this work He shouted the word
that both thrills and touches our hearts – “ﬁnished.”
As well their sun god was
revealed an impostor when for
three days God brought total
darkness to Egypt.
And despite being considered
divine by his people, Pharaoh
was not spared when the last
judgment killed all Egyptian
ﬁrstborn.

God’s power at the cross.
Having paid the penalty for
sin Christ defeated the devil
(Col 2:15, Heb 2:14-15) fulﬁlled
the law’s demand (Col 2:14)
and overcame the world (John
16:33). Completing this work
He shouted the word that both
thrills and touches our hearts
– “ﬁnished.”

Editor’s note: This article is part
1 of a 6 part article on ‘Egypt to
Canaan’. Part 2 continues in
the next issue of Counsel with
“Bought, Redeemed and Set
Free”
GEORGE FERRIER
Ottawa, Ontario
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Editor’s note:
This article
continues a ﬁve part series
on one of the most important
sections of the New Testament.
To understand these chapters
is to grasp the dynamics of the
Christian life and to mature as a
believer. Many misapplications
of these chapters based on a
misunderstanding of what they
teach have led to confusion and
lack of true spirituality among
believers.
The series appears in ﬁve parts.
In this issue part 2.
1. We Are United To Christ Romans 5:12-21
2. We Died To Sin – Romans
6:1-23

RENEWAL NOTICE
It is that time of year again when we ask our readers to let us
know if they want to continue to receive Counsel Magazine.
Please take a minute and let us know if you wish continue to
receive Counsel Magazine by ﬁlling out your current mailing
address on the reply portion and return it to us the envelope
provided. If you have a change of address please indicate
NEW ADDRESS on the reply portion.
There is no subscription price for Counsel Magazine. We
rely on the Lord Who exercises believers to contribute to this
work as they are led to do so. All gifts received by Counsel
Magazine are used solely in the printing, mailing and
incidental ofﬁce expenses. No salaries or honorariums are
paid to any of the committee or contributing writers.
If you are unable to send a gift to this work, we still want
to send you the magazine. Those who do help ﬁnancially
enable us to send the magazine to many who are unable to
help.
Counsel Magazine is registered as a charity in both the
United States and Canada, and receipts for tax-deductible
gifts are provided promptly. Our accounts are handled in the
U.K. in trust by brother Roy Hill.
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3. We Are Not Under Law –
Romans 7:1-25
4. We Are Alive In The Spirit
– Romans 8:1-17
5. We Are Eternally Secure –
Romans 8:18-39

2. WE DIED TO SIN: 6:1-23
Romans chapter 5 concludes
with a statement about the
super-abounding grace of
God: “...where sin abounded,
grace abounded much more”
(v21). But this message of
grace always gets a reaction
which Paul anticipates by
asking the obvious question.
SHALL WE GO ON SINNING? 6:113
“Shall we continue in sin
that grace may abound?”
Immediately he responds,
“Certainly not! How shall we
who died to sin live any longer
in it?” (v1-2). Notice that he
describes an event. He doesn’t
say that we “are dead to sin”:
this is not in the ﬁrst instance a
state or a condition. Nor does
he say that we “are dying to
sin”: it is not a process. He
doesn’t say that we “should
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T he Reign of Grace

An Expository Study of Romans 5:12-8:39
die to sin”: it is not an exhortation.
He says that we “died to sin”,
using the aorist tense and pointing
to an event that has taken place.
He has just told us in chapter 5
that we are identiﬁed with Christ
in what He did and what results
from His action. That means that
when He died, we died; when He
rose, we rose. Of course we were
not physically at Calvary. But then
I wasn’t involved in the events
which took place in 1867 and
resulted in the birth of Canada
as a nation. Those events became
meaningful to me when I became
a Canadian citizen and I can say
with other Canadians that we
became a federal dominion in 1867.
Neither were we there physically
when the Lord Jesus died. That
event became meaningful in
our experience when we trusted
in Him but the event actually
occurred at Calvary where He
died as our representative and we
died with Him.
Our baptism testiﬁes to this: “Do
you not know that as many of us
as were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into His death? ...”
(v3-4). Our baptism declares that
in Him as our representative we
have passed out of that old sphere
of life and are now identiﬁed
with him in a new life in a new
sphere. To put it another way,
“our old man was cruciﬁed with
Him” (v6). The old man is not
what is sometimes referred to as
my old nature; it is the person I

once was, my former self which
was identiﬁed with Adam and
shared in his transgression and its
consequences. That person was
put to death at the cross when the
Lord Jesus died.
Nevertheless I still have the same
physical body and the same
personality and, truth be told, the
same built-in tendency to sin. But
there is a difference. Previously
sin reigned in that physical body,
but not any more! “Our old man
was cruciﬁed with Him” with this
purpose in mind: “that the body of sin
might be done away with...” (v6). The
body of sin is the physical body of
which sin had taken possession.
The Authorized Version uses the
word “destroyed”, the same word
as is used about the Lord’s victory
over Satan: “that through death He
might destroy him who had the power
of death” (Hebrews 2:14). Satan
wasn’t destroyed in the sense of
being completely annihilated.
To destroy or do away with is to
render ineffective or inoperative
as a controlling power. The body
as enemy occupied territory, used
as an instrument by sin to carry
out its desires, has been put out
of action “that we should no longer
be slaves of sin” (v6). Sin no longer
reigns in the life of the Christian,
it is no longer king, it has no
authority and no claim upon us
because we died.
The result is that we have been
“freed from sin” (v7). It could be

translated “justiﬁed from sin”.
When a man is executed for
murder, the penalty is paid and
that is the end of the matter. Sin
reigned in us and over us but
we died to sin and are now dead
to sin. The account is closed,
because the accused died!
It doesn’t follow that we’re
incapable of sinning or that there
is no response on our part to
temptation. That certainly doesn’t
ﬁt with our experience and it
doesn’t ﬁt with the experience of
the Lord Jesus. Verse 10 says that
He died to sin, but He always was
unresponsive to sin. The point
is that He took upon Himself
the guilt that attaches to our sin
and placed Himself temporarily
under the penalty that goes along
with that. He died to that penalty
and need never do so again. He
has passed into another realm
beyond sin’s jurisdiction and
now He lives to God in a life that
is in no way conditioned by sin.
When He died, we died with
Him and sin no longer has any
claim upon us. When immigrants
to Canada wish to become
Canadian citizens, depending on
their country of origin, some of
them are required to relinquish
their original citizenship. It
means that they have effectively
severed their connection with
their former country so they no
longer have any rights associated
with that country but neither can
that country make any demands
of them. They may still live as
though they belonged to that
country and submit to demands
that it makes but there is no
reason for them to do so. They
have a new citizenship and a new
country and a new allegiance.
Therefore,
Paul
adds,
an
appropriate response on our part
is: “... reckon yourselves to be dead
indeed to sin, but alive to God in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (v11). The
story is told of Pat and Mike
who decided to have a chicken
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for lunch. They cut off its head
but the chicken continued to run
around the yard, prompting an
argument about whether or not
it was really dead. Pat thought
it was dead since its head had
been removed; Mike insisted that
it couldn’t be dead since it was
still running around. Along came
O’Brien and they referred the
matter to him. He considered the
situation and then pronounced,
“It’s dead - but it doesn’t know
it!” Paul had begun this chapter
by asking, “Don’t you know that we

my body are instruments to be
used either in the pursuit of sin
or of righteousness. That being
so, we should not go on using
the members of our bodies “as
instruments of unrighteousness to
sin, but present yourselves to God
as being alive from the dead, and
your members as instruments of
righteousness to God” (v13).
The answer to the question of
verse 1 is clear: “For sin shall
not have dominion over you, for
you are not under law but under

that we do something for God;
grace means that God does
something for us. Law means that
our acceptance by God is based
on our performance, something
we work for and merit; grace
means that God provides all that
we need as a free gift in spite of
our shortcomings.
SHALL WE COMMIT SINFUL ACTS?
6:15-23
But this teaching raises another
question: “Shall we sin because we

Moreover, we have been set free fro m the b ondage and do minion of sin
and la w and have been b rou ght into a ne w sphere of liberty and grace.
were baptized into His death?” Now
he says, “Reckon it to be so, count on
it.” It is not that sin is eradicated,
and it is not something we feel,
and it is not trying to convince
ourselves that something is true. It
is to act upon what we know to be
true. To tell a slave not to behave
like a slave is to mock him; but to
tell that to a slave who has been
emancipated is to appeal to him to
put into effect the privileges and
rights of his liberation. Augustine
after his conversion was accosted
by a woman who had previously
been his mistress. He moved on
as though he didn’t know her and
she cried out, “Augustine, it’s me,
it’s me!” Quickening his pace, he
called back over his shoulder,
“Yes, I know, but it’s no longer
me!” The man he once was had
died and he was to live a new
life.
Paul
then
adds
another
exhortation
concerning
the
members of our bodies which
he views as instruments (or
weapons). If I own a car I could
use it to transport illegal drugs or
I might use it to bring children to
Sunday School. The car is simply
an instrument. The members of
Page 7

grace” (v14). Were we under law,
sin would continue to be our
master. To be under law is to be
under an obligation to keep its
commandments in order to be
accepted. That is a hopeless and
depressing situation because
we can never do what the law
requires. It follows that to be
under law also means to be under
its condemnation for failing to
measure up to its requirements.
But we are no longer under law.
The people of Israel were exposed
to the judgement of God who
was about to slay the ﬁrstborn
in every home in Egypt, but they
were protected from that as they
slew a lamb and sprinkled its
blood. They were also in bondage
under Pharaoh, obliged to do as
he commanded, but they were
delivered from that as they crossed
the Red Sea and were taken out of
Egypt altogether. In a similar way
we are sheltered by the blood of
Christ and delivered from the
judgment of God so that we are
no longer under condemnation.
Moreover, we have been set free
from the bondage and dominion
of sin and law and have been
brought into a new sphere of
liberty and grace. Law requires

are not under law but under grace?”
The question in verse 1 is in the
present tense, “Shall we go on
sinning?” This second question
makes use of the aorist tense which
may point to an incidental sinful
act. We cannot go on sinning, but
is it possible for us every now and
then to sin, realizing that after all
we are not perfect but still have
this sinful tendency within us?
And Paul responds, “Certainly
not!” (v15).
In the ﬁrst place, if you obey sin, you
are a slave to sin: “Do you not know...”
(v16). As in verse 3, there is an
appeal to knowledge because it is
Paul’s conviction that knowledge
inﬂuences behaviour. Hence the
emphasis in these chapters is not
on how we might live a holy life
but on why we should do so. If
we have a clear understanding of
who we are in Christ and of what
God has done for us in Christ, that
will impact our thinking and our
conduct. And so he asks, “Do you
not know that to whom you present
yourselves servants to obey, you are
that one’s slaves whom you obey,
whether of sin leading to death, or of
obedience leading to righteousness?”
(v16). It’s like asking whether the
Israelites in the wilderness or in
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Canaan should continue to serve
the Egyptians. That wouldn’t have
made any sense at all because they
had been delivered from bondage
to the Egyptians and were no
longer obliged to submit to them.
We too have been set free and are
no longer slaves to sin but have
become slaves to righteousness.
We were exposed to the truth of
the gospel and responded to it
with obedience: “you obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine to
which you were delivered” (v17).
This has been likened to molten
metal being poured into a mould
which shapes it. The idea is that
we began our Christian experience
by obeying the apostolic teaching
and obedience to that teaching
continues to shape our lives.
We cannot sin recklessly and
unresistingly. A believer may
lapse into sin, but it’s contrary
to his new status and inclination
because he has a new master and
desires to please Him.
Moreover, if you are a slave to sin,
you are destined to death. Slavery
to sin has consequences in the
short term in that it produces still
more sinful behaviour: “... you
presented your members as slaves
to uncleanness, and of lawlessness,
leading to more lawlessness” (v19).
It also has consequences in the
longer term: “the end of those things
is death” (v21). On the other hand
slavery to righteousness results
in something quite different: “you
have your fruit to holiness, and the
end, everlasting life” (v22).
Therefore, the answer to this
second question demands the
same appropriate response as the
ﬁrst: “... present your members as
slaves of righteousness for holiness”
(v19).

WILLIAM YUILLE
Markham, Ontario

In Heavenly
Love Abiding
In heavenly love abiding
No change my heart shall fear;
And safe is such conﬁding,
For nothing changes here.
The storm may roar without me,
My heart may low be laid;
But God is round about me:
And can I be dismayed?
Wherever he may guide me
No want shall turn me back;
My shepherd is beside me,
And nothing can I lack;
His wisdom ever waketh,
His sight is never dim;
He knows the way he taketh,
And I will walk with him.
Green pastures are before me,
Which yet I have not seen;
Bright skies will soon be o’er me
Where the dark clouds have been.
My hope I cannot measure,
My path to life is free;
My Saviour has my treasure,
And he will walk with me.
-Anna Waring
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The Impeccable

Christ
Par t

THOUGHTS ON HUMANITY AND
DEITY
Method of Entrance
it is also true that the method of
entrance into the world does not
determine whether one is human or
not. The ﬁrst three individuals
in the world all came into it by
difference means. Adam was
formed out of the dust. Eve was
made from Adam, and Cain by
birth from Adam and Eve.
Christ was conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
All of these were human, but in
every case the means of entrance
was different.
Nor does the fact that He was
a baby imply that He was “just
like us.” In fact, His entrance
into humanity was completely
different than our federal head
Adam.
It is helpful to remember that the
incarnation is the fact that God
took on humanity, while the virgin
birth was the means.

Spiritual Condition

From this frame of reference,
individuals have gone on to
assume that since Christ was human,
like us, that He could have sinned.
Again this is faulty thinking,
for the spiritual condition of an
individual does not determine his
humanity, or lack thereof. Adam
Page 9

2

of

was innocent humanity prior to
the fall. After sinning Adam was
guilty humanity. Was he any less
human in his second state?
In Luke 1:35, Christ is referred to
as the “holy offspring” of Mary,
and thus holy humanity.
He is now gloriﬁed humanity. Even
those advocating the Kenosis
theory agree that He can not sin in
this gloriﬁed state. Question: Is He
any holier now than during His
earthly walk?
Adam was upright (Ecc. 7:29) and
innocent, but nowhere are we
informed that he was holy. Christ,
as holy humanity was more than
just innocent.
Biblical Illustrations

The Scriptures contain many
examples of the union of the divine
and human natures in the person
of Jesus Christ. In Leviticus 2 the
meal offering beautifully illustrates
this union, along with the purity
of His life. The ﬂour, made from
the grain of the earth, speaks of
His humanity. The oil, a picture of
the divine nature, is mingled with
the ﬂour to give a vivid picture
of the inseparable union of the two
natures.
The absence of the leaven, which
speaks of sin, and the presence of
salt, that which arrests the action
of leaven, clearly indicates not only
the absence of sin in His life, but

2

the impossibility of its ever being
activated therein.
The veil of the tabernacle is another
splendid example. The one veil had
two sides which always moved
together. The one was visible and
could be touched by the priest,
which the other was invisible and
untouchable, as it was in the Holy
of Holies. These two sides of the
one veil are clear pictures of the
humanity and deity of Christ.
The Tabernacle and its furniture
are ﬁlled with such pictures.
Wood, speaking of humanity, and
gold His deity, were used together
throughout.
Christ’s Humanity-Deity

At no time do we want to
understate
His
humanity.
However, this humanity was
always in union with His deity.
Some have gone to the extreme
and implied that as a human He
could act independently from
His deity. This of course would
suggest a dual personality. John
5:17-24 is often used to show how
Christ was void of divine powers
and had to rely on the Father. Here
Christ said, “The Son can do nothing
of Himself.”
This verse is actually glorious proof
of His deity and impeccability.
It shows the complete harmony
and equality of the Godhead. It
is impossible for the Son to act
independently of the Father, and
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therefore impossible for Him
to sin, since sin involves acting
independently of the will of the
Father.
It is also clear from the Gospels
that Jesus Christ exhibited divine
powers. He knew the thoughts of
men, controlled the elements of
creation, and actually performed a
miracle of “creation” in the feeding
of the ﬁve thousand.
THE FIRST ADAM AND LAST ADAM
While Christ is referred to as the
“last Adam” and the “second
man” in 1 Corinthians 15:45 and 47
respectively, we must be careful in
our application of these titles.
There are several similarities
between Adam and Christ.
They both had a human nature
and were heads of their respective
races. However, thereafter the
similarity ends.
The fact that something, or
someone is referred to as “second”
does not necessarily mean that it is
the same as the ﬁrst.
For example, we could have two
trees and refer to them as the ﬁrst
tree and the second tree. They
are both trees, but one could be
an apple tree, while the other is a
peach tree.
The Apostle Paul uses a similar
example in Galatians 1:6,7. In
verse 6 he marveled that they were
deserting Christ for “another”
(heteros) gospel. In verse 7 he adds
that it was not really “another”
(allos) gospel. They were receiving
a second gospel (message) but not
another of the same kind that Paul
had preached.
Adam and Christ were both
human, but of different types.
Adam was innocent, and later
fallen, humanity. Christ was, and
is holy humanity. They were also
heads of races, but even their races
were different, as clearly spelled
out in 1 Corinthians 15:45-49.

The following outline summarizes
ways in which the ﬁrst and second
man were different.
1. Purposes
a. Adam - to live
b. Christ - to die - Heb. 2:9,14

2. Means of entrance into the
world
a. Adam - created
b. Christ - through the virgin birth,
and conceived of the Holy Spirit
3. Spirit condition upon entrance
into humanity
a. Adam - upright, innocent - Eccl.
7:29
b. Christ - holy - Lk. 1:35
4. Origins
a. Adam - earth, dust - 1 Cor. 15:47
b. Christ - heaven - 1 Cor. 15:47
5. Spheres
a. Adam - earthly - 1 Cor. 15:48
b. Christ - heavenly - 1 Cor. 5:48
6. With respect to life
a. Adam - receiver - 1 Cor. 15:45
b. Christ - giver - 1 Cor. 15:45

The title of “last Adam” indicates
the fact that there is none to follow.
This of course would be true since
His race is eternal.

PROBATION
Probation is another area where
much has been assumed.
Nowhere in Scripture is this
presented to us.
It was necessary that the Redeemer
take on humanity, not the
possibility of sinning.
The voluntary death of a holy man
would have far greater value than
that of an innocent individual.
It is helpful to see that Christ’s life
did not qualify Him to become the
Lamb of God, it proved that He
was the Lamb of God.
In summary, the only characteristic
that the two federal heads had in
common was humanity. It was the
bridge between the “earthy” and
“heavenly” spheres.

Corruption
Earthly
Death

Incorruption
Heavenly
Life

ADAM

CHRIST
Humanity

What a joy to contemplate the
last Adam, and in some measure
begin to realize the Person who
heads the incorruptible race! This
race is comprised of redeemed
individuals from every tribe and
tongue and people and nation (Rev.
5:9). As we meditate on Him may
we have His attitude (Phil. 2:5),
and be transformed into the same
image, one glory after another (2
Cor. 3:18)!
“Now to the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honour and
glory forever and ever. Amen.” (1
Tim. 1:10)
THOUGHTS ON TEMPTATION
It is truly a sorrowing experience
to read a statement such as,
“Jesus had to overcome genuine
forbidden desires.”
There is no error associated with the
fact that Christ was both “proven”
and “solicited to do evil.”
The error lies in the thought of
“forbidden desires,” which can
only be from the lusts of the fallen
nature (1 Jn. 2:16).
In all but three cases in the New
Testament (Lk. 22:15, Phil 1:23,
1 Th. 2:17) lust carries a negative
connotation.
The underlying cause, or root
of lust is dissatisfaction. Men lust
for things, or other individuals
because they are dissatisﬁed with
what they currently have.
It was the dissatisfaction of Adam
and Even with God’s provisions
and their current state, that
lured them into the eating of the
forbidden fruit.
It is important to see that sin had
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entered creation as a result of
Satan’s dissatisfaction (Ezek. 28:1419, Isa. 14:12-14).
One of the problems with the
thinking of man, and even with
Christians who still have the sin
nature, is that our frame of reference
is what we are (sinful humanity).
We assume that evil desires were a
normal part of unfallen humanity.
We need to view things more with
the eyes of a Holy God.
In James 1:13-17 the subjects of
temptation and lust are addressed.
Here we see two types of
temptation. One is external, or that
which involves a solicitation to do
evil, or a trial. The second is internal,
and involves enticement by one’s
own lust or dissatisfaction.
God can not be enticed by evil, nor
does He solicit anyone to do evil. To
say that Jesus Christ had forbidden
desires, or was enticed by evil,
would imply that He was not God
in union with man. It would also
imply that He was dissatisﬁed with
His current position and/or condition.
Christ Himself said that for a
man to lust after a woman, that
he had committed adultery with
her already in his heart (Mt. 5:28).
Away with such thoughts that our
Blessed Lord ever had forbidden
desires, for His mind was pure and
holy, and He knew no sin.

but with our weakness and frailty.
It is clear that Christ is in no way
sympathizing with our forbidden
desires, but with our sufferings
which results from our exposure
to sin. If it were with our sin and
internal temptations of our lust
that He sympathizes, He would
sympathize with all of mankind,
not just the brethren.
The phrase “yet without sin” (Heb.
4:15) has been implied to mean that
“He did not sin.” He had forbidden
desires like we, but “didn’t give
in” is their interpretation. The
word “yet” has been added to
the original text. The remaining
portion, “without sin,” would be
better rendered “sin apart.”
The same original Greek words
are used in Hebrews 9:28, where
it speaks of Christ returning
the second time, “sin apart,” or
“without reference to sin.”
He came the ﬁrst time to be a
propitiation for our sins (1 John
2:2; 4:10), His second coming will
not be in reference to that work
again.
The writer of 4:15 is trying to
eliminate the very thing that many
have implied it to mean. He is
telling us that Christ was “tried” in
every way as we, but lest we think
this includes our sin, he adds “sin
apart”.

OUR HIGH PRIEST

TESTING OF KNOWN QUALITIES

Perhaps one of the most
misunderstood, and misused texts
to support the teaching that Christ
was tempted just as we are, but did
not sin,

The idea that Christ’s temptation
(testing) was not real, or valid
unless He could have sinned, is
strictly a product of the mind of
man.

They are found in Hebrews 2:18
and 4:15. It is implied from these
references that Christ understands
our internal temptations since he
had the same “forbidden desires,”
although He did not sin.

In real life we test known qualities
every day. If I were to sell you a
new chair, which I knew full well
would hold your weight, wouldn’t
I still allow you to sit on it to prove
its quality?

A short look as these verses would
be helpful. From 2:17 it is essential
to see that He is not sympathizing
with our temptations or our sin,

Adam as an innocent man failed so
easily that he suffered little, if any.
Christ took the tempting to its limit,
and nowhere is this more evident
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than in the garden of Gethsemane.
Here the sufferings were not
merely those of an innocent man,
Those sufferings could only be
those of a holy man. This is reﬂected
again in His cry, “My God, My God,
why hast thou forsaken me?”
May we know more of the
sufferings of our Holy Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ! Oh, that sin
would so affect us! Meditate on
the fact that a holy Individual was
made sin for us. The scope of such
a statement far exceeds that of an
innocent Adam dying for fallen
man.
SUMMARY
Jesus Christ was God manifested in
the ﬂesh (Jn. 1:1,14). He was not a
diminished God added to a human
personality, but God having taking
on humanity.
As such, He was true Deity and
true humanity in one Person. In
that His Deity was at all times in
union with His humanity, it was,
and is impossible for Him to sin.
Since He could not give up
His divine attributes, as God is
immutable (Mal. 3:6), Jesus Christ
was truly Emmanuel, “God with
us” (Mt. 1:23).
It was His willingness to empty
Himself of His outward expression
of glory, and to assume the
expression of a servant, that is
presented as the supreme example
of unselﬁshness in Philippians 2:7.
The Kenosis doctrine has no Biblical
support, and offers no spiritual
ediﬁcation to the believer.
Copies of this entire article, parts 1
and 2, can be obtained from:
Spread the Word
2400 Admire Springs Dr.,
Dover, PA, 17315
USA
STEPHEN HULSHIZER
York, Pennsylvania
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Like a River Glorious

A Study of Biblical Peace

UNDERSTANDING THE MEANING
OF PEACE
Frances Ridley Havergal, the
godly
nineteenth-century
hymnwriter,
likened
God’s
perfect peace to ‘a river glorious’.
This suggests calmness, a smooth
but strong ﬂow, and great depth
and width. Such a river would
also glint with reﬂections of
sunlight on a bright summer’s
day and look very beautiful. Now
God’s peace as explained in the
Scriptures does resemble such a
river in some signiﬁcant ways.
For Biblical peace as expressed in
the Hebrew word shalom, which
also inﬂuenced the meaning of
the New Testament Greek word
eirene, has the basic idea of
‘wholeness’, or total well-being,
spiritual health and prosperity. It
signiﬁes not just the absence of war
and disturbance, but the positive
presence of spiritual soundness
and a right relationship enjoyed
with God. Such a disposition
of soul is certainly a beautiful
sight to behold in others and
very calming, refreshing, and
satisfying to experience oneself.
It is not easily troubled, but, like a
river, sweeps away all that would
oppose it in its mighty onward

victorious ﬂow. Have you ever
witnessed that kind of peace in
believers who live close to God?
How we long to live in the good
of such a peace ourselves! The
aim of this article, therefore, is
to explain from the Scriptures
how we can all enjoy just such a
rewarding relationship with God
and His Son Jesus Christ.
RESTING ON THE BASIS OF PEACE
First of all, then, we must enquire
‘What is the necessary basis of
such a peace?’ Paradoxically,
this lies in the most unpeaceful,
violent, and hideous crime of
human history, the death by
cruciﬁxion of the Son of God’s
love. In Colossians chapter 1
verse 20, the apostle Paul, after
expounding the pre-eminence of
Christ over the whole universe,
goes on to explain that God
made ‘peace through the blood
of His cross’ with the object of
‘reconciling all things (the whole
universe) unto Himself’ by this
means. The cross of Christ was
at one and the same time both
the supreme manifestation of
fallen man’s enmity and hatred
against the only Perfect Man
who ever lived, in fact against

God Incarnate, and also the
means by which God solved for
ever the problem of the enmity
caused by sin in His world.
Christ’s blood shed at Calvary,
because it represented the selfsacriﬁce of His perfect life in a
vicarious death for all mankind,
laid the basis of our peace with
God. It is sufﬁcient for all, since it
is the blood of an inﬁnite Person,
and effective for the many who
believe in Him. Also, Gentile
sinners, who were once far off
from God, have now been ‘made
nigh by the blood of Christ’, as
near to God as Jewish believers.
Christ is now ‘our peace’,
because He has broken down
‘the middle wall of partition’
between Jews and Gentiles, and
reconciled us both to God in one
body (the Church) by the cross,
having slain the enmity (the Old
Testament Law which revealed
our sin and provoked us to
commit it) thereby; see Eph. 2.
13-16. Yes, paradoxically, peace is
by the precious blood of Christ’s
cross, where God made Him a sin
offering for us and meted out His
holy wrath against our sin upon
His Beloved Son as the sacriﬁcial
Lamb of His own providing;
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see Gen. 22. 8. So today we can
rest where God has rested, in the
ﬁnished work of Christ on the
cross, and in the inﬁnite value of
His blood poured out there unto
death. This is the only basis of all
true peace.
POSSESSING PEACE WITH GOD
My wife Ruth sometimes says
that her most prized possession
is peace with God. This peace is
the present possession of every
believer in Jesus Christ. Romans
chapter 5 verse 1 declares with
assurance, ‘Therefore being justiﬁed
by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ’. We
are declared righteous before
God’s judgement throne because
we have believed in Christ who
died as a propitiatory sacriﬁce
for our sins, and then rose from
the dead as evidence that God
had accepted His sacriﬁce. On
the basis of Christ’s sacriﬁce on
the cross God’s wrath against our
sin has been satisﬁed and He can
now accept believers in Christ as
having the same righteousness
before Him as Christ has. Instead
of being enemies of God we are
now His adult sons and in perfect
favour with Him. This position of
favour brings us into many other
blessings, which Romans chapter
5 verse 2 goes on to enumerate:
‘By whom also we have access by
faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God’. This, then, is our
privileged standing before God,
one of full favour, unclouded
peace, close fellowship, and
joyful expectation of sharing His
glory one day. All true believers
in Christ enjoy the sunshine of
God’s presence and the assurance
that nothing on earth, in heaven,
or in hell can disturb their perfect
new relationship of peace with a
holy God.
Page 13

ENJOYING THE PEACE OF GOD
But every true believer also
knows that there is so often in
our daily experience a great
difference between our assured
standing before God in Christ
and our actual state of soul in the
various distressing circumstances
of life. So that, although we can
be sure of our eternal salvation
and fundamental standing of
peace with God, we may not
be enjoying the peace of God in
our hearts at all. When ‘burdens
oppress us, and troubles distress
us’, as the chorus says, we may
well feel far from peaceful, and
even wonder if God is really with
us. Paul in Philippians chapter 4
verses 6 and 7 give us the answer
to this common problem, and
he should know, since he was
in prison when he wrote these
words: ‘Be careful (anxious) for
nothing; but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which
passeth (surpasses, or is better than)
understanding, shall keep (like a
protecting garrison) your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus’. When
we are in difﬁcult circumstances,
perhaps facing difﬁcult people,
do not despair, but turn to God
in urgent and believing prayer.
Spell out to Him your need at
the time, not forgetting to thank
Him for all His answers to your
prayers in the past, and God’s
own calm and unrufﬂed peace
will ﬂood into your soul to protect
you from the anxious thoughts
which threaten to overwhelm
you. You may be very worried,
but He is not, since He knows the
end from the beginning, and is
in perfect control of everything
that happens to us. Remember
that ‘God is still on the throne,
and He will remember His own’.
Try to think of all situations

from His divine point of view.
After all, God is now for us,
not against us in any way. Look
at God, not at ‘the giants’ that
may be confronting us. ‘Rejoice
in the Lord!’ This is the secret
which will enable us to enjoy the
peace of God in our hearts more
constantly and consistently.
ANTICIPATING UNIVERSAL PEACE
In Isaiah chapter 9 verse 6 Christ
was prophesied as the One who
would be ‘the Prince of peace’,
whose millennial reign will
bring peace and righteousness
to the whole world. When the
responsibility of government
rests on His shoulder, then
universal peace will be enjoyed.
But He must ﬁrst conquer all His
enemies, who will invade the
Promised Land. He will become
‘the peace’ when the future
‘Assyrian’ oppressor comes
into the land of Israel during
the Great Tribulation; see Mic.
5. 5. Today, as we are probably
seeing the signs of the end times
fast approaching, we can hardly
imagine the bliss of a whole world
at peace and ruled righteously.
But God has predicted and
promised that it will happen one
day, perhaps quite soon. In fact,
God has always been working
out His purpose to promote
peace with His creature man,
and will ultimately achieve His
goal in the Millennial Kingdom
of Christ. Then we shall reign
with Him as His favoured Bride,
the Lamb’s Wife for eternity,
sharing His throne and kingdom
of peace. Let us serve Him
faithfully now in the light of that
day, when we shall receive our
rewards for faithfulness down
here and enter into the joy of
our Lord. Surely, all the trials of
service here will be worthwhile
in view of the enjoyed immediate

Volume 40 | Number 4 | COUNSEL | September - October 2010

presence of the Prince of peace at
our side then.
PROMOTING PEACE TODAY
But even now we are meant to
be ‘peacemakers’ in the world,
preaching ‘the gospel of peace’ to
all and seeking by every spiritual
means to promote peaceful
relationships between men,
both saved and unsaved. The
Lord Jesus in Matthew chapter
5 verse 9 said: ‘Blessed are the
peacemakers: for they shall be
called the children of God’. The
saying is: ‘Like Father, like son’.
Certainly, as children of our
heavenly Father who ‘was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto
Himself’ (2 Cor. 5. 19), and who
‘has committed unto us the word
of reconciliation’, we should
make every effort to ‘live peaceably
with all men’, as far as it lies within
our power to do so; see Rom. 12.
18. Strife, discord, and rivalry are
all obnoxious works of the ﬂesh,
while peace is the delectable fruit
of the Spirit of God within us;
see Gal. 5. 19-26. By the power
of the indwelling Holy Spirit we
should have ‘cruciﬁed the ﬂesh
with the affections and lusts’ and
be living constantly under His
control. Only if we are so living,
will we manifest the Christ-like
features of peace and harmony
in our daily behaviour. Are we,
then, rightly representing ‘the
God of peace’, Phil. 4. 9?
KNOWING THE GOD OF PEACE
Yet the ultimate objective in our
fellowship with God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ His
Son must surely be to come to
know Him as the God of peace.
God is characterised by peace
within Himself. Nothing can
disturb Him, and He is in a
spiritual condition of perfect
well-being and completeness.

We can only come to appreciate
this fully through considering
the ﬁnal revelation of Himself
in the Person and life of Christ.
Christ spoke of ‘my peace’ to His
disciples just before He was due
to go to the cross. The supreme
expression of His inner peace
and harmony with God His
Father is surely His prayer in
John chapter 17. Here we listen
in to Deity speaking with Deity
about coming events and ‘His
own’; there is not the faintest
shadow of a cloud between the
Father and the Son. The intimate
communion between the Persons
of the Godhead is perhaps like
the glassy sea before the throne
of God as it is seen in the Book of
Revelation. Unlike the troubled
seas of earth, the heavenly sea is
stable, calm, and transparently
beautiful, though mingled with
the ﬁre of purity; Rev. 16. 2. God
in heaven is serenely peaceful in
His absolute holiness, but not at
all complacent or uncaring about
His creatures. The evidence of
that is seen in Christ’s bequest of
His own peace to His disciples
just before the cross. This would
protect them from the tribulation
they were going to suffer in the
world after He had returned to
heaven. Listen to His words in
John chapter 14 verse 27: ‘Peace
I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth,
give I unto you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid’.
Again, in John chapter 16 verse
33, He says, ‘These things I have
spoken unto you, that in Me ye
might have peace. In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world’.
The Lord Jesus clearly desires to
embrace all believers within the
circle of the divine peace, so that,
whatever trials we must face
in life, we may enjoy unbroken

fellowship with the God of
peace.
EXPERIENCING PERFECT PEACE IN
ILLNESS
Miss Havergal certainly knew
what it was to experience God’s
perfect peace in her frequent
times of illness and expressed
it very aptly in her hymn cited
above, as follows:
‘Like a river glorious
Is God’s perfect peace,
Over all victorious
In its bright increase.
Perfect – yet it ﬂoweth
Fuller every day;
Perfect – yet it groweth
Deeper all the way.
Stayed upon Jehovah,
Hearts are fully blessed,
Finding, as He promised,
Perfect peace and rest.
Hidden in the hollow
Of His blessed hand,
Never foe can follow,
Never traitor stand.
Not a surge of worry,
Not a shade of care,
Not a blast of hurry
Touch the spirit there.
Every joy or trial
Falleth from above,
Traced upon our dial
By the Sun of Love.
We may trust Him solely
All for us to do;
They who trust Him wholly,
Find Him wholly true.’
Her experience can be ours
also, if we stay our minds upon
the Lord alone; see Isa. 26. 3-4.
For He is ‘a Rock of ages’, the
unchangeable God of peace.

MALCOLM C. DAVIS
Leeds, UK
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THE

APOSTLE’S
DOCTRINE

non-negotiable truth that provide a
ﬁrm foundation for the Church and
it was a fundamental part of the in
the early Church. Indeed, take away
the apostle’s doctrine from any local
church today, and what is left might
be a very happy religious social club,
but lacking the character that would
identify it as a N.T. Church. It is the
doctrine that makes the difference.
CURRENT CONCERNS:
DOCTRINE UNDER SEIGE:

The following article was ﬁrst presented by
brother Burnett at the ‘Rise Up and Choose’
Conference in Detroit , Michigan in 2009,
and is now presented with modiﬁcations for
publication.
The Gospel according to Matthew is
introduced with the statement ‘The Book
of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of
David, the Son of Abraham.’ Here at the very
commencement of the book we ﬁnd the
key to its entire structure. From chapter 1 to
chapter 16, the Lord is presented as ‘Son of
David,’ with established right to the Throne,
but from chapter 16 to chapter 28, he is
presented as ‘Son of Abraham.’ In chapter
16 we read ‘From that time forth began Jesus
to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised again the third day.’ Matt.16:21.
As Son of Abraham He was bound for
the Altar of Calvary as Isaac was in a past
day. At this point, the Lord indicates that
there will be a hiatus related to the earthly
Kingdom, and for the ﬁrst time ever, the
Church is anticipated. The Lord said ‘Thou
art Peter, and upon this rock will I build my
Church.’ The Lord’s statement concerning
the Church indicated two things. First the
tense of the verb indicates that the Church
was yet future, and secondly, that it would
be build upon the impregnable foundation,
the rock, of the confession that He was ‘Son
of the Living God.’
In accordance with the promise given by
the Lord Jesus in Matt.16, after He had
ascended to heaven, the Church came
into being. In Acts 2, Dr. Luke describes
the historical event, and then outlines the
fundamental principles and practices of the
early Church. He tells us “.. they continued
stedfastly in the apostles’doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” Acts
2:42. The fact that the apostle’s doctrine
is mentioned ﬁrst is highly signiﬁcant,
the reason being, that the apostle’s
doctrine, is foundational to every other
activity mentioned. The apostles doctrine
contains these ﬁxed reference points of
Page 15

In current times the fundamentals of
the faith – the apostle’s doctrine - is
under sustained attack. The apostle
Paul anticipated such times when
he warned the Ephesians “For I
know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you,
not sparing the ﬂock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after
them.” Acts 20:29-30. Most assemblies
would be alert to the dangers of the
‘grievous wolves’ from without - the
cults and such like – but the greatest
threat that today is from within the
larger evangelical community. Men
speaking perverse things. Things
that we all recognized as being ﬁxed
and non-negotiable, are now being
treated as matters of opinion that one
and another may differ on, and that
such differences of opinion are of no
consequence. For example, at a recent
presentation of the on the teaching of
the Emergent Church movement, we
heard that some EC leaders claim that
we must not regard scripture as the
only source of truth; that the Virgin
Birth is not critical to the faith; that
we must discard our ideas of original
sin; that the doctrine of substitutional
atonement is a cruel, unjust and vile
thing; that we need to rethink what we
have always been taught about heaven
and hell; that it is quite possible to be
a Christian within the framework of
other religions such Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduism etc. Such are the attacks
being made on the fundamentals
of the faith. These things are being
propagated by those who take the
name ‘evangelical,’ and our young
people are especially vulnerable.
DOCTRINE BEING NEGLECTED:
Coupled with the dangers that are
arising, is the concern that doctrine
is not popular these days, and that
there is a move towards more of an
experience based type of Christianity

where what feels good is the thing to
pursue. This attitude toward the doctrine
creates a double jeopardy situation which
makes us vulnerable, when coupled with
the fact that the doctrine is currently under
siege as we have just mentioned.
Dr. Martin Lloyd Jones in his book on
Ps. 73 raises a criticism of the evangelical
movement. In that Psalm, David was
confused about the ways of God, and
the apparent injustice of the prosperity
of the wicked and the misfortunes of the
Godly but all this concern disappeared
when he went into the sanctuary. We
read “Until I went into the sanctuary of
God; then understood I their end.” Ps 73:17.
Commenting on this Dr. Jones wrote
‘When this man went into the sanctuary
of God, he was given understanding. He
did not merely feel better; but he was put
right in his thinking.’ Dr. Jones goes on to
say that so many Christians today come
to the meetings just to feel better – for the
same reason that the unsaved man goes to
his club to have his mood adjusted - but
that we must come to the sanctuary and
leave with a greater understanding. For
this reason we must leave the shallows of
experience, and drink deep of the wells
of spiritual understanding – the apostle’s
doctrine.
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE APOSTLE’S
DOCTRINE:
THE BED-ROCK OF THE FAITH:
The apostle Paul writing to the Ephesians
reminded them that they were “... built
upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone;” Ephesians 2:20.
We live in a world where it is thought to
be intellectually sophisticated to be in a
constant state of ﬂux about everything and
anything. To live in a world where nothing
is sure, and all things are relative. Those
who insist on absolutes are held up to
mockery as being simpletons, not worthy
of being heard. Well, when it comes to
spiritual matters this worldly philosophy
must be rejected and the absolute authority
of scripture must be held as a non
negotiable tenet of the faith. We believe in
Scriptural absolutes. We stand four-square
on what the apostle wrote “All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is proﬁtable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:” 2 Tim. 3:16 To
embrace any other idea is to court spiritual
disaster.
THE BASIS OF FELLOWSHIP:
As previously mentioned, in describing
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the basic activities of the early church, the
apostle tells us
“.. They continued stedfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers.” Acts 2:42. From this
we learn that the basis for fellowship in
the biblical sense must rest on the apostle’s
doctrine. There is always comfort to be
derived from being with fellow members
of the Body of Christ, but in many cases
such fellowship can only be sustained at
a very shallow level because of doctrinal
problems. For example, discussion
about the eternal security of the believer;
the question of believer’s baptism; the
doctrine of the Holy Spirit; the priesthood
of all believers; matters pertaining to local
church doctrine and practice; would all
be non-starters because some would be
offended by discussing these things that
pertain to the apostle’s doctrine. Is the
apostle’s doctrine important, or should
we just all get together and be happy? Yes
the doctrine is important, and it must form
the basis for healthful, biblical, spiritual
fellowship among believers.
THE BALLAST FOR STABILITY:
In Ephesians chapter 4, the apostle deals
with the subject of the ministries that the
ascended Lord has given to the Church,
and reason why it has been given – to
produce maturity, unity and stability. He
wrote “That we henceforth be no more
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie
in wait to deceive;” (Eph 4:14 AV)
We learn from this verse that there will be
severe attacks made on the believers and
that the ability to withstand such attacks
lies in being spiritually mature Christians,
instructed in the word through listening
to the ministry that the Lord has given
to that end – the apostle’s doctrine. There
will be threatening waves tossing us to
and fro; winds of doctrine; the sleight of
men; cunning craftiness; lying in wait
and deceit. The word for ‘children’ in the
verse refers to those who are spiritually
immature, babes in Christ. Now there is
nothing wrong with being a babe in Christ,
but as in the natural realm, to remain so
for a lifetime is tragic. The Lord expects
growth and maturity, and it is only thus
that we can have stability.
The apostle brings a terrible indictment
upon these false teachers, accusing them
of not being forthright and transparent
in their teaching, but using all sorts of
devices such as ambiguity, and ambush,
especially against the innocent and naive.

Like the politicians, these false teachers say
things in such a way, that if it gets them
into trouble, they have an escape hatch,
and claim to have been misunderstood.
The apostle gives us some advice as to
how we should react to such teachers.
He exhorts “Now I beseech you, brethren,
mark them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned;
and avoid them. For they that are such serve
not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly;
and by good words and fair speeches deceive the
hearts of the simple.” Rom. 16:17-18.
The word ‘mark’ in the text means literally
‘keep your eye on them.’ The word ‘avoid’
means to keep out of their company, or
to shun them. In Galatia where they were
being trouble by teaching contrary to the
apostle’s doctrine the apostle remind them
‘A little leaven, leaveneth the whole lump’ Gal.
5:9, and again ‘I would that they were even
cut off which trouble you.’ Gal. 5:12. Strong
medicine indeed but essential for the
preservation of the church
In this regard, our young people are
especially vulnerable, and elders in the
local church must be on the alert to protect
the lambs from the evils around. Also it
is absolutely essential that elders in the
assembly should be doctrinally mature,
able to recognize error when it arises, and
quick to deal with it.
CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS:
In our study together, we have been
expressed deep concern about the attacks
on fundamental matters that could affect
our assemblies and our personal lives
in so many ways. We have learned that
there are forces mustered against us who
are challenging the very authority of the
scriptures, and of course things can only go
downhill from that point. We have outlined
some of the incredible teaching that has
emanated from the EC movement that
would sweep away all that we have ever
held dear in the way of truth, both with
regard to the person of Christ, the Local
Church, and the eternal future of saints
and sinners. These are days in which we
must to on red alert, and to detect the ﬁrst
indications of error, and to make defensive
moves against it.
TO ELDERS IN ASSEMBLIES:
There was never a time when like this when
the need for the teaching of the doctrine of
scripture was more urgent. Please ensure
that you are involved in teaching your
assembly these basics tenets of the faith.
The apostle could conﬁdently say to the
Ephesian elders ‘I have not shunned to declare

unto you the whole counsel of God.’ Acts
20:27. and of course they were responsible
to convey this truth to the next generation.
Also as the apostle exhorted the Ephesians
‘Take heed unto thyself and to the ﬂock, over
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.’
Acts 20:28 and again ‘Watch and remember...’
Acts 20:31. Dear elder brethren you are the
ﬁrst line of defence against the inroads of
evil doctrine among your assembly, and
they depend on you to be there in their
defence.
We must be alert to errors arising around
us, and be diligent in identifying it and
prompt in purging it out.
TO THE YOUNG AMONG US:
The apostle writing to young Timothy
exhorted him “Till I come, give attendance to
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.... Meditate
upon these things; give thyself wholly to
them;... Take heed unto thyself, and unto the
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this
thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear
thee.” 1 Tim. 4:13-16.
Young people make it your highest
priority to be a student of the word of
God. Primarily, become familiar with the
word from cover to cover. Reading the
Bible through in a year is a good objective,
which will give the Holy Spirit the means
whereby He can call to your remembrance
things that will be helpful in your life and
ministry. Also get to know the doctrine.
Be able to defend the faith from scripture,
and to avoid being ambushed by the force
of error. Never allowed your studies to
take priority over the pursuit of spiritual
things, for God has promised ‘Them that
honour me I will honour, and they that despise
me, I will lightly esteem.’ Don’t be afraid to
give priority to God in your life. You will
never regret it and you will not lose out in
your studies either.
We conclude by asking again, for diligence
among elders as to doctrine, and the
readiness to confront error when it arises
for the protection of the ﬂock. To the saints
in general we exhort that you to shun the
current trends towards a ‘lighter’ kind of
Christianity, and become ardent students
of the word, familiar with the Apostle’s
Doctrine. It is only thus that we will be
preserved from the wiles of the Devil, and
be pleasing to our Lord.
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF ISAAC: Part I
I. INTRODUCTION
“Who are Israelites; to whom
pertaineth the adoption, and the
glory, and the covenants, and the
giving of the law, and the service of
God, and the promises; Whose are the
fathers, and of whom as concerning
the ﬂesh Christ came, who is over all,
God blessed for ever. Amen. Not as
though the word of God hath taken
none effect. For they are not all Israel,
which are of Israel: Neither, because
they are the seed of Abraham, are they
all children: but, In Isaac shall thy
seed be called. That is, They which are
the children of the ﬂesh, these are not
the children of God: but the children
of the promise are counted for the
seed. For this is the word of promise,
At this time will I come, and Sara
shall have a son, Rom.” 9:4-9
These words penned by the
apostle Paul clearly identify Isaac
not only as one of the fathers
given to Israel, but also as the
seed by whom the nation was
elected and blessed. Therefore
he points us to the true Seed; our
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom all
the families of the earth were to
be blessed.
Isaac is one of three Patriarchs
of whom God is not ashamed to
be called their God, Heb 11: 16.
When God appeared to Moses
in the burning bush we read that
he called Himself the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and
the God of Jacob, Ex. 3: 6. This
is further conﬁrmed by the Lord
Jesus in the Gospels, Mark 12: 2627.
The
common
denominator
among these three Patriarchs
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was their life as pilgrims on the
earth; they all lived in tents while
awaiting the promise, Heb. 11:9.
This is further emphasized in the
words of Jacob before Pharaoh
in Egypt, “And Jacob said unto
Pharaoh, “The days of the years of
my pilgrimage are an hundred and
thirty years: few and evil have the
days of the years of my life been, and
have not attained unto the days of the
years of the life of my fathers in the
days of their pilgrimage” Gen. 47:9

And while we have no details of
the circumstances of Abraham’s
birth, the Scriptures have a lot
to say about Isaac’s birth. He
was born by a promise of the
Almighty God conﬁrmed at
different times to his two parents.
He was also born to a promise of
a multitude of descendants. But
more signiﬁcantly to the promise
of One who is the great Seed in
whom all the families of the earth
will be blessed, Gal. 3: 16.

Jacob later on testiﬁes to the truth
that these lives were lived before

His birth was a miracle brought
about by the power of God who
gives life to the dead and calls
those things which are not as
though they were (Rom. 4: 17).
The power of God was manifested
indeed regardless of the deadness
of Abraham’s body and Sarah’s
womb, Rom. 4: 19. And so Isaac’s
birth which could not have been
attributed to the energy of the
ﬂesh, but rather to the power of
God is a type of the new birth of
the believer in the NT , Jn. 1: 13.

God, “And he blessed Joseph, and
said, God, before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God
which fed me all my life long unto
this day” Gen. 48:15.
And though these three Patriarchs
belonged to the same dispensation
of Promise, yet every one of them
represents a different aspect of the
truth. So in Abraham; called out
of the Ur of the Chaldeans we see
our “Election” in Christ before the
foundation of the world, Eph. 1:4.
Isaac on the other hand represents
the truth of “Sonship” Eph. 1: 5.
Whereas in the checkered career
of Jacob we learn the lesson
of “Discipline”, which is often
graciously brought into the life
of the believer by God our Father,
Heb. 12: 6-7.
Isaac’s life record in Genesis is the
shortest of all the three Patriarchs,
it is even shorter than that of
his grand son Joseph. Whereas
Abraham was called to get out
of his father’s house, Gen. 12:
1, Isaac the son was born in and
remained at the father’s house.

II. IDENTIFYING THE HEIR
Starting from chapter 15 in the
book of Genesis all the way to
chapter 21 where the birth of
Isaac is recorded, we have a
process of progressive unfolding
of the identity of the heir to the
promise.
In the preceding chapters (1214) we have recorded certain
incidents in the life of Abraham
that seemed to have shaped that
Patriarch’s personal character
and behavior. These were stages
in his life, before God, in which
he experienced the goodness of
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the LORD. Those experiences
worked towards preparing him
for the arrival of the long awaited
for son and heir.
Thus in chapter 12 we witness
his arrival into the Promised
Land. This seems to have started
him on his altar building life
style. First he built an altar to
the LORD who appeared unto
him, 12:7. Then he would build
another one where he called on
the Name of the LORD, 12: 8.
Sadly this would be followed by
his lapse in Egypt, from which he
was restored through the power
and the grace of God. By chapter
13 he is back unto the place of
the altar which he had made
there at ﬁrst, where again we see
him calling on the Name of the
LORD, 13: 4.
Next came, what must have
been a painful separation from
his beloved, but carnal, nephew:
Lot, 13: 14. This seems to have
prompted his dwelling in Hebron
in a deeper fellowship with the
LORD, unto whom he built yet
another altar, 13: 18.
Chapter 14 records Abraham’s
victory over the gentile kings and
the deliverance of the souls of
their captives, including Lot, 14:
15-16. This was followed by the
edifying experience of meeting
with the king priest; Melchizedek.
There Abraham learned more
about the LORD who is the most
high God the Possessor of heaven
and earth, 14: 22.
With these lessons given
to the Patriarch, the LORD
comes to Abraham in a vision
in Chapter 15: 1, introducing
Himself as Abraham’s shield
and exceedingly great reward.
Abraham’s notion of him going
childless and having no heir

but a servant of his; Eliezer of
Damascus is quickly rejected by
the word of the LORD. God then
promised Abraham that his heir
would be none else than one born
unto him i.e. his own biological
son, 15:4. Furthermore, He would
tell him of the seed which will
be borne to that heir, and which
will be multiplied as the stars of
heaven in number, 15:5.
The covenant God made
with Abraham regarding the
inheritance of the land is further
conﬁrmed by means of sacriﬁce,
15:7- 17. Then the LORD Himself
clearly deﬁned the boundaries
of the Land which He gave to
the seed, 15:18-21. So far we now
know that the heir was going to
be a biological son of Abraham
and not his servant.

generations of the seed, 17:9-14.
Sarai’s name is now changed to
Sarah; a princess, the LORD also
declaring her to be the mother of
the heir, 17:16- 17.
In a moment of weakness
Abraham suggested that he
would be content if only Ishmael
were to live before the LORD, as
the heir, 17:18. This was quickly
rejected by God who again
afﬁrmed that the heir would a
son of Sarah.
Furthermore the name of the heir
is revealed for the ﬁrst time to be
Isaac, with whom the LORD will
establish his covenant, 17:19.
So we now know the father, the
mother and the name of the heir.

When we come to chapter 17,
the LORD appeared again to
Abraham who is now 99 years
old. Already 24 years have
elapsed since he came to Canaan.
And because of Sarai’s impatient
behavior he now has Ishmael for
a son from the bondwoman.

Chapter 18 brings in further
conﬁrmation of these revelations.
But now the Lord was willing to
give the time of his birth, saying
“I will certainly return unto thee
according to the time of life; and, lo,
Sarah, thy wife, will have a son.”
18:10 and 14.

The LORD, this time, reveals
Himself as El Shaddai; the
Strengthener and Satisﬁer of His
people, 17: 1. El Shaddai also
means the One who makes fruitful
or the Bestower of fruitfulness, 17:
6. A very pertinent Name suited
for Abraham’s situation, whose
body now is as good as dead. Yet
he is promised to be the father of
many nations, therefore his name
is changed to Abraham from
Abram, 17:3.

On this occasion Sarah’s laughter,
possibly as a result of doubt,
draws from the LORD a rhetorical
question; “Is anything impossible
for the LORD?” 18:14, yet this has
been the conﬁdence and comfort
of innumerable souls of believers
over the centuries.

Then
follows
another
conﬁrmation of the covenant
which the LORD will have with
the seed and the land which
will become their’s, 17:7-8.
Circumcision as a sign of the
covenant is established for all the

- William Cowper

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform,
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm

(To be continued)
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Prious Bible
Precious Bible! What a treasure
Does the Word of God aﬀord!
All I want for life or pleasure,
Food and medicine, shield and sword;
Let the world account me poorChrist and this, I need no more.
-John Newton
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