WINTER 2015

Well-Placed Loves
What is the Meaning
Of The Heart in
Scripture?
and more

eDITORIAL

I

Holy Ambition

n Philippians chapter three Paul
frames life in terms of winning
and losing. ‘But what things were
gain to me, those I counted loss for
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count
all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that I may win
Christ,…’ 3:7-8. In fact the idea
looms large in his thinking as seen
by his statement in chapter 1 and
verse 21 ‘For to me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain.’
Winning and losing are popular
ideas in the world as well. But
Christians are in danger of being
swept up by worldly ideas of
success rather than spiritual ones.
Paul himself recognized even
his noble religious ideas were
considered along with ‘all things’
to be loss towards the treasured
goal of knowing ‘the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord…’
Here was Paul’s holy ambition.
It was fourfold. Firstly, ‘that I
may know Him’, secondly, ‘and
the power of His resurrection’,
thirdly, ‘and the fellowship of His
suffering’ and fourthly, ‘being made
conformable unto His death;’ v.
10. Him, His resurrection, His
suffering, His death. This was
the pathway to ‘winning’ as Paul
understood it. What a challenge
to every believer in Christ. This
too can be our holy ambition.
What a relief to set aside earthly
ideas that constantly bombard the
mind and set our sights on this
single minded purpose detailed in
this beautiful quartet.

‘that I may know Him’

But didn’t Paul already know
Him? Of course He did, initially
at least in Paul’s conversion.
‘Who art thou Lord?’ were his
words on the road to Damascus.
And Paul met and came to know
the Saviour. But He cannot be
fully known in an initial meeting.
He is unfathomable. No lifetime
is long enough to fully know
him. No human has the capacity
to plumb the depths of the
knowledge of the Son of God.
But this unreachable goal was
Paul’s ambition.

‘and the power of His
resurrection’

The resurrection stands as an
irrefutable fact of history. What
tremendous integrity this gives
the message of the gospel. There
is no message in the world that
can address the matter of life and
death with such an intelligent,
logical explanation. Our hope is
not a dream but a hope based on
the undeniable fact He is risen!
But His resurrection goes broader
than our eternal destiny. The
resurrection speaks to us now.
We too have been resurrected
to a new kind of life according
to Paul in Romans chapter six.
A life victorious over sin is likely
what Paul was thinking about in
the power of His resurrection.

‘and the fellowship of
His sufferings’
Not His Calvary sufferings. Only
He and He alone could die for
the sins of world. I can have no

part in it except to receive it as
a gift. But He suffered in other
ways. Our Lord stated that those
who are His will suffer because
of Him. To be so identified with
Him invites hatred of the world.
(Jn. 15:18-21; 16:33). Beware
of the hospitality of the world.
It may be friendly but it is not
our friend.
Satan’s hostility
is also aimed at believers in
Christ. Paul’s holy ambition
was he would not be spared ‘the
fellowship of His sufferings’. I like
that word ‘fellowship’. To know
the fellowship of His sufferings is
to know His fellowship in those
sufferings. Whatever you may be
passing through today, you do so
with His presence.

‘being made conformable
to His death’

Here is the pattern to follow.
Several scriptures speak of
Paul’s connection to the death of
Christ. ‘I have been crucified with
Christ.’ (Gal. 2:20). ‘I die daily’
(1 Cor. 15:31). ‘Always bearing
about in the body the dying of
the Lord Jesus, that the life also
of Jesus might be made manifest
in our body.’ (2 Cor. 4:10) What
a strange paradox. Life manifest
in death. Do I know anything
about the death to self? Am I
conformable to His death? This
was Paul’s ambition.
Winning and losing. Here is the
formula for winning. Hardly what
we would learn in this world. But
it is the truth nonetheless. May
we have this holy ambition!
Brian Gunning | St. Catharines, Ontario
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Prayer For Humility
Humble, Lord, my haughty spirit,
Bid my swelling thoughts subside;
Strip me of my fancied merit:
What have I to do with pride?
Was my Saviour meek and lowly?
And shall such a worm as I,
Weak, and earthly, and unholy,
Dare to lift my head on high?

Teach me, Lord, my true condition;
Bring me childlike to thy knee;
Stripped of every low ambition,
Willing to be led by thee.
Guide me by thy Holy Spirit
Feed me from thy blessed word:
All my wisdom, all my merit,
Borrowed from thyself, O Lord!

Like a little babe, confiding,
Simple, docile, let me be;
Trusting still to thy providing,
Willing to be led by thee.
Thus my all to thee submitting,
I am thine and not my own;
And when earthly hopes are
flitting,
Rest secure on God alone.
- Henry Francis Lyte
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hen David Livingston died
on May 1, 1873 his heart was
removed and buried in the African
soil. He was so beloved that the
Africans wanted his heart to remain in
their land. His body was prepared and
shipped back to England. There he was
interned in Westminster Abbey.
The Scriptures have a great deal to
say about our heart. But, they do not
normally refer to the physical heart but
rather to the immaterial part of man.
Its importance is clearly seen from the
fact that the word occurs more than
700 times in both the Old and New
Testaments.
As the physical heart is vital for the
wellbeing of our bodies so our spiritual
heart is vital for our spiritual wellbeing.
Our hearts are the point of our contact
with God. He deals with us in our
hearts.
He deals with us according to His
knowledge of our hearts. (1 Samuel
16:7; Luke 16:15)
The wise man Solomon wrote “Guard
your heart with all diligence for out it
springs the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)
Here the heart is like a spring of water
out of which flows water. Out of our
spiritual heart flows our thoughts and
behavior. (Matthew 12:35)
God desires to conform us into
the image of Christ. (Romans 8:29;
Galatians 4:19) This transformation
begins in the heart. Godly living issues
from the heart. So, the all-important
question is… what is the heart
according to the Word of God?
Many years ago a well-known Bible
teacher A. T. Pierson gave a very
helpful principle of interpretation. He
said, “God often hangs the key on the
outside of the door.” He meant that
often the first occurrences of a word
help us understand how that word will
be used in the rest of Scriptures. Some
would call this the “principle of first
reference.”

This principle is very important for
us to understand the meaning of the
heart. To know its meaning will help us
understand what “guarding the heart”
really means.
The first reference to this word is found
in Genesis 6:5. The world of people
has become exceedingly wicked and
God and God will destroy them with a
flood. Moses wrote “Then the Lord saw
that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every intent of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.” (NKJV)
The heart refers to man’s mind
or intellect first. In our mind we
think, we remember, we reflect, we
make resolutions and in the mind we
meditate. The Scriptures have no word
for the brain but many references to
the “mind.” It is the control center of
our behavior. Thoughts take place in
the heart.
The second reference to the heart is
found in Genesis 6:6. “And the Lord
was sorry that He had made man on
the earth, and He was grieved in His
heart.” (NKJV) God was “grieved” in
His heart. Grief is an emotion. God has
emotions in His heart. We are made
in His image so we have emotions as
well. Sadness, sorrow, affection, likes,
dislikes, anguish, pain are all emotions
and are felt in the heart. Our emotions
are linked to the mind. Whatever
the mind is thinking it will affect our
emotions.
The third reference to the heart is
Genesis 8:21. “And the Lord smelled
a soothing aroma. Then the Lord said
in His heart, ‘I will never again curse
the ground for man’s sake, although the
imagination of man’s heart is evil from
his youth; nor will I again destroyed
every living thing as I have done.’ ”
(NKJV)
After Noah came out of the Ark and
had offered burnt offerings on an altar
God decided in His heart to never

destroy the world by a flood again. (Not
that this decision was an afterthought
with God for all of His decisions are
eternal in nature.) The point is God
decided “in His heart.” So our decisions
are made in our hearts. We determine
courses of action; we make resolutions
in the heart, etc.
So the heart refers to our mind, our
emotions and our decision making
capability. Whatever occupies our
mind will affect our emotions which in
turn will determine our choices.
Suppose a Christian young man sees
a Christian young woman and she
impresses him. He begins to think
about her and begins to notice her
sweet disposition and godly behavior.
As he thinks about her he begins to feel
emotionally attracted to her. The more
he thinks about her the more he wants
to get to know her. The interaction of
his mind and his emotions influence
him to ask her out for a meal together.
His thoughts about her, his attraction
to her and his decision to invite her for
a meal are all activities of the heart.
God wants to renew our minds so
that we think the way He does. A
godly mind leads to godly emotions
which will result in godly living. As He
controls our minds we grow in Christlikeness.
By His Spirit we are to take on the
outward appearance of the Christ who
dwells within us. This is the meaning of
“Christ being formed in you.”
Our responsibility is to guard our
hearts. In light of the Biblically
meaning of the heart this means we
need to guard our mind, our emotions
and the decisions we make.
When He dwells in our hearts
(Ephesians 3:18) we can have godly
thoughts, godly emotions and make
godly decisions.

Charlie Fizer | Dubuque, Iowa
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eople often mention the word
‘Heaven’ in their conversation, but it
is usually in connection with expressions
of surprise or exclamations of disbelief
as in, for example, ‘Heavens above’,
‘Good heavens’, ‘Heaven forbid’, ‘For
heaven’s sake’, or ‘Heaven knows’. Again,
it may be used as an adjective to describe
something excellent or wonderful like,
‘That piece of cake was heavenly’. But
ask them to tell you something about
Heaven and it is unlikely they will
be able to do so without lapsing into
fantasy. Even Christians have difficulty
in articulating their thoughts! Their idea
of Heaven is perhaps rather vague. In
spite of the fact that we proclaim our
deep desire to be in Heaven, many are
unsure as to what it is, where it is and
how long we will be there. Some seem
to think that we will be there for ever.
That is certainly true if, based on the
words of the hymn by Charles J. Butler,
‘Where Jesus is, ‘tis Heaven there’, we
equate Heaven as being in the presence
of Jesus. But it is not true that we shall
spend eternity in the present Heaven
because we shall leave that place and
come back to earth for the millennial
reign, and eternity will be spent in what
John, in Revelation chapter 21 and verse
1, calls ‘a new heaven and a new earth’;
further, in verse 2 he mentions ‘new
Jerusalem’. The intention of this article
is to explore some of the information
we have about the present Heaven, i.e.,
Heaven as it is today. Many hymns speak
of Heaven but our dependence must be
on what scripture teaches and not be
based on, nor corrupted by, hymnology.
The lyrics may be inspiring but they are
not divinely inspired; they abound with
poetic licence.
We are told in Genesis chapter 1 verse 1,
‘In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth’. The word here used
for ‘heaven’ is plural, in fact it is dual,
perhaps indicating that the heaven we
see around us (the sky, sun, moon and
stars), and the greater, more expansive
universal heaven, were both created
at this point, whereas there is also an
uncreated Heaven, the abode of God,

or the third heaven referred to by the
apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians chapter
12 and verse 2. Heaven is geographically
the opposite of earth and theologically
the opposite of Hell. The basic meaning
of the Greek word used for heaven is ‘to
lift up’, ‘to mount up’, or, ‘to go up’, with
the idea of moving upwards towards
a destination. So, Heaven is a place,
located above, as in John chapter 8 verse
23, where Jesus speaks to the Pharisees
and says, ‘Ye are from beneath; I am
from above: ye are of this world; I am not
of this world’. Hell is located ‘under the
earth’ as in ‘things in heaven, and things
in earth, and things under the earth’,
(Phil. 2:10).

Where is it?

We remember, of course, the beautiful
words of the Lord Jesus Christ in John
chapter 14 verse 3 when He said, ‘I go
and prepare a place for you’. He was on
Earth when He said that and we know
that later He ascended to Heaven, (Acts
1:10). While there it is His task to prepare
a place of abode for the saints. This
dwelling place cannot be in the aerial
heavens, nor in the universal heavens,
but must be in the dwelling place of God
(the third Heaven). This place is also
referred to in the Bible as ‘the Heaven
of heavens’, ‘Heaven itself’, and as ‘the
presence of God’. I believe that as long as
God has existed – eternally, so has this
Heaven existed – eternally, without ever
having been created. Heaven is not just
a spiritual concept but an actual place,
where we will joyfully be in the presence
of the Lord Jesus.

How do I get there?

Getting to Heaven is primarily a matter
of salvation through faith. It is necessary
to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and
to have one’s sins forgiven. Without this
there is no prospect of Heaven for sin
cannot enter there. Wonderfully, God in
grace has made provision in the death of
His Son at Calvary, and so undeserving,
yet believing sinners are cleansed by
His blood and able to enter therein,
accepted in Him.

There are two means of access. One is
by way of the Rapture when all believers
alive on Earth at that time will be caught
away to meet the Lord in the air. After
that initial meeting those raptured will
be transported to Heaven and shall
thereafter be forever with the Lord.
This will be an amazing occasion to be
involved in and as a bonus it means that
such shall never die and so avoid the
sorrows that death inevitably brings.
The other means of access is by death.
By this means believers ‘pass over’ and
as they bid farewell to Earth they are
immediately in Heaven itself. We do
not have a choice as to how to go but
I am sure that our preference would
undoubtedly be to arrive by Rapture,
thus sparing loved ones on Earth the
sorrows of bereavement, and ourselves
the pains of death. The one who dies
will, in the words of John in chapter 6
verse 21 of his Gospel, be ‘immediately
at the land whither they went’. Another
encouraging aspect of Heaven is not
only are we invited there but we are
wanted there. In John chapter 17 verse
24, the Lord Jesus in prayer to His Father
says, ‘Father, I will that they also, whom
Thou has given Me, be with Me where I
am; that they may behold my glory’. As
we behold His glory we shall respond to
it in praise, thanksgiving and worship,
and eternity will not exhaust the theme.
To ‘pass over’ by either way will be an
amazing experience as we are reminded
in the words of the hymn by Jim Hill:
There is coming a day,
When no heart aches shall come,
No more clouds in the sky,
No more tears to dim the eye,
All is peace for evermore,
On that happy golden shore,
What a day, glorious day, that will be.
What a day that will be,
When my Jesus I shall see,
And I look upon His face,
The One who saved me by His grace
When he takes me by the hand,
And leads me through
the Promised Land
What a day, glorious day, that will be.
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What’s it like there?

Renewal Notice

It is that time of year again when
we ask our readers to let us know
if they want to continue to receive
Counsel Magazine. Please take
a minute and let us know if you
wish continue to receive Counsel
Magazine by filling out your
current mailing address on the
reply portion and return it to us
the envelope provided. If you
have a change of address please
indicate NEW ADDRESS on the
reply portion.
There is no subscription price for
Counsel Magazine. We rely on
the Lord Who exercises believers
to contribute to this work as they
are led to do so. All gifts received
by Counsel Magazine are used
solely in the printing, mailing
and incidental office expenses.
No salaries or honorariums are
paid to any of the committee or
contributing writers.
If you are unable to send a gift to
this work, we still want to send
you the magazine. Those who do
help financially enable us to send
the magazine to many who are
unable to help.
Counsel Magazine is registered
as a charity in both the United
States and Canada, and receipts
for tax-deductible gifts are
provided promptly. Our accounts
are handled in the U.K. in trust by
brother Peter Wallace.
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Eyrl Davies has written a book with an
interesting title: Heaven is a Far Better
Place, and so indeed it is. Everything
about the place is hugely different
and vastly superior to our present
experience. Like the Queen of Sheba,
who travelled many miles to meet King
Solomon, I imagine we will be overcome
by the beauties, glories, and joys of that
place. As she said, ‘It was a true report
that I heard in mine own land... howbeit
I believed not the words until I came
and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold,
the half was not told me’. The writer of
the account adds, ‘When the Queen of
Sheba had seen . . . there was no spirit left
in her’, (1 Kings 10:4-6). For us too it will
be breath-taking!
Many of the descriptions given of our
future abode refer to places other than
Heaven (like the Millennial Earth,
the New Heaven and New Earth
and of course the New Jerusalem).
Nevertheless, I am sure that the
characteristics so described will be
true of the part (the temporary Heaven
itself) as well as of the whole (our future
abode). It should, of course, be noted
that there is no suggestion of any sort
of Purgatory in the temporary, present
Heaven. The work of purgation was
finished at Calvary nearly 2000 years
ago and needs no repetition by anyone.
We can use these descriptions to help
us understand the sorts of things we
should expect. There will be, according
to Revelation chapter 21 verse 4, ‘no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for
the former things are passed away’. All
of these earthly things must flee from
the presence of the God who makes
all things new. The greatest and most
outstanding glory of the place is the
Lord Jesus Himself. He occupies the
central place and all praise, worship and
glory are, rightly, accorded to Him.

Who else will be there?

Scripture is clear that as well as Persons
of the Godhead there will be present
angels and archangels, as well as the
spirits of the redeemed. These will of
course include family and friends who
have gone before. We shall without
doubt recognize them and rejoice once
again in their company. While they and
we will be ‘unclothed’, i.e., without our
natural bodies. Left on Earth and as yet
without our spiritual bodies, we will be
able to see, recognise, hear, feel, speak,
sing, remember, reflect and think ahead.

As Sidlow Baxter puts it, in his book The
Other Side of Death, ‘The disembodied
state neither extinguishes nor diminishes
human consciousness, but rather
intensifies it’. Heaven is a place for
continuous fellowship as well as loving
service to the glory of our blessed Lord.

Anticipating it

Another worldly saying is, ‘Heaven on
earth’ and this is more true than many
suspect. Here on Earth the enjoyable
anticipation of an upcoming event is
often spoiled as the event itself fails
to meet those expectations. There is
no question that what we shall have
ultimately in Heaven will be greater
than any expectations we may entertain.
So there is every reason why we should
live daily in the good of our scriptural
anticipations. The blessings of Heaven
which can be enjoyed ahead of time on
Earth include, love, joy, peace, contact
with the Lord Jesus and the comfort
of the Holy Spirit. The Epistle to the
Ephesians suggests that we are already
seated in heavenly places in Christ. In
the Christian experience we are as good
as there already.

But will you be there?

The most important of the questions
about Heaven is not in a detailed
description of the place but is whether
or not you will be there. Thankfully,
provision has been made for you
and your responsibility is to repent
of your sin, be born again and enjoy
the prospect of being with the Lord
for ever. Someone has rightly said
that to be Heaven-bound we must be
Heaven-born, i.e., born again, or born
from above. We look forward to that
wonderful day when He will come
down from Heaven to take His people
back up there to enjoy the blessings we
have spoken of, and so much more.

Home at Last

John Bunyan thought of the experience
of ‘passing over’ as going through a
country he called Beulah Land. In 1876
Edgar P. Stites wrote his beautiful hymn
‘Beulah Land’ the refrain of which is:
O Beulah Land, sweet Beulah Land,
As on thy highest mount I stand,
I look away across the sea,
Where mansions are prepared for me,
And view the shining glory shore,
My heaven, my Home for evermore.

roy hill | Bristol, England
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S. Lewis once listened to a
young
preacher
conclude
his sermon with the words that
Christ rejecters would suffer “grave
eschatological ramifications”. He
asked him afterwards if he meant
people would go to Hell. “Precisely”
the preacher replied, “Then say so”,
said Lewis. Yet we understand the
reluctance of that speaker and today
it might be more difficult than ever to
present this topic seriously.
The word ‘Hell’ is heard frequently
in contemporary language, but with
different meanings. It can be flippant:
‘it was a hell of a game’ or serious
as a surgeon saying, ‘it’s a hell of an
operation’. Sadly the constant use
of Hell as an expletive effectively
weakens the reality and impact of its
truth. The Bible, in a number of ways,
reveals Hell as dreadful torment.

Descriptions of Hell

1. A Rubbish Dump – wasted,
worthless and thrown out (Luke
14:35)
2. A Prison – total confinement and
absolute limitation (2 Peter 2:4)
3. A Pit – with no escape, total despair
(Psalm 55:23)
4. Darkness – no light causing
disorientation and fear (Matthew
22:13, Jude 13)
5. Fire – clearly this does not produce
light, but pictures punishment and
pain (Malachi 4:1, Matthew 5:22)
6. A Worm – gnawing pain which is
unbearable (Isaiah 66:24, Mark 9:48)
It all adds up to one dreadful eternal
experience that needs to be avoided
at all costs. We easily identify with

those who hate the idea of going
there or of anyone going to such an
awful place. Therefore it is hard to
reflect seriously on Hell and not be
deeply moved. To spend eternity
in indescribable agony is utterly
overwhelming – it breaks our hearts
and moves us to tears. Therefore
to focus on this subject is difficult.
Somebody said of D. L. Moody “that
he had the right to preach about Hell
because he so clearly did so from a
weeping heart.” That can be the only
way to teach the Biblical concept of
Hell. Unfortunately many object to
the notion of Hell.

Objections to Hell

1. The Emotional Objection
God created us with the ability to
feel things deeply. However, emotion
should never blind us to reality.
We should be very disturbed at
the terrible concept of our family
members, neighbours and colleagues
ending up in Hell but not so disturbed
that we deny the existence of Hell.
Instead we need to undertake the
responsibility of sharing the Gospel
as the only means of escaping Hell’s
dreadfulness.
2. The Social Objection
Here the idea is that society has
moved on and changed, with Hell
and retribution viewed as a by-gone
social construct to control people. We
no longer talk of punishment but of
genetic make-up, hormonal balance
and corrective treatment even for
hardened criminals. Therefore to
speak of the Biblical doctrine of Hell
seems crass to our modern way of
thinking. So in the face of changing

social ideas Christians easily end up
on the defensive feeling locked into
ideas lagging behind present social
thinking. The temptation is to water
down this doctrine and keep it as a
hidden truth – unspoken. Yet stigma
should not keep us from proclaiming
God’s truth.
3. The Psychological Objection
This says that it is a bad thing to talk
about Hell as it could frighten people
and fear is said to be a bad motive for
coming to Christ. However, fear is a
God implanted survival mechanism
in the face of danger. Fear enables
us to recognise danger and do
something to avoid it. Obviously fear
can be taken too far and become a
phobia, but we must not forget its
power to bless. As someone has said,
“A true fear of Hell has sent many a
soul to Heaven.”
4. The Moral Objection
This focuses on whether it is fair that
seventy years on earth should be
followed by an eternity in Hell. The
punishment seems disproportionate
and therefore Hell cannot be real.
However, the real issue is the
awfulness of sin and how to gauge
that awfulness. The only measure is
God’s standard of holiness. Today
sin is taken lightly, but it is filthy
degradation to God and must be
dealt with in a just way. It can be
dealt with through Christ’s work of
atonement or in Hell as the final place
of justice. Ultimately, in moral terms,
this is the righting of wrongs – the
complete and final justice from God
who always does what is right.
5. The Philosophical Objection

Volume 43 | Number 1 | COUNSEL | Winter 2015

Page 5

This argues that if God sends people
to Hell then He has failed. Evil
has triumphed and God has not
conquered it. Yet God has triumphed
and will triumph because there will
not be unbridled or unharnessed evil
in Hell. No one will be free to indulge
their sins.
6. The Theological Objection
This states that God is love and
as Christ died for all then all will
be saved. This is the false doctrine
of universalism. Certainly God is
love and gives everyone the offer of
salvation but when it is rejected then
people face eternal torment. God’s
love is tied up with his holy character
which requires justice to be done.

So attempts are made to suppress
Hell’s reality and do away with eternal
punishment. However, God’s Word
speaks unmistakably of Hell, a place
of inescapable torment. ‘If we take the
testimony of Scripture seriously, and if
we base our doctrines on its teaching
– as we should – we are compelled to
believe in the eternal punishment of
the lost. To be sure, we shrink from
this teaching with all that is within
us, and do not dare try to visualize
how this eternal punishment might be
experienced by someone we know. But
the Bible teaches it and therefore we
must accept it.’ (Hoekema). The Bible
uses a number of words that translate
into English as Hell.

Words for Hell

1. The Old Testament, written in
Hebrew uses the word ‘Sheol’. This
has slight variations of meaning
depending upon the context in which
it is used and is translated as ‘Hell’ (31
times), ‘grave’ (31 times), ‘the pit’ (3
times).
2. The New Testament, written in
Greek uses three words which are
translated as Hell
i. Tartaros: found in 2 Peter 2:4: “God
spared not the angels that sinned but
cast them down to hell, and delivered
them into chains of darkness…” This
is not Hell as commonly thought
namely the place of Christ rejecters,
but is a confinement for angels until
the day of judgement.
ii. Hades: used ten times: Matthew
(11:23, 16:18); Luke (10:15, 16:23);
Acts (2:27, 31); Revelation (1:18, 6:8,
20:13, 14)
There is existence after death and in
the story of the rich man and Lazarus
(Luke 16) that existence is divided into
two parts. The righteous dead go to
a place of blessing, called ‘Abraham’s
bosom’, while the unrighteous go to
Hades, a place of torment. The two
places were divided by an uncrossable
gulf. In Hades the rich man was fully
conscious but in torment and was
agitated about his brothers coming
to such a place. This story precludes
‘soul sleep’, namely the unconscious
existence of the dead.
Yet Hades is not the final abode of
unbelievers as it says in Revelation
20:13-15: “And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it, and death and
hell (hades) delivered up the dead
which were in them; and they were
judged every man according to their
works. And death and hell (hades)
were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death.” Hades is a dreadful
place of torment, but is the ‘waiting
place’ before the final judgement for
Christ rejecters and is not the place
commonly thought of as Hell.
iii. Gehenna: appears twelve times:
Matthew (5:22, 29, 30; 10:28; 18:9;
23:15, 33); Mark (9:43, 45, 47); Luke
(12:5); James (3:6)

‘Gehenna’ derives from a valley near
Jerusalem known as ‘Ge-hinnon’ or
‘the valley of Hinnon’. Dreadful things
took place there in Old Testament
times, including child sacrifices to
the idol, Molech (Jeremiah 7:31).
Such practices ceased but the area
was used to deposit rubbish, dead
animals and bodies of criminals. To
deal with this the ‘Gehenna of fire’
burned continually.
Jesus took this well-known, but
dreadful piece of land, with rottenness
(worms & maggots) and burning and
used it to focus upon an unknown
place – the final abode of sinners. In
Mark’s Gospel Jesus emphasized that
it is better to lose the most precious
things in life and avoid Hell, than to
retain such things but ‘be cast into
hell fire; where their worm dieth not
and the fire is not quenched.’ (Mark
9:48)
Gehenna is the lake of fire (Revelation
20:15). There both ‘death’ (where the
material part of man has gone) and
‘hades’ (where the immaterial part
of man has gone) will give up the
dead in them. At the final judgement
punishment will be meted out and
Christ rejecters cast into the lake of
fire (Gehenna).
Those in Hades will be thrown into
Gehenna will not to be annihilated,
but eternally tormented. There is
no such thing as annihilation (the
ceasing to exist after death) because
it is not taught in Scripture.

Our Responsibility in the
Light of Hell

Hell was never meant for people but
for the Devil and his angels (Matthew
25:41). The Saviour, Himself, spoke
most about Hell but came, in love,
to deliver mankind from such an
awful punishment through His death
on the cross. Therefore Christians
should take up the cause of the
Gospel with renewed energy for it is
the only message that delivers from
the dreadful consequences of sin.
We must not hide from the truth of
Hell but let it feed our love for people
and seek to deliver them from such
a dreadful destiny by proclaiming the
message of salvation.
Paul Young | Wales
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’Preach the Word’ was the subject
of brother Burnett’s ministry at
the Ontario Worker’s and Elder’s
Conference 2014. This message has been
transcribed, and edited for publication
in Counsel as follows.
he epistles to Timothy were
written by the Apostle Paul near
the close of the life, and as he writes,
he is burdened with the responsibility
of imparting truth to Timothy for his
benefit, and for that of generations to
follow. Hence the urgency with which
he addresses the things found in these
epistles. One of the predominant
themes in these final letters to Timothy
is the importance of the Word of
God. Timothy is exhorted to ‘read it’;1
‘meditate on it’;2 hold it fast.’;3 to ‘study
it, rightly divide it, and to be furnished
by it’:4 Finally he is exhorted to ‘preach
it.’5 In this article we will be dealing
with this last exhortation – ‘Preach the
Word.’ The topics to be addressed are
as follows.
The Summons given.
The Style to be adopted.
The Substance to be presented.

T

The Summons Given

There are numerous occasions in his
epistles to Timothy where the apostle
delivers a ‘charge’ to him. There are
several different words used in the
original text for the word ‘charge,’ and
according to W. E. Vine, the word used
in our text is only used three times, and
in this case it means ‘to testify through
voice; primarily it signifies to testify
through and through, bear a solemn
witness; hence to charge earnestly.’6
In other words, the exhortation was
not given in the form of a suggestion,
but it carried with it the whole weight
of apostolic authority, to ‘preach the
word.’

A word of exhortation to younger
brethren would be in order at this
point. We are thankful for young men
who are already giving priority to the
study of Scripture, and exercising the
gift of teaching publicly. To others we
would say, that if God has fitted you for
public service, do not neglect to ‘stir up
the gift that is within you.’7 There are
so many distractions in our day, and
unless there is a renewed commitment
to the study of the word of God, and to
develop gift, we as assemblies will soon
be in crisis respecting the number of
brethren capable of ministering the
Word. Indeed we are already seeing
evidence of this problem among us.
We appeal to young men to take this
earnest charge given by the apostle to
heart. The apostle indicates that the
response to this charge he is making to
Timothy, and to us, should be heeded,
in view of a future day of reckoning
‘Who shall judge the quick and the
dead at His appearing and Kingdom.’8

The Style To Be Adopted: To
Preach
The charge given by the apostle is ‘To
preach the word.’ The word for ‘preach’
that is used in this verse, carries with
it the thought of ‘making a public
declaration as a herald… and always
with the thought of formality, gravity
and authority which must be heeded
and obeyed.’9
In the times of the Roman Empire, the
manner in which the decrees of the
Caesar was conveyed to the outposts
of the empire was through messengers
who were sent into each town with
a copy of the Caesar’s decree, and
the message was declared publicly to
the people. These messengers were
chosen by the Caesar because of

their character, and ability to convey
the message clearly, accurately and
distinctly. The messenger was not
allowed to ad-lib or interject his own
comments. He was responsible under
solemn oath to proclaim the words of
the Caesar with authority, accuracy,
dignity, and integrity.
Throughout the Scriptures, public
preaching is the method most often
employed by God to convey His mind
to His people. The prophets preached.
The Lord Jesus preached. The apostles
preached. We are living in days where
there is a general tendency to disdain
formality, and to have a craving for
the casual. Preaching in some cases is
giving way to discussion groups, often
without a capable spiritual leader
present, and this is a grave danger. In
one such instance the author is aware
of, such a group concluded that the
Lord must have had the capability to sin,
which was a gross error. Discussions
on the Word can be helpful, but God
has chosen to use the public preaching
of the Word as the main method of
imparting truth. The Apostle Paul
writing to the Corinthians said ‘Let the
prophets speak two or three, and let the
others judge.’10 Such an arrangement
gives protection against the inroads of
error.

The Preacher

A word should be said at this point
about the preacher. It is quite clear from
the NT epistles that ‘teaching’ is not a
natural gift, but a spiritual gift imparted
by the Holy Spirit.11 Preachers are not
produced by taking courses in public
speaking, or attending seminary. It is
the sole prerogative of the Holy Spirit
in His sovereign ways, to impart the
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spiritual gift of teaching. Having said
that, we must also recognise the when
God gives a spiritual gift to a person,
it is always harnessed with his natural
ability. For example, in the parable the
Lord told about the talents, he did not
give the same number of talents to
each of his servants. To one he gave
five talents, to another two talents,
and to another one talent. We are told
the basis the Lord used to distribute
the talents – ‘each according to his
several ability.’12 In other words before
the talents were given, the owner had
assessed the ability that each had,
and the talents were proportioned
accordingly. So it is today, the Lord in
His sovereignty gives spiritual gifts to
those who have the capacity and ability
to best use it to advantage.
We see this demonstrated in the ranks
of the apostles. It was no coincidence
that the Lord used the intellectual
academic Paul to write most of the
epistles, including the very scholarly
treatise of Romans. However, humble
fishermen among the disciples were
also greatly used, showing that God
chooses the instruments to do his work
with precision, and in recognition of
‘their several ability.’

The Substance of
Preaching: The Word

the

The Word of God must be absolutely
central to every message given by any
preacher, and as part of his solemn
charge to Timothy the apostle says
‘preach the word.’ In this connection,
when the apostle speaks about the
‘word,’ he is speaking about the entire
body of truth presented in scripture,
embracing both the OT and NT
Speaking to the Ephesian elders for
the very last time the apostle reminds
them ‘For I have not shunned to declare
unto you all the counsel of God‘13 This
reminds us that we must not neglect any
portion of scripture in our preaching,
and to ensure that assemblies have
a varied diet of ministry. Let’s now
consider how we may preach the word,
as there is a variety of means by which
we may do so as follows. We may
‘Preach the Word’:
Evangelically.
Expositionally.
Prophetically.
Topically.
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Evangelically:

This particular mode of preaching
lies in the province of the Evangelist
– the preacher who has the gift of
preaching the Gospel effectively,
and whom the Lord will use to bring
many to Christ. This is one of the gifts
mentioned in Ephesians.14 One feels
that the gift of evangelism is being
neglected at the present time. In many
assemblies the Gospel is no longer
preached publicly. We are told that
the evangelical outreach is to be more
on a personal level. We do recognise
the value of personal evangelism, but
as we look through Acts, we discover
that the main tool for evangelism was
public preaching. Indeed the apostle
enshrines the presentation of the
Gospel by preaching when he wrote.
‘How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall they
hear without a preacher?’15 I appeal
to my dear brethren. Let’s get back
to preaching the old fashioned, soulsaving Gospel publicly, and let’s give
the evangelists among us opportunity
to exercise their gift.

late E. W. Rogers – an outstanding
expositor in UK of a past generation –
explained on one occasion that he had
taken university course in Hebrew,
and was favoured to have a rabbi teach
the class, using the book of Psalms as
his text book. The rabbi explained on
one occasion that the meaning of the
particular Psalm he was dealing with,
could only be understood by a Hebrew
scholar. Mr. Rogers went on to say that
sometime later he was speaking at a
rural assembly, and after the Breaking
of Bread, this non-scholarly farmer
read the Psalm the rabbi had been
dealing with, and gave an accurate
exposition of the text. Mr. Rogers
explained that one thing the rabbi did
not take into account was the work

Expositionally:

When we speak about ‘expositional’
ministry, we refer to ministry where
the text of the Word is explained usually in a verse-by-verse manner with due regard to context. This is a
very important means of imparting the
truth of scripture, and we are thankful
for those who are gifted to minister
in this way. We are given an example
of this kind of ministry being given in
the days of Ezra. We read ‘And Ezra
opened the book in the sight of all the
people….and the Levites, caused the
people to understand the law: and the
people stood in their place. So they read
in the book in the law of God distinctly,
and gave the sense, and caused them
to understand the reading’16 The need
for this kind of ministry cannot be
overemphasized.
A word of caution must be given at
this point. We must not assume that
the understanding of scripture is
the exclusive province of the scholar
with ability in grammar, and with
familiarity with the original texts. If
this stance were to be taken, we would
find ourselves in the position that the
Roman Catholic Church took - that
the meaning of scripture must be
left to the scholars. Experience alone
would not support such a theory. The

of the Holy Spirit in the believer. We
do well to keep reminding ourselves
of this important fact. We would
not diminish the value of scholarly
application to the word, but we must
remind ourselves that those who allow
the Holy Spirit to work in their lives are
in no way disadvantaged when it come
to the understanding of scripture.

Prophetically:

When we use the word ‘prophetically’
we do not have in mind the teaching of
eschatology, but rather, how the Lord
uses his servants to bring a word of
exhortation, correction and comfort
to the saints, in the same manner
that the prophets did in the past. The
ministry of the priests was more of an
expositional, consecutive nature with
regard to the law, whereas the ministry
of the prophets was entirely different,
but a necessary compliment to the
ministry of the priests. The prophets
were sent by God to deal with current
issues with some immediacy. We must
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therefore ensure that in our scheduling
of consecutive, expositional ministry,
we must also heed what the Lord said
to the seven Churches ‘He that hath
an ear to hear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith to the churches.’ There are
times when the Lord wants to address
a matter with immediacy, and we must
not foreclose on that opportunity, by
scheduling all of the ministry to the
assembly to the exclusion of a word
from the Lord to current need.

Topically:

When we speak about ‘topical’
ministry, we refer to ministry which
pursues some thought, theme
or subject throughout a book or
throughout the entire canon of
scripture. My spiritual mentor in early
days explained it this way. To be able
to play a piano, one must first learn the
scales, and somewhat of the theory of
music, but that it is fully expected that
the time will come when the student

will leave the scales behind, and be
able to range all over the keyboard to
produce a beautiful melody. This has
proved to be a most valuable approach
to scripture as we trace the ways of
God from cover to cover of our Bible
in connection with some truth. To be
able to give such ministry requires
that one must have a overall grasp of
scripture from Genesis to Revelation,
so as to be able to follow the threads
being pursued in proper context. This
demands that, particularly in early
Christian life, one must read and reread the entire Bible over and over
again, on a scheduled basis, and to
continue doing so for a lifetime, so that
the ministry is given, and understood
within the global context of scripture.
In concluding, the exhortation given
by the Apostle to Timothy to ‘preach
the word,’ was never as needy as now,
when the signs around us indicate that
the Day of Grace is about to close. May

we be faithful to the Lord, His people
and the lost around us by boldly
‘Preaching the Word.’
Endnotes
1 1 Tim. 4:13
2 1 Tim. 4:15
3 2 Tim. 1:13
4 2 Tim. 2:15
5 2 Tim. 4:2
6 Vine’s Dictionary of N. T. Words.
Pg. 96
7 2 Tim. 1:6
8 2 Tim. 4:1
9 Online Bible Greek Lexicon
(Strong)
10 1 Cor. 14:29
11 Eph. 4:11
12 Matt. 25:15
13 Acts 20:27
14 Eph. 4:11
15 Rom. 10:14
16 Neh. 8:5-8

W. H. Burnett | Oakville, ON

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR COUNSEL U.K.
This issue marks a change in the handling of address changes and gifts to Counsel for our U.K.
readers. For several years Roy Hill has handled this but has now informed us of his retirement
from this service. Roy has been a great help to us in handling these business matters. With his
retirement from this part of the work we hope to prevail on him to author more ministry articles
in the magazine. Many thanks brother Roy for your help!
We are please to announce that brother Peter Wallace will assume the duties previously handled
by Roy Hill. U.K. readers are advised to send any change of address or gifts for Counsel to:

Counsel U.K.
c/o Peter Wallace
18 Ash Hayes Drive
Nailsea
North Somerset
BS48 2LG
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olomon was given the gift of wisdom,
but he misused it. God has given us the
ability to love, but we often misuse it. As
we saw in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 the last days are
perilous times when professing Christians
love self, money and pleasure instead of
God. When these misplaced loves are
no longer outside, but within, times are
dangerous for the church.
Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847) spoke of
the expulsive power of a new affection.
This is our experience as true believers.
We daily need this expulsive power in
our lives. Though far from perfect, we
recognize the work of God in us, for we
cease to love what we did, and find new
loves operating from within. The loves of
the world, self, money and pleasures are
not expelled by willpower alone, but by
new loves given from above, that are to be
treasured, cultivated and practiced by the
heavenly pilgrim.
Verse 4 says, “lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God,” and thus directs our
thoughts to the One who is worthy of
all our love. We should be lovers of God
instead of “lovers of pleasures.” In fact,
the Scriptures show at least four worthy
objects of our love, and God is first and
foremost.

Love God

One of the marks of a true believer is that
he loves God. We are not talking about
an emotion or a warm fuzzy feeling, but
a fundamental change in his attitude
towards God. Even demons believe in
God (James 2:19) and fear Him, but
they neither love Him nor obey Him.
Deuteronomy 6:5 commands, “And thou
shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy might.” Centuries later, the Lord Jesus
Christ stated in Matthew 22:37-38, “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment.” He did not say, “This was
the first and great commandment,” but
Page 10

rather, “This is...” To know Him is to love
Him. The inspired apostle Paul declared,
“If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ,
let him be Anathema Maranatha” (1 Cor.
16:22). This is yet another indication that
the Jesus Christ is God. And of course, to
love the Lord is to love His appearing, to
desire to see Him face to face and be with
Him. The Song of Solomon gives us the
language of the betrothed who longs for
her husband-to-be. It is the book in which
the word “beloved” appears most in the
Bible. “O thou whom my soul loveth” (1:7).
“My beloved is mine, and I am his” (2:16).
Amazed at her loyal love, Solomon’s many
women, “the daughters of Jerusalem,”
ask her, “What is thy beloved more than
another beloved?” (5:9). She is happy to tell
them, for her heart is full of him. “He is
altogether lovely” (5:16). These are just a
few examples. So should our heart be full
of Christ, for He, our Beloved, is more than
any other beloved. What attraction has
the world, this vanity fair around us, for
those who have Christ, love Him and long
for His coming? Can the worship of the
Beloved be limited to a Sunday meeting?
On the contrary, there we should see the
overflow of a week spent in His blessed
presence. In 2 Timothy 4:8 Paul informed
Timothy, and us, “...there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love his appearing.” Can we sing from
the heart words to such lovely hymns as
this?
I am waiting for the coming
Of the Lord who died for me;
Oh, His words have thrilled my spirit,
“I will come again for thee.”
I can almost hear His footfall,
On the threshold of the door,
And my heart, my heart is longing,
To be with Him evermore.
– S. Trevor Francis (1834-1925)

Love His Word

Because believers love God, they also

love His Word. They recognize in it “the
voice of my beloved” (Song of Solomon
2:8). In Psalm 119 there appear repeated
expressions of love for the Word of God.
Here are some examples. “O how I love
thy law! It is my meditation all the day”
(v. 97). “Thy law do I love” (v. 113). “I
love thy testimonies” (v. 119). “I love thy
commandments above gold, yea, above
fine gold” (v. 127). “My soul hath kept thy
testimonies; and I love them exceedingly”
(v. 167). Some of us read the Scriptures
before we were saved, but we didn’t love
them, even though we may have found
them interesting. We may have even
spoken in defense of the Bible before
its detractors, intellectually, as a sort of
debate, or out of loyalty to what we were
taught as children. But oh, when one is
born again, and enters the family of God,
his heart attitude toward God’s Word
becomes one of love, trust and delight.
Then he can say with the poet,
O Book of wondrous depths and heights
And glories ever new,
Which in ten thousand various lights
Brings Jesus into view,
O who would leave the Fountainhead
To drink the muddy stream
Where man has mixed what God has said
With every dreamer’s dream.
But we shouldn’t say we love it if we don’t
read it, meditate on it, believe it and walk
obediently in its light. Psalm 1:2 describes
the blessed man as one whose “delight is
in the law of the LORD, and in his law
doth he meditate day and night.” This is
not the same as merely doing our daily
Bible reading, from tradition or obligation
– in case we’re asked, “Have you done
your Bible reading today?” Routine and
obligation can be learned and fulfilled, but
delight is in the heart. Love of God’s Word
is a well-placed love. Some people say they
love cars, sports, or other things. It is easy
to tell because when they speak freely,
what they love comes out. In this world
where so many people love things of no
eternal value, the true believer stands
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out and shines like a light in a dark place
because he loves God and His Word.

Love the Truth

A third well-placed love is love of truth.
2 Thessalonians 2:10 foretells the ultimate
doom of those who “received not the love of
the truth, that they might be saved.” Truth is
what God says. Tradition is not necessarily
truth. It is easy and comfortable to love
our opinions, traditions and preferences,
and consider them truth. But all must
be impartially tested by the question,
“What saith the Scripture?” (Rom. 4:3).
All preaching should be tested against the
truth, as did the Bereans with the apostle
Paul (Acts 17:11). “Let the prophets speak,
two or three, and let the other judge” (1
Cor. 14:29). Truth is not defined by what
our favorite speaker says, but what the
Scriptures say, and we should judge this
matter without partiality.
2 Timothy 4:3-4 warns that in the last
days many will not love the truth. “The
time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine” (v. 3). “And they shall
turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables” (v. 4). Liberals
and others loose from their doctrinal
moorings try to compartmentalize and
separate doctrine and practice. They
may give the outward appearance of
orthodoxy, but have strayed from the
truth. Sound doctrine, like the man in the
parable of the good Samaritan, has fallen
among thieves and suffered. Today many
subscribe to popular, widely accepted
and yet erroneous distinctions such as
“fundamental doctrines,” “secondary
doctrines,” and “non-essential doctrines”.
This allows them to define themselves as
conservative and biblical while holding
to a reduced set of biblical beliefs and
practices, and denying the rest. No such
distinctions are named in Scripture. Holy
Scripture is an indivisible entity. “Thy
word is truth” (John 17:17) is not the same
as “some of thy word is truth,” or “the
fundamental doctrines of thy word are
truth.” “All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable” (2 Tim. 3:16).
Our Lord declared, “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt.
4:4); not “by the fundamental truths” but
“by every word.” Just before His ascension
Christ commissioned His disciples to
go and make disciples of all nations,
“...teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matt.
28:19-20). To love the truth is to rejoice in

it, live by it, guard, defend and propagate
it. The psalmist exclaimed, “I rejoice at thy
word, as one that findeth great spoil” (Psa.
119:162).
1 John 2:4-5 shows the difference
between professed faith and real faith
that produces a loving obedience to God’s
Word. “He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him. But whoso
keepeth his word, in him verily is the love
of God perfected: hereby know we that
we are in him.” The link is undeniable,
for our Lord Himself said, “If ye love me,
keep my commandments” (John 14:15).
“He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me” (John
14:21). “If a man love me, he will keep my
words” (John 14:23). “He that loveth me
not keepeth not my sayings” (John 14:24).
Clearly our Lord spoke not of legalism,
but of love for Him and His Word, the
truth. May we take to heart the counsel
of Proverbs 23:23 “Buy the truth, and sell
it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and
understanding.”

Love the Brethren

A fourth well-placed love is brotherly love,
the love of fellow believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ. It is innate in the believer, for
1 John 3:14 states, “We know that we have
passed from death unto life because we
love the brethren.” When the Lord saves us,
He places us in His family. Ephesians 2:19
informs us that we are no longer strangers,
but fellow citizens with the saints, and of
the household of God. This is part of our
position in Christ. Yet brotherly love is to
be cultivated, exercised and expressed.
In John 13:34-35 our Lord said, “A new
commandment I give unto you, That ye
love one another; as I have loved you,
that ye also love one another. By this shall
all men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another.” Someone
called brotherly love the badge of the true
disciple. The apostles John, Peter and Paul
all wrote exhorting us to express brotherly
love. In 2 Peter 1:5-7 we are told to add
to our faith “brotherly kindness” (one
word in the original, the same translated
brotherly love, philadelphia). Therefore
cultivation and exercise of brotherly love
is our personal responsibility and an
important part of our Christian growth
and testimony. The Lord’s family is
important to Him and it should be to us!
In Acts 4:23 we read concerning the
apostles, “And being let go, they went to
their own company.” Their own company

was that of the believers. When released,
and allowed to choose, they chose the
saints, not those of the world. We are not
free to choose our friends with disregard
to the Scriptures, nor should we desire
to do so. Do our friendships show that
we cultivate the love of the brethren, and
prefer their company? 2 Timothy 2:22
advises us to “follow righteousness, faith,
charity, peace, with them that call on the
Lord out of a pure heart.”
We should love the Lord and His Word
enough to subject our friendships and
companionships to these guidelines. After
all, He knows best who our friends should
be. We may have many acquaintances
and co-workers in day-to-day life, in
studies and work, but the Lord’s people,
our brethren and sisters in Christ, should
be our preference and priority. Galatians
6:10 instructs us to do good to all men,
but “especially unto them who are of
the household of faith.” The saying goes,
“Charity begins at home,” and home for
the believer is the household of God.
In 1 John 3 the apostle John wrote
exhorting us to practice brotherly love
in the way we care for our brethren in
need. “Hereby perceive we the love of
God, because he laid down his life for us:
and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brethren. But whoso hath this world’s
good, and seeth his brother have need, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?
My little children, let us not love in word,
neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth”
(vv. 16-18). Brotherly love esteems others
more important than self (Phil. 2:1-5).
Brotherly love is a cause that has an effect.
It moves us to serve one another (Gal.
5:13). It moves us to have compassion and
be courteous one to another (1 Pet. 3:8).
Do we prefer our brethren, visit them,
pray for them, help and encourage them,
give to those in need, including the Lord’s
servants, and stand by them in difficult
times? “A friend loveth at all times, and a
brother is born for adversity” (Prov. 17:17).

Conclusion

May the Lord help us to cultivate and
express in daily life these loves that
are distinguishing marks of Christian
character, love of God, love of His Word,
love of the truth and love of the brethren.
None of these is found in the world, and
in these dark times may our light shine in
testimony to the One who has given us
new life and new loves.
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M

any years ago there was a
popular song which had as its
main theme, “accentuate the positive,
eliminate the negative.” Make no
mistake about it, in true Christianity
the accent is definitely on the positive,
and this is where it belongs in the
believer’s daily life, but the negative
cannot be eliminated. It is part
and parcel of God’s holy Word. For
example, Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
is gloriously positive in the avalanche
of truth it unfolds to the enlightened
heart, yet the negative is by no means
eliminated as highlighted by several
practical exhortations in 4:17-32 (eg.
“walk not as other Gentiles walk,” (vs.
17); “be ye angry, and sin not; let not
the sun go down upon your wrath” (vs.
26); “let him that stole steal no more”
(vs. 28); “let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth” (vs. 29;)
“and grieve not the Holy Spirit” (vs. 30)
As we enter another New Year, not
knowing what the future holds but
fully committing our way to Him
who holds the future, there are five
negatives we need to keep before us,
and not through the New Year alone
but throughout the entire course of
our pilgrim pathway in this earthly
scene.

1. Fear Not

To a sorrow-crushed Jarius the Lord
Jesus Christ said, “Fear not...” (Luke
8:50), and this is what He says to us
in all of life’s circumstances, be they
sunshine or shadow, and no less
so as we enter a New Year with its
uncertainties.
The San Francisco Chronicle Question
Man asked eight persons, “What do
you fear the most?” The first person
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said, “The day I have to die.” The second
said, “Being in an accident.” The third
stated that prayer and services took
care of his fears. The fourth replied,
“Getting old, with insufficient income.”
The fifth answered, “Losing my job.”
The sixth said, “Earthquakes.” The
seventh feared that Russia might
conquer us, while the eighth, and
last, feared for the rearing of her two
fatherless sons.
That the world today, as never before
in its history, is in the grip of all sorts
and kinds of fears cannot be denied,
but the Lord says to His people, “Fear
not.” Though I have never personally
counted them, it has been affirmed
that there are no less than 366 “fear
not’s” in the Bible, one for every day in
the year, including leap years.
The first “fear not” in the Bible is
found in Genesis 15:1. The Lord said
to Abram, “Fear not, Abram: I am
they shield, and thy exceeding great
reward.” The last occurrence of these
words is in Revelation 1:17, where the
Lord said to the Apsotle John (and we
include verse 18): “Fear not; I am the
first and the last; I am He that liveth,
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive
forevermore, Amen, and have the keys
of hades and of death.”
The Lord is the only One who can
perfectly remove fear from the human
heart and mind, and the secret of
realizing His perfect peace in all
circumstances is truly believing His
Word and acting upon it (see Phil. 4:67). If at any time we are tempted to fear
during this New Year, let us remember
His often spoken and commanded,
“Fear not,” words which bring true
comfort, strength, and peace if we will
but take them to heart.

2. Fret Not

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
David wrote, “Fret not thyself because
of evil doers, neither be thou envious
against the workers of iniquity” (Ps.
37:1), and a little further on in the same
psalm he continues: “...fret not thyself
because of him who prospers in his
way, because of the man who bringeth
wicked devices to pass... fret not thyself
in any wise to do evil” (vs. 7-8).
The words of Psalm 37 stand in
striking contrast to those of Psalm 35.
The latter psalm is full of fretfulness,
while the former hymn has as its
keynote, “fret not.” In Psalm 37 David
deals with the problem of the end of
the psalm he works out in detailed
contrast the ultimate destruction of
the wicked and the sure deliverance of
the righteous. It is wrong, harmful and
useless to fret. True, the Lord readily
hears the complaints of His people and
ministers consolation, but to be given
over to fretfulness is to be robbed of
His joy, strength and peace, and at the
same time manifest a lack of faith.
The positive secret of not fretting is
manifold, and it is given to us in the
injunctions of verses 3-7: “Trust in the
Lord”; “Delight thyself also in the Lord”;
“Commit thy ways unto the Lord”; and
“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for
Him.”
Though of small physical stature,
John Wesley was a man of amazing
energy and endurance. His continued
strength was undoubtedly owing in
large measure to his freedom from
care and worry. Said he: “Ten thousand
cares trouble me no more than ten
thousand hairs upon my head. I feel
and grieve, but fret at nothing.”
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4. Forsake Not

If I really trust Him
shall I ever fret?
If I do expect Him,
can I e’er forget?
If by faith I see Him
shall I doubt His aid?
If I really love Him,
can I be afraid?

3. Faint Not

In Galatians 6:9 the Apostle Paul
wrote: “And let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we shall reap,
if we faint not.” It is in view of the law
of “sowing and reaping” (vs. 7-8), and
following an exhortation on Christian
giving, that the apostle gives us this text
which is composed of a precept and a
promise. The promise is conditioned by
the important words, “if we faint not.”
The simple yet significant teaching of
this verse is that perseverance will win
the prize, IF we “faint not.”
Like the Galatians, we are prone, having
begun in the Spirit, to finish in the
flesh. The warning precept is against
discouragement, the tendency to lose
hope and give up in despair, not against
giving in to fatigue. Here, to faint
means to become lax in the discharge
of our Christian responsibilities as set
forth in God’s Word, and this, because
of one of Satan’s most effective tools:
discouragement. Midst the difficulties
and complexities of our modern age
it becomes very easy for Christians
to relax their efforts in carrying out
the will of God, especially when little
or no fruit is in evidence. But it is this
slackening of effort which Paul strikes
against in this text, at the same time
holding out a precious promise to
those who persevere.
A chaplain, seeking to minister to the
needs of a dying soldier, was requested
by the dying man to write to his former
Sunday School teacher. “Tell her,”
he said, “I die a Christian because of
what she taught me in Sunday School.”
Having forwarded the message to
the teacher, the chaplain received the
following reply: “Last month I resigned
my Sunday School class, for I felt my
teaching had been fruitless. And then
came the message from my former
pupil. My God forgive me for my
impatience and lack of faith.” She went
on in the letter to express her desire to
return to teaching, vowing by God’s
grace that she would not fail again in
this way.

The author to the Hebrews wrote: “Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching”
(10:25). The one particular way
whereby we can “exasperate” (this is
the meaning of “provoke” in vs. 24, and
it is the only “exasperation” permissible
to the believer) our fellow Christians
“unto love and good works” is by “not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another...”
The word saint in the New Testament
occurs only once in the singular (Phil
4:21), and even there the implication is
to all saints. Commenting on Hebrews
10:25, W. H. Griffith Thomas has
written: “Already there were Christians
who were withdrawing themselves from
their fellow believers, and isolation is a
certain danger and involves inevitable
weakness. While we are justified in
relation to Christ solitarily and alone,
we are sanctified in connection with
other Christians, and we shall never
know what it is to be a ‘saint’ unless
we make much of ‘the communion of
saints.’... Then, as at all other times,
‘Union is strength.’ ”1
Togetherness was a prominent feature
of the early Church (see Acts 2:42, 44,
46; 4:23, 32; 5:12-14; 11:26; 12:12; 20:7),
and so it ought to be among God’s
people today, for as then, so now, we
live in dark and difficult days.
One of the greatest hindrances to the
overall spiritual health and progress of
local assemblies today are numerous
professing Christians who frequent
the assembly only on Lord’s Day
morning, but who could be at the
other assembly meetings if they really
wanted to. Such fall far short of truly
carrying out Hebrews 10:25, and it
would appear that their Christianity
is more of a duty than a delight. May
our faithful God grant that in these
“perilous times” we all might manifest
that singular and steadfast devotion to
our Lord Jesus Christ which in truth
honors and glorifies Him.
Let’s remember: “United we stand,
divided we fall.”

is within me, bless His holy name. Bless
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all
His benefits” (vs. 1-2). The sure antidote
to discouragement and depression is
to quietly and thoughtfully count our
blessings. The Lord is gracious, in that,
He has not asked us to “remember
all His benefits” but to “forget not all
His benefits.” It would be impossible
to remember them all, and David has
beautifully expressed this in Psalm
139:17-18: “How precious also are Thy
thoughts unto me, O God! How great is
the sum of them! If I should count them,
they are more in number than the sand:
when I awake, I am still with thee.”
The next time we are tempted to pout,
let’s try praising.
It was out of just such an experience,
no doubt, that Johnson Oatman, Jr.
wrote his well-known hymn, “Count
Your Blessings”.
When upon life’s billows
you are tempest-toss’d,
When you are discouraged,
thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings,
name them one by one,
And it will surprise you
what the Lord hath done.
Are you ever burden’d
with a load of care?
Does the cross seem heavy
you are called to bear?
Count your many blessings,
ev’ry doubt will fly,
And you will be singing
as the days go by.
When you look at others
with their lands and gold,
Think that Christ has promis’d
you His wealth untold,
Count your many blessings,
money cannot buy
Your reward in heaven,
nor your home on high.
So amid the conflict,
whether great or small,
Do not be discouraged,
God is over all,
Count your many blessings,
angels will attend,
Help and comfort give you
to your journey’s end.
FEAR NOT, FRET NOT, FAINT NOT,
FORSAKE NOT, FORGET NOT.
Let’s keep these needed negatives
continually before us throughout
this New Year and until life’s earthly
sojourn is over.

Filled with a sense of the Lord’s
lovingkindness, David begins Psalm
103 with a burst of praise: “Bless the
Lord, O my soul: and all and all that

Endnote:
1. Let Us Go On, pg. 134

5. Forget Not
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Dear Master, for this coming year
Just one request I bring:
I do not pray for happiness,
Or any earthly thingI do not as to understand
The way Thou leadest me,
But this I ask: Teach me to do
The thing that pleaseth Thee.
I want to know Thy guiding voice,
To walk with Thee each day.
Dear Master, make me swift to hear
And ready to obey.
And thus the year I now begin
A happy year will beIf I am seeking just to do
The thing that pleaseth Thee.
- Author Unknown

