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A Sober Read

very Christian should read some
Church history. The Pilgrim
Church by E.H. Broadbent (available
from Gospel Folio Press at www.
gospelfolio.com) is a worthy choice
of a book giving a good overview
of the history of the church from
the Day of Pentecost to the last
century. At times the reading may
be difficult as we are confronted
with unfamiliar places and people,
some with unpronounceable names,
yet the cumulative effect of reading
the entire history gives one a sober
perspective on the church.
There has been times when earnest
believers suffered horrible treatment.
Many were tried and convicted by
the state for crimes such as owning
a Bible in their own language,
remembering the Lord without state
church officials, practicing believer’s
baptism by immersion, rejecting
church authority and man-made
traditions while accepting only the
authority of scripture.
Consider the case of believers known
as the ‘Waldenses’ who during the
12th to 14th centuries suffered at the
hands of the Roman Catholic church.
Here is the account from The Pilgrim
Church:
“Regular individual reading of the
Scriptures, regular daily family
worship, and frequent conferences
were among the most highly-prized
means of maintaining spiritual life.
These saints would take no part in
government; they said the apostles
were often brought before tribunals,
but it is not ever said that they sat as
judges.
They valued education as well as
spirituality; many who ministered
the Word among them had taken
a degree at one of the universities.
Pope Innocent III (1198-1216) bore
a double testimony to them when
he said that among the Waldenses
educated laymen undertook the
functions of preachers, and again,
that the Waldenses would only listen

to a man who had God in him.
The comparative peace of the
Waldensian valleys was broken
when, in 1380, Pope Clement VII sent
a monk as inquisitor to deal with
heretics in certain parts. In the next
thirteen years about 230 persons were
burnt, the goods of the sufferers being
divided between the inquisitors and
the rulers of the country. In the winter
of 1400 the scope of the persecution
was enlarged, and many families took
refuge in the higher mountains, where
most of the children and women and
many men died of cold and hunger.”
Page 121, 122
Or consider this from the days of
Wycliffe:
The translation of the Bible had its
due effect, and great numbers came
to acknowledge it as the only guide
for faith and conduct. Various views
prevailed as to different points, but
there was general agreement as to the
authority of Scripture, and the ruling
Church was denounced as apostate
and idolatrous.
The first to suffer at the stake after
the law was enacted for burning
heretics was William Sawtre (1401),
a Norfolk rector. The House of
Commons presented petitions to
Henry IV asking for the diversion of
the surplus revenues of the church to
useful purposes, and the modification
of the laws against Lollards. His
answer was to sign a warrant for
burning Thomas Badly, a tailor
of Evesham. This man, accused of
denying transubstantiation, after
giving a courageous defense of his
belief before the bishop of Worcester,
was tried in St. Paul’s Church before
the archbishops of Canterbury and
York and many of the clergy and
nobility, and was burnt at Smithfield.
A leader among the Lollards was
Sir John Oldcastle, Lord Cobham,
a distinguished soldier. His castle of
Cowling was a refuge for the travelling
preachers, and meetings were held
there, in spite of their being forbidden
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under severe penalties. Henry IV did
not venture to interfere with him,
but as soon as Henry V came to the
throne he besieged and captured the
castle and took its owner prisoner.
He escaped from the tower, however,
and was able for some years to elude
pursuit, though many others were
taken and executed, including thirtynine of the Lollard leaders. When Sir
John was finally captured in Wales he
was burnt, the first English nobleman
to die for the faith.
After his death, a law was passed
that whoever read the Scriptures in
English would forfeit land, chattels,
goods, and life, and be condemned
as a heretic to God, an enemy to the
crown, and a traitor to the kingdom;
that should have any benefit of
sanctuary and that, if he continued
obstinate, or relapsed after being
pardoned, he should first be hanged
for treason against the king, then
burned for heresy against God.” Pages
141, 142
Could such days arise again?
Ominous signs suggest they could.
Christians in many parts of the world
are facing similar conditions. These
are not the days to be halfhearted
Christians. This is not the time to
be on the fringe of our local church
fellowships. If there ever was a time,
it is now, to be whole hearted and
fully committed to the work of your
local assembly. Jettison all from your
life that stands in the way of you
and your family being one hundred
percent committed to your fellow
believers. This is not the time to be
complaining about trivial things
in our fellowships. No longer can
we afford to absent ourselves from
meetings, nor neglecting time in
Bible study and prayer. We cannot
risk the lukewarm faith that tries to
live in the world and in the church.
When persecution arises we need to
be whole hearted for Christ.
Church history is a sobering read.

Brian Gunning | St. Catharines, Ontario
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Just For Today
Lord, for tomorrow and its needs,
I do not pray;
Keep me, my God, from stain of sin,
Just for today.

Let me be slow to urge my will,
Prompt to obey;
Help to mortify my flesh,
Just for today.

Lo, for tomorrow and its needs,
I do not prayBut keep me, guide me, love me, Lord,
Just for today.

Let me both diligently work,
and duly pray;
Let me be kind in word and deed,
Just for today.

Let me no wrong or idle word
Unthinking say;
Set thou a seal upon my lips,
Just for today.

		- Anon.
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But it has only one great Head,
one Shepherd, one chief Bishop,
the Lord Jesus Christ. He alone by
his Spirit admits the members of
this church, though ministers may
show the door. Till he opens the
door no man on earth can open it,
neither bishops, nor presbyters, nor
convocations, nor synods. Once let a
man repent and believe the Gospel,
that moment he becomes a member
of this church. Like the penitent
thief, he may have no opportunity to
be baptized; but he has that which
is far better than any water baptism,
the baptism of the Spirit. He may
not be able to receive the bread and
wine in the Lord’s Supper; but he
eats Christ’s body and drinks Christ’s
blood by faith every day he lives, and
no minister on earth can prevent
him. He may be excommunicated by
ordained men, and cut off from the
outward ordinances of the professing
church; but all the ordained men in
the world cannot shut him out of the
true church.
It is a church whose existence does
not depend on forms, ceremonies,
cathedrals,
churches,
chapels,
pulpits, fonts, baptistries, vestments,
organs, endowments, money, kings,
governments, magistrates, or any act
of favor whatsoever from the hand
of man. It has often lived on and
continued when all these things have
been taken from it; it has often been
driven into the wilderness or into
dens and caves of the earth, by those
who ought to have been its friends.
Its existence depends on nothing
but the presence of Christ and his
Spirit; and they being ever with it,
the church cannot die.
This is the church to which the
scriptural titles of present honor and
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here is the one true church?
What is this one true church
like? What are the marks by which
this one true church may be known?
Such questions may well be asked,
and here are some answers.
The one true church is composed
of all believers in the Lord Jesus.
It is made up of all God’s elect, all
converted men and women, all
true Christians. In whomsoever we
can discern the election of God the
Father, the sprinkling of the blood of
God the Son, the sanctifying work of
God the Spirit, in that person we see
a member of Christ’s true church.
It is a church of which all the
members have the same marks.
They are all born of the Spirit; they
all possess “repentance towards God,
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ,”
and holiness of life and conversation.
They all hate sin, and they all love
Christ. They worship differently and
after various fashions. Some worship
with a form of prayer, and some with
none; some worship kneeling, and
some standing. But they all worship
with one heart. They are all led by
one Spirit; they all build upon one
foundation; they all draw their faith
from one single book, the Bible. They
are all joined to one great center,
Jesus Christ. They all even now can
say with one heart, “Hallelujah”; and
they can all respond with one heart
and voice, “Amen and Amen.”
It is a church which is dependent
upon no ministers upon earth,
however much of it values those who
preach the Gospel to its members.
The life of its members does not
depend upon church membership,
baptism, and the Lord’s Supper,
although they highly value these
things, when they are to be had.

privilege, and the promises of future
glory, especially belong. This is the
body of Christ; this is the flock of
Christ. This is the household of faith
and the family of God. This is God’s
building, God’s foundation, and the
temple of the Holy Spirit. This is
the church of the first-born, whose
names are written in heaven. This
is the royal priesthood, the chosen
generation, the peculiar people, the
purchased possession, the habitation
of God, the light of the world, the
salt, and the wheat of the earth. This
is the “Holy Catholic Church” of the
Apostle’s Creed; this is the “One
Catholic and Apostolic Church” of
the Nicene Creed. This is that church
to which the Lord Jesus promises,
“the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it,” and to which He says “I
am with you always, even unto the
end of the world” (Matt. 16:18, 28:20).
This is the only church which
possesses true unity. Its members are
entirely agreed on all the weightier
matters of the faith, for they are
all taught by one Spirit. About
God, Christ, the Spirit, sin, their
own hearts, faith, repentance, the
necessity of holiness, the value of
the Bible, the importance of prayer,
the resurrection, and the judgement
to come - about all these points they
are of one mind. Take three or four of
them, strangers to one another, from
the remotest corners of the earth;
examine them separately on these
points and you will find them all of
one judgement.
This is the only church which
possesses true sanctity. Its members
are all holy. They are not merely holy
by profession, holy in name, and holy
in the judgement of charity; they
are all holy in act, deed, reality, life

and truth. They are all more or less
conformed to the image of Jesus
Christ. No unholy man belongs to
this church.
This is the only church which is
truly catholic. It is not the church
of any one nation or people; its
members are to be found in every
part of the world where the Gospel
is received and believed. It is not
confined within the limits of any
one country, or pent up within
the pale of any particular forms
or outward government. In it
there is no difference between Jew
and Greek, black man and white,
Episcopalian and Presbyterian, but
faith in Christ is all. Its members
will be gathered from north, south,
east and west in the last day, and
will be of every name and tongue,
but all one in Jesus Christ.
This is the only church which
is truly apostolic. It is built on
the foundation laid by apostles,
and holds the doctrines which
they preached. The two grand
objects at which its members aim
are apostolic faith and apostolic
practice. They consider the man
who talks of following the apostles
without possessing these two things
to be no better than sounding brass
and tinkling cymbal.
This is the only church which is
certain to endure unto the end.
Nothing can overthrow and
destroy it. Its members may be
persecuted, oppressed, imprisoned,
beaten, beheaded, burned; but the
true church is never altogether
extinguished. It rises again from its
afflictions; it lives on through fire
and water. The Herods, the Neros,
the bloody Marys have labored in
vain to put down this church; they
slay their thousands, and then pass
away to go to their own place. The
true church outlives them all and
sees them buried each in his turn.
It is an anvil that has broken many
a hammer in this world, and will
break many a hammer still. It is a
bush which, often burning, is yet
not consumed.
This is the church which does
the work of Christ on earth. Its
members are a little flock, and
John C. Ryle | Home in Glory

few in number compared with
the children of the world, one or
two here, and two or three there.
But these are they who shake
the universe; these are they who
change the fortunes of kingdoms by
their prayers. These are they who
are active workers for spreading
the knowledge of pure religion and
undefiled; these are the life-blood
of a country, the shield, the defense,
the stay and the support of any
nation to which they belong.
This is the church which shall
be truly glorious at the end.
When all earthly glory is passed
away, then shall this church be
presented without spot before
God the Father’s throne. Thrones,
principalities, and powers upon
earth shall come to nothing; but
the church of the first-born shall
shine as the stars at the last, and
be presented with joy before the
Father’s throne in the day of Christ’s
appearing. When the Lord’s jewels
are made up, and the manifestation
of the sons of God takes place, one
church only will be named, and
that is the church of the elect.
Reader, this is the true church to
which a man must belong, if he
would be saved. Till you belong to
this, you are nothing better than a
lost soul. You may have countless
outward privileges; you may enjoy
great light and knowledge. But if
you do not belong to the body of
Christ, your light, knowledge, and
privileges will not save your soul.
Men fancy if they join this church
or that church and go through
certain forms, all must be right
with their souls. All were not Israel
who were called Israel, and all are
not members of Christ’s body who
profess themselves Christians.
Take notice, you may be a staunch
Episcopalian, or Presbyterian,
or Independent, or Baptist, or
Wesleyan, or Plymouth Brother,
and yet not belong to the true
church. And if you do not, it will be
better at last if you had never been
born. “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
thou and thy house” (Acts 16:31).

“That the trial of your faith,
being much more precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it
be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honour and
glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ.” 1 Peter 1:7

I

f the trial you are passing
through shows you your own
foolishness and your need of
wisdom from God; Shows you
how weak you are and how
you need His grace; Makes you
search your own heart to be
sure that it is right with God;
Softens your heart and makes
you willing to do anything
God asks; Humbles you so
that you honestly believe other
Christians are more Holy than
you are; Leads you to blame
yourself, before blaming others;
gives you more sympathy for
others in trouble; tends to
make you complain less, and be
more thankful for the blessings
you have; cools your love for
this world and increases it for
Heaven; forces you to look for
help in the bible, and burns
some passage into your heart;
Drives you often to prayer; Cuts
away all your self confidence and
forces you to put all your trust
in Christ; then the trial has been
worth while. – S.S.T.
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eal men of prayer are not often
found, especially in this busy,
fast-moving, “jetomic” age, which
age an anonymous wit has summed
up as follows: “Hurry, worry,
and bury.” Yet, in every period
of man’s hectic history, God has
always had those who have spent
much time in secret communion
with Him, even to this very hour.
Apart from such prayer warriors
the Church of Jesus Christ would
be virtually powerless. If we but
knew what we owe as believers to
the ceaseless intercession of our
Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus
Christ, coupled with the faithful
intercession of men and women
of God, surely we would afresh be
driven to our knees in true praise
and thankfulness to our Lord, at the
same time availing ourselves more
often of the priceless privilege of
prayer.
Epaphras was a man of prayer and
though his Bible biography is brief
we are reminded of the fact that
“little is much when God is in it.”
Tradition relates that James, the
half-brother of the Lord Jesus, was
called “Camel Knees” because of
his calloused knees as a result of
long hours spent in prayer, and
Epaphras might well be thought of
as another “Camel Knees” of the
Bible.
Actually, two outstanding things
characterize Epaphras, the first
being:

1. His Faithful Service

It is apparent that Epaphras
was brought to know Christ as
Page 4

his Saviour and Lord sometime
during the period of Paul’s three
years’ ministry at Ephesus (Acts
30:31). Following his conversion
experience, he was called by God
to take the Gospel of Christ to
the unevangelized. In one sense,
this is the call and responsibility
of every true believer. Engaging
in the primitive missionary work
committed to him, Epaphras took
the message of the Gospel of God’s
grace to Colossae, then sometime
later visited the Apostle Paul who
had been imprisoned at Rome. The
favorable report which he brought
to Paul was a source of joy and
encouragement to the beloved
apostle, and later he was sent back
to Colossae bearing Paul’s letter to
the saints of that city.
The
Holy
Spirit’s
sterling
commendation of Epaphras is both
searching and challenging. First of
all, from Philemon 23, he is seen
at one time to have been a “fellow
prisoner in Christ Jesus” with Paul
himself. William R. Nicholson
has suggested that Epaphras and
Aristarchus may have alternated
as the apostle’s fellow-prisoners,
Epaphras being such while “The
Letter to Philemon” was written
and Aristarchus serving in the same
capacity while Paul’s “Letter to the
Colossians” was written. Whatever
the circumstances may have been
it was indeed an honor to have
been linked with Paul as a fellow
prisoner in the Lord. Secondly,
linking himself with the Colossian
Christians, Paul refers to Epaphras
as “our dear fellow servant” (Col.

1:7). Though such service was often
toilsome, tiresome, and tearful,
what a blessed relationship this
was, something which Epaphras
must have truly cherished. Thirdly,
Paul refers to Epaphras not only
as “a faithful minister of Christ,”
(Col. 1:7), but as “a servant of
Christ,” (Col. 4:12), the words
“minister” and “servant” having the
same root, doulos, which means
“bondslave” (the same word is
used of Christ in Phil. 2:7). The
keynote struck in Colossians 1:7 in
regard to Epaphras’ service is that
he was “faithful.” How important
this is, especially in a day wherein
unfaithfulness abounds, and how
much steadfast service means in
the sight of God! “Moreover it is
required in stewards, that a man
be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). Are
you consistently faithful in reading
God’s Word, prayer, upholding
the Person and work of Christ,
witnessing, assembling yourself
with the Lord’s people, and in every
other aspect of the Christian life?
As a part of Epaphras’ faithful
service he had brought back a
true report of the Colossian saints’
“love in the Spirit” (Col. 1:8). His
declaration regarding the spiritual
health of these believers was not
exaggerated, minimized, or selfcentered. There are times when a
big question mark might be placed
over certain “glowing reports”
which are heard or read in these
days when it is so common to exalt
man and his attainments, and we
preachers in particular need to
be ever on our guard to “tell the
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truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth” when we are led to
give any report, either spoken or
written, concerning what God by
His grace has wrought. Selah.
We come now to the second
outstanding
characteristic
of
Epaphras and that which the Spirit
of God chiefly underscores through
Paul’s pen - namely:

2. His Fervent
Supplication

At least three significant things
keynoted Epaphras’ prayer life.
He was persistent: As the Apostle
Paul draws his letter to a close, he
reveals the persistency and the
faithfulness whereby Epaphras
prays for the Colossian Christians,
by saying, “...always labouring
fervently for you in prayers” (4:12).
In other words, there was no letting
up or letting down in his prayerful
remembrance of them (see 1 Sam.
12:13, Luke 18:1, Rom. 12:12, Eph.
6:18, Col. 1:3, 4:2, 1 Thess. 5:17,
Jude 20).
He was persevering: Epaphras
prayed things through. Prayer was
not a form, but a force in his life. As
conveyed by the words “labouring
fervently,” which are but one word
in the Greek text, he literally
agonized (agonizomenos, Greek) in
the presence of God, and this, for
others (4:12). How Christ-like this
man was (Mark 10:45, Luke 4:43,
23:35, John 10:16)! Paul uses the
very same word in connection with
his own prayers on behalf of the
Colossian saints (1:29, 2:1).
He was particular: Epaphras did
not pray sketchily, but specifically.
General petitions will only bring
general answers, but specific
petitions will bring specific
answers coupled with the blessings
which accompany such answers.
Epaphras’ particular petition on
behalf of the Colossian believers
may well be considered from a
three-fold standpoint. First of
all, he prayed that they might

“stand.” How important it is for the
people of God, individually and
collectively, to both stand and take
a stand (Acts 5:20, 1 Cor. 16:13,
Gal. 5:1, Eph. 6:13-14, Phil. 1:27,
4:1)! Much of the moral chaos,
confusion, and corruption in this
present age is directly traceable to
the fact that no stand is taken for
what is right and righteous. Next,
Epaphras prayed that the saints
might be “perfect” (1 Cor. 3:1,
Heb. 5:12-13), that is, “mature” in
spiritual life and growth. A good bit
of the trouble and division which
mars and marks God’s people
stems from spiritual immaturity.
Any thought of sinlessness is out
of the picture here. Such a state
this side of glory is impossible for
the believer in Christ, plus the
fact that the word for “perfect” is
never used in the New Testament
in regard to sinlessness. However,
those who are making progress in
the things of God should, while not
sinless, sin less. Finally, he prayed
that they might be “complete in all
the will of God,” that is, that they
might be fully assured in all their
associations with Him, of all that
He has promised and certified
through His Word that He is to
them, and of their union in Christ.
These things we learn by means of
our Lord’s revealed will through the
Scriptures, and such a petition only
serves to stress the importance of
reading the Word of God day by
day, as well as meditating upon it
(Col. 2:2, Heb. 6:11, 10:22).
In Colossians 4:13 the Apostle Paul
attests the “zeal” of Epaphras in
both service and prayer on behalf
of the Colossian saints, though
the emphasis is primarily upon his
prayer ministry, the word for “zeal”
meaning “labor,” “travail,” “pain” or
“anguish.”
It is related that during one of D. L.
Moody’s Atlantic Ocean crossings
a fire broke out in the hold of the
ship. A friend is reported to have
said to the famous evangelist. “Mr.
Moody, let us go to the other end

of the ship and engage in prayer.”
The heavenly-minded yet downto-earth Moody replied, “Not so,
sir; we stand right here and pass
buckets and pray hard all the time.”
Such truly reflects the spirit of
Epaphras and his ministry, a man
of God who may be looked upon
as one of the Elijahs of the New
Testament (James 5:16). God grant
that in these “last days” the Church
of Jesus Christ might be blessed
with many more prayer warriors
such as Epaphras was in his day.
Will you be one of them?
Even while preparing this article,
a letter came to me from a close
friend and fellow laborer in Christ,
assuring me of his prayerful
remembrance. Enclosed with his
letter was a copy of a poem which
serves as a fitting postscript to our
study of Epaphras. It was written
by Marianne Farningham and is
entitled, “Pray One for Another”:
I cannot tell why there should come
to me
A thought of someone miles and
miles away,
In swift insistence on the memoryUnless there be a need that I should
pray.
Too hurried oft are we to spare a
thought,
For days together, of some friend
away;
Perhaps God does it for us, and we
ought
To read His signal as a call to pray.
Perhaps, just then, my friend has
fiercer fight,
Some overwhelming sorrow or decay
Of courage; darkness, some lost
sense of right;
And so in case he needs my prayer,
I pray.
Friend, do the same for me; If I
unsought
Intrude upon you on some crowded
day,
Give me a moment’s prayer, in
passing thought;
Be very sure I need it; therefore pray.

W. Ross Rainey | Plymouth, MI
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eyond a doubt, biblical prophecy is
one of the most important subjects
in the Bible. The sheer weight of its
biblical references attest to this fact.
The return of the Lord is mentioned
in every book of the New Testament
except two. The return of the Lord
is mentioned in 211 chapters of the
New Testament, and prophecies
connected to the return of the Lord are
mentioned over 500 times in the Bible.
Nevertheless, many believers shy away
from the study of prophecy and are
confused as to what the Bible teaches
on the subject. Satan loves to confuse
and distract believers from the most
important aspects of biblical truth. This
is clear concerning prophecy. There are
more competing views of prophecy
than almost any other aspect of Bible
study. One of the most neglected, and
yet important, subjects of end times
prophecy is whether the church will go
through the tribulation. Many believers
have never considered this topic, yet
our view concerning it will determine
our understanding of salvation, the
security of the believer, and the finished
work of Christ.

The Calvinist View of the
Tribulation

Most Calvinist, Amillennial, and Postmillennial authors and Bible teachers
argue that the church will go through
the tribulation period. Older writers
such as George Eldon Ladd and Robert
Gundry have taught this view. Millard
Erickson, professor at Truitt Seminary,
TX, espouses this view in his book
Introducing Christian Doctrine, a
book that is a standard text in many
evangelical Bible colleges. Popular
reformed author Keith Mathison
argues for this view in his recent book
Page 6

Postmillennialism: Eschatology of Hope.
Recently, Calvinist radio personality
Harold Camping has espoused this
view in his radio broadcasts. Despite
the considerable education of these
men, these writers, in arguing their
view, weaken the statements of
Scripture concerning the severity
of the tribulation, the wrath of God
during the tribulation, and teach that
tribulation suffering is needed to purify
the church.

Suffering as Christians &
Suffering the Tribulation

Although the church has gone through
periods of great persecution and
undoubtedly may go through even
more intense suffering before Christ›s
return, we must assert that the Church
of Jesus Christ will not go through the
tribulation. We base our convictions
on the divine Word of God. We must
be clear that there is a difference
between suffering as Christians and
suffering during the tribulation period.
All Christians will suffer affliction, trial,
and tribulation in this world. It is a fact
of life and it is a truth of Scripture.
The Lord Jesus Christ said, “In this
world you shall have tribulation, but
be of good cheer, for I have overcome
the world” (John 16:33). Later in the
New Testament, the apostle Paul wrote
to Timothy, “All those who live godly
for Christ Jesus will suffer persecution”
(2 Tim. 3:12). However, this is a very
different thing than suggesting that true
believers will be subject to seven years
of intense, severe, divine judgment of
God during the tribulation period.

The Tribulation and the
Wrath of God
The severity of tribulation is mentioned

frequently in both the Old and New
Testaments. Matthew 24 tells us that
the suffering during the tribulation will
be the most intense the world has ever
known. “There will be great tribulation,
such as has not occurred since the
beginning of the world until now,
nor ever shall” (Matt. 24:21 NASV).
There will be dreadful persecution,
earthquakes, famine, wars, disease;
but the most severe judgment will be
the wrath of God that is brought to
bear upon the whole earth. The wrath
of God is poured out at the beginning
and throughout the whole tribulation
period. In Revelation chapter 6, at
the start of the tribulation, we read,
“The kings of the earth, and the great
men, and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men... hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks
of the mountains; And said to the
mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us, and
hide us from the face of Him that
sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb: For the great day
of His wrath is come; and who shall
be able to stand?’ ” (Rev. 6:15-17) The
divine wrath of God is mentioned
twelve times between chapters 6 and 16
of Revelation. We read that the wrath
of God will be poured out without
reservation, “...the wine of the wrath
of God, which is poured out without
mixture” (Rev. 14:10).

The Wrath of God and the
Church

The book of Revelation shows us in
graphic detail that the tribulation will
be a time when the divine wrath of God
is felt by the entire world. This aspect
alone is a proof that the Christians
will not go though the tribulation
period. Why might we say this? The
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Bible teaches that once a person has
been saved by faith alone in the Lord
Jesus Christ, he will never again suffer
judgment for his sins in this age of
grace or in the future tribulation
period. Romans comforts us, “Having
now been justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from the wrath of God
though Him”(Rom. 5:9). We read a little
later in Romans, “There is therefore now
no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus” (8:1). In 1 Thessalonians,
the apostle Paul encourages believers,
“Who raised his Son from the dead, that
is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath
to come” (1:10). This is an extremely
important point, for it touches on
our eternal salvation and the eternal
security of the believer. If Christians
are to bear in, some way, judgment and
divine punishment for our sins, then
the death of Christ on the cross was in
some way insufficient and inadequate.
The finished work of Christ is not
finished after all. Such a notion we
must reject completely out of hand.
The Lord Jesus Christ bore the full
wrath of God for us once for all on the
cross. It has been rightly said, “Christ
bore the wrath of God without mercy
that we might enjoy the mercy of God
without wrath.” Respected leader and
former pastor of Park Street Church,
in Boston Harold J. Ockenga (19051985), correctly states the case: “The
church will endure the wrath of men,
but will not suffer the wrath of God...
Pre-tribulation rapturists identify the
tribulation with the wrath of God. If
this can be proved, we must believe
that the church will be taken out of the
world before the tribulation, for there
is no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus.”1

The
Tribulation
Revelation 3:10

and

The most important single passage
concerning the tribulation and the
church is Revelation 3:10. The Lord in
His letter to the church of Philadelphia
promises that He will remove the
church before the tribulation period.
He states: “Because you have kept
the Word of my patience, I will keep
you from the hour of testing which is
about to come upon the whole world,
to test those who dwell on the earth.”
The phrase “keep you from” in a very
important. It means I will “keep you
out of ” - the Lord will keep believers

in Christ from the tribulation period
which will test the whole world. The
Lord does not merely say “I will keep
you from or through the testing which
will try the whole earth.” The Lord says
specifically “they will be kept from the
hour” that shall try the whole world.
This promises that the church will
be removed from the event of the
tribulation period that shall come
upon the whole earth. It is one thing
to be kept through the trial, violence,
and suffering of war and it is another
thing to be kept out of the time of war
itself. This is what the Lord Jesus Christ
is telling His church: “I will keep you
from the time of the tribulation period.”

The Tribulation and the
Bride of Christ

A number of Calvinist leaders insist
that it is important for the church to go
through the tribulation period because
this time of judgment and testing will
purify the bride of Christ. Indeed, the
Lord has used testing to chasten and
purify His people in the past. Israel
was tested for 400 years in Egypt. He
also used the forty years of wilderness
wandering to test His people. However,
is there any indication that the Lord
will use the future 7-year tribulation
period to purify the church, the bride
of Christ? Ephesians chapter 5 tells
us, “Christ loved the church and gave
Himself for it; that He might sanctify
and cleanse it by the washing of water
by the Word, that He might present it
to Himself a glorious church, not having
a spot or wrinkle or any such thing,
but that it should be holy and without
blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27). The
purification of the bride of Christ will
be done by the Lord in this age before
the rapture of the church. When the
rapture takes place the church will be
sanctified, purified, and made glorious
by the ministry of Christ alone. The
tribulation will not be needed for this
work; the purification will already be
complete.
Harry Ironside once remarked, “Will
the Lord have His bride endure famine,
persecution, beatings, imprisonment,
earthquakes, torture and then usher
her to heaven for the Marriage Supper
of the Lamb, in a bruised, broken and
soiled condition - her veil torn and
wedding garment soiled?” Never. The
bride of Christ will already be in a
spotless and blameless condition, ready

for her Savior at His coming!

The
Tribulation
Imminency

and

The writers of the New Testament stress
the “any-moment” coming of the Lord
Jesus. Theologians call that doctrine
“Imminency.” The apostle Paul writes,
“Looking for that blessed hope and
appearing of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). James says,
“Be patient, strengthen your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is at hand”
(James 5:8). The implication is that the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ would
be soon and that this coming would
deliver suffering believers from their
oppressors. This coming of the Lord
would also deliver believers from the
wrath to come (1 Thess 5:9), the Great
Tribulation. The Lord Jesus says in Luke
21:36, “...that you may escape all these
things and stand before the Son of Man.”
Respected author James Montgomery
Boice (1939-2000) writes: “According
to the Post-millennial view, the church
of Jesus Christ will go through the great
tribulation. Nevertheless, this view is
impossible for the simple reason that
it makes meaningless the arguments
of the apostle Paul. Paul was arguing
for the soon return of Christ. This is
to be the major source of comfort for
suffering believers. If Christ was not to
come until after the great tribulation,
then there is little comfort in the Lord’s
return.” 2

Conclusion

The Bible sets forth the seven-year
tribulation period as a time of divine
judgment upon Israel, Gentiles, and
Christendom. Yet, the church will be
delivered from this time of judgment
because she is the redeemed, sanctified,
and purified bride of Christ. During the
interim, the church awaits the shout of
the Savior, the voice of the archangel,
and the trumpet of God. “Behold, I come
quickly” (Rev. 3:11). Perhaps today!

Endnotes

1 Harold J. Ockenga, “Will the
Church go Through the Tribulation?
Yes.”, Christian Life, February, 1955
2 James Montgomery Boice, The Last
and Future World, (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 1974), pp. 41-42
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Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, do not cease to give thanks for you,
making mention of you in my prayers: that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding[c] being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope
of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power
toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

W

illiam Randolph Hearst, the newspaper magnate,
was an art collector. It is said he was looking for
a particular painting. He sent an agent to look for it
in Europe but it could not be found. Sometime later,
while going through a warehouse, a helper discovered
it! He had the painting all the time and did not know it.
In 1995 a reclusive Anne Schreiber died at the age of
101. She had amassed through investments 22 million
dollars. She lived very frugally not allowing herself to
live in an extravagant way. When she died she left the
22 million to Yeshiva University.
One had wealth and didn’t know it; the other had
wealth and didn’t use it! Every believer is wealthy in
spiritual blessing. We have been blessed with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.
(1:3) After describing our salvation from the Divine
perspective in verse 3-14 the apostle Paul now gives
thanks to God for the believers and prays that they will
have spiritual insight.
It is worth noting that this prayer is not concerned with
our health or our wealth! It, as all of Paul’s prayers, is
spiritual in nature. Alexander MacLaren an English
writer has helpfully pointing out that “A man’s prayers
for others are a very fair thermometer of his own
religious condition. What he asks for them are largely
what he thinks is best for himself.”
Verses 15-16 is a reminder to us that the true marks
of a spiritually prosperous local assembly is not the
number of believers, not the material or physical
assets, not its social status or multiplied activities. It is
a growing faith and love among the saints.
The main lesson of this striking prayer is that spiritual
understanding, insight and appreciation comes
through fellowship with God. (Vv. 17-18)
Since the Holy Spirit is the illuminator of the Word, Paul
is praying that the Holy Spirit will give us revelation
Page 8

(general illumination) and spiritual insight (specific
enlightenment) into the great realities of verses
1-14. He wants them to perceive it for their personal
experience. (V. 17b) The word “spirit” is translated
differently in some versions. This would refer more to
a disposition or attitude. But it is the Holy Spirit who
gives this spirit of wisdom and revelation.
The Holy Spirit’s purpose for us is that we grow in
our knowledge of God. This kind of knowledge is
not so much intellectual knowledge but experiential
knowledge. While we should be growing in knowledge
about Him here Paul is concerned about our fellowship
with Him. William Griffith Thomas suggests that this
knowledge “refers to the deep, growing, ripening
consciousness which comes from personal fellowship
with Him.” Knowing and loving the Lord Jesus leads
to a true appreciation of spiritual truth revealed in the
Scriptures.
As we come to know Him better in fellowship the eyes of
your hearts will be enlightened. (18a) The “heart” here
refers to our understanding. The word “enlightened”
means “to receive greater understanding.” cf Eph. 3:9;
Heb. 6:4; 10:32; Rev. 22:5. As we walk obediently to
Him our minds receives better understanding, our
emotions are moved toward the truth and our will is
enabled to obey.
The purpose of our spiritual enlightenment is so that
we may know the hope of your calling. (V. 18b) We
will grow in our appreciation and focus on what God
has prepared for those in the future life to which He
has called them. Col. 1:5. Fellowship with Him will
strength our hope in what God has promised to us in
our calling. We are to know, appreciate and live our
lives influenced by this hope.
We will grow in our appreciation of the fact that God
considers us to be His inheritance. (V. 18c) God’s
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inheritance on earth is not silver or gold but His
people. Because of Calvary we are His possession.
This could be a reference to our resurrection when we
receive our final redemption from the presence of sin.
His inheritance on earth will become His inheritance
with Him! Paul describes this as “the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints.”
Our fellowship with Him will enable us to know better
the exceeding (super abounding) greatness of His
power. (Vv. 19-23) He wants us to know the power
that is available to each believer in his walk here on
earth. This is the same power can was demonstrated
in the in the Resurrection, Exaltation and Dominion
of the Lord Jesus. (20-23).

Some Lessons:

1. Spiritual Understanding is a matter of the heart and
not the intellect alone. (17b-18a) Our knowledge can
be barren. Pascal said, “earthly things must be known to
be loved; but spiritual things must be loved in order to
be known.” “Proper understanding of spiritual realities
is not dependent on our having a keen intellect but a
tender heart. It is a matter of affections as well as the
mind. God’s revelations (illuminations) are given to
those who love Him.” - Wm. MacDonald “The seeing
eye sees best by the light in the heart that lies.”
2. Natural education and training does not in and of
itself insure spiritual insight. This reinforces the first
point. The NT clearly teaches we are to use our minds.
But it is also true that spiritual perception is not in
direct proportion to one’s education or knowledge.
“Many whose natural education and intellectual
opportunities have been slight have had this spiritual
perception in an uncommon degree, and it always
marks the spiritually ripe Christian. It is not the one
who intellectual knowledge is critical, scholarly, and
profound, but he whose spiritual insight is suffused
with grace, love and fellowship. This does not mean
that natural knowledge or culture is to be despised or
avoided as evil, but the two kinds of knowledge should
be carefully distinguished.” – W. Griffith Thomas .
3. The Capacity to understand spiritual truth comes
at conversion and deepening insight is dependent on
personal fellowship with the Lord Jesus. We should
give ourselves to meditation and study of God’s Word
but do so out of love for our Savior. As we focus on
Him, the Spirit of God illumines our mind and heart.
cf. 2 Cor. 11:3.
4. Fellowship with Christ enables us to gain a fresher
appreciation and perception of truths that we know.
We begin to “see” the truth as we walk in fellowship
with Christ. “Wisdom” gives insight into the true
nature of things. Cultivating our fellowship with Him
involves at least three things: Time, Talking and Trust.

Dealing with sin so that we walk in moral agreement
with Him.
5. Spiritual insight is one of the greatest safeguards
against spiritual error. Many struggles in the Christian
life are resolved. In the natural mind man cannot
understand the existence of God, His eternal attributes,
the miracle of the Resurrection, the Ascension of
Christ, and His Work in heaven. “This illuminated
heart is one of the choicest blessings of the spiritual life
and one of the greatest safeguards against spiritual
error.” I Jn. 2:20; 5:20. Many of the problems of the
spiritual life are solved only in this way.
I once read a story about a woman who began reading
a book written by an author she had never heard of.
She found the book rather boring and did not finish
reading it. Sometime later she learned that this author
was coming to her town and would be speaking at
the local high school. Since she recognized his name,
she decided to attend the lecture. Afterwards she
was introduced to the author. A relationship was
established and later they were married. Now she
picked up the same book and began to read it again.
But this time she found the book engaging. Why?
Because she knew author.
The greatest privilege for the believer is to walk in
fellowship with Him. It results in the Lord becoming
more “real” to us, gives us a Biblical viewpoint, results
in a pattern of victory in our lives and gives us a growing
appreciation of the hope awaiting the believer.
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E

verywhere they can be seen, heads
bobbing, shoulders pointing, toes
tapping, fingers drumming. They
come in all sizes, shapes and styles.
Male or female, young or old, they
can be found almost anywhere,
jogging in the park, sitting in the
airport, on the way to school, or
just gazing out there-somewhere.
They have one thing in common,
those little earphones, attached by
an umbilical wire to a miniature tape
recorder fastened to a belt or tucked
in a pocket.
Their musical interest may vary from
Brahms to the most raucous beat of
hammering Rock. Of course there
are spiritual songs and even the
beauty of the spoken Scriptures to be
heard by this device, so it can’t be all
bad-can it?
Well, one has to wonder whatever
happened to silence? Are we afraid
of it? Don’t we know what to do in
the silence? Think? Remember?
Meditate? These can be troublesome
exercises for some. So, “click,” on
goes the music, up goes the volume,
and the product of other minds and
voices pour into the lifelong memory
banks of the brain. But is silence
really silent?
I knew a brother who would take
his grandchildren into the woods,
sit them on a stump and tell them
to “listen to the silence.” He’d ask
them what they heard. Their first
answer was “Nothing.” But soon they
began to pick up a gentle symphony
of seldom-noticed sounds. The
crackling of twigs, the ruffling of the
breeze through the leaves, the buzz
of a passing insect, even the beating

of their own hearts. So even in the
“silence” we can learn that there is a
sound to stillness.
Elijah discovered this. He had won a
victory at Carmel and the fire from
heaven testified who was the true
God and who was His servant. Then
there was Jezebel, who threatened
the prophet with death on the
morrow. The record states, “When
he saw that, he arose and went for
his life.”
The Lord met him at Horeb and
called him to stand on the mount.
Then came the great wind, an
earthquake, and a burning fire. But
the Lord was not in these. Then we
read “after the fire a still small voice”
or, “the sound of a gentle stillness.”
God had worked by fire at Carmel,
but in spite of this, there was still no
revival in Israel. “When he saw that…”
(not heard that-for Elijah wasn’t
afraid of wicked Jezebel; he was
discouraged at the lack of response
to God) he fled “for his life.” Not to
save his life in fear, but lay it down
as finished, useless and hopeless in
despair. Then the Lord taught him
that in spite of the fact that nothing
appears to be happening, God
was there in the “sound of a gentle
stillness.”
So it seems, for some well-intentioned
but mistaken believers today, that if
there is no “activity,” no “excitement,”
no outward display, they think God
is not at work and all is at a standstill.
Instead of the quietness of faith that
can listen to the “still small voice,”
up jumps the agitated flesh that
endeavors by novel programs, new
methods, and worldly presentations,

to produce an artificial earthquake,
a bombastic wind, and a strange fire
to get the attention of the people and
make it appear that God is at work.
God is indeed at work but quietly,
in the individual lives of the saints.
He is at work in the silent tear of
the sorrowing, the quiet handshake
of a restored brother, the sigh of
the longing soul, the prayers of
intercessor, the burning of the
midnight oil to discover the gold of
God in His Word, and especially in
the hidden growth of strengthened
spirits that silently root ever deeper
into the love of Christ.
Dear weary servant, because God
is not shaking and burning and
blasting, it does not mean He is not at
work. His mightiest works have been
done in the silence. Behold Calvary’s
three dark hours. If your work is not
growing as you think it should, and
you have done your part faithfully,
it may be the time of the quiet work
of God out of sight, rooting and
grounding the saints in love.
Resist the temptation to follow
those who crave for crowds, talk
“excitement,” organize big affairs,
advertise, magnetize, socialize. Don’t
be afraid of the silent times.
Speak, Lord, in the stillness,
While I wait on thee;
Hushed my heart to listen
In expectancy. – E. May Grimes
Editor’s Note: J. Boyd Nicholson
was the second editor of Counsel
Magazine until the year 2000 when
he was called to be with the Lord.

J. Boyd Nicholson | Home in Glory
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s we read through scripture,
we discover that the Holy
Spirit has been careful to preserve
the ‘last words’ of many men of
God before they left the scene.
For example Moses, 1 Jacob, 2 The
Lord Jesus, 3 and the Apostle Paul,
4 were careful to leave ‘last words’
which imparted words of wisdom,
warning, assurance and advice
concerning the future, for the
benefit of following generations.
In our present study we wish to
consider the ‘last words’ of David
the Shepherd King of Israel .

The Last Words of David:

In this chapter, David was
reminiscing over his life of conflict
and conquest, days of rejection and
flight, days of suffering and sorrow,
and as he does so, he remembers
that in all of his trials, there were
those who stood by him, no
matter how harsh the conditions
or how fierce the opposition. Men
who fought on his side, and did
so valiantly. In this chapter he
rehearses what these men did, and
gives them his commendation for
doing so.
In a sense, this chapter is a
foreshadowing of the Judgment
Seat of Christ. There is no
condemnation in this chapter only
commendation. So it will be at
the Judgment Seat of Christ. The
question of sin, and recrimination
will never be raised, because the
sin of the believer has been dealt

with at the Cross, and will never be
mentioned again. However whilst
dealing with sin is not the subject
at the Judgment Seat of Christ,
the matter under review will be
our service, and we will received
reward or loss according to our
faithfulness to the Lord Jesus.

Surprises in this Chapter:

There are two surprises as we
read through this list of David’s
mighty men – there is one name
that is missing, which we would
have thought would be there, and
another name is there that we never
thought would have been - we refer
to the names of Joab, and Uriah the
Hittite.

Joab

Joab was the commander-in-chief of
David’s army, and had fought many
a battle on David’s behalf, bringing
deliverance to the nation of Israel
from their enemies. Why then is this
mighty man missing? The reason is,
that for all his excellencies, he was
a man who was harsh and bitter,
and who many a time took matters
into his own hands, in defiance of
David’s orders. A man whose selfish
ambition for power led him to
eliminate any form of competition
that arose for his position in the
nation. When Absalom usurped
the throne, David was forced into
hiding, and when the armies of
Israel went out to look for him, we
read ‘And the king commanded
Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying,

Deal gently for my sake with the
young man, even with Absalom….”
5 We remember how that Absalom
was riding on a mule, and as he
passed under a tree his long hair
became entangled in the branches,
and he was left suspended in midair. When Joab was told about this,
he took three darts, thrust him
through, and killed him, in defiance
of David’s instruction.6 We read ‘
…the king covered his face, and the
king cried with a loud voice, O my
son Absalom, O Absalom, my son,
my son!’ 7
When David grieved for Absalom
his son, Joab chastised him for
doing so, and told him to get up and
start acting King again. Joab also
slew Abner and Amasa, who were
being considered by David to take
over his job as commander of the
armies of Israel. So when it came
to the end of his life, David refuses
to give such a man any place in his
roll of honour even if he had some
great success in battle.
We take warning from this
omission, to learn that being
active in service and out-front in
leadership does not guarantee a
place of honour at the Judgment
Seat of Christ. Submission to the
Lordship of Christ, and our motives
in service will be the criteria used
to assess our place in heaven. Joab
would correspond to those whose
works will be burned up – who will
suffer loss - at the Judgment Seat.
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Uriah the Hittite

The other surprise is the very last
name on the list of David’s mighty
men – Uriah the Hittite. If ever
there was a man who was loyal to
David, it was Uriah. When Uriah
was on the battle field fighting
the Lord’s battles, David had an
affair with his wife Bathsheba. We
remember how that David tried to
cover his tracks by inviting Uriah
to come back from the battlefield
and spend time with his wife,
but although Uriah came back
from the battle, he refused to be
with his wife as long as the Lord’s
armies were in the field. David
then instructed Joab to put him
into the front of the battle where
he fighting was the fiercest, and
to withdraw from him so that he
would be killed – and he was. This
was murder by proxy. Afterwards,
when confronted by Nathan the
prophet, David repented with
bitter tears for his sin, and when he
comes to making up his honours
list, he recognizes the singular
devotion and loyalty of Uriah and
adds him to the list of mighty
men. In the final analysis, at the
Judgment Seat of Christ, there will
be those who have served loyally
and sacrificially, perhaps without
much appreciation, but the Lord’s
true assessment will be given and
such will be added to the honours
list of glory.

Varying Degrees
of Glory:

When David compiles his honours
list, he shows that not all belong to
the same category, and that there
are those who belong to a higher
degree of excellence than others.
For example as he closed his list
we are told that there were 37
men who belonged to this list of
honour. But within that 37, David
talks about ‘The first three.’ 8 Then
he speaks about ‘ the thirty’ and ‘
Page 12

three of the thirty.’ 9 So it will be at
the Judgment Seat of Christ. There
will of necessity be those who have
been closer to the Lord, and who
have served Him in a greater way
than others, and naturally, they will
receive a greater reward. Then there
will be others who have served, but
not the same degree, and they also
will be rewarded accordingly. We
see this reflected in the disciples of
the Lord Jesus. There was certainly
‘The first Three’ in that group –
Peter, James and John - who were
nearer to the Lord than the other
nine, and they shared moments in
the life of the Lord Jesus that the

of his heart, yet without any delay,
and without commandment, these
men risked their lives to minister
to the heart of David.
What would be the lesson for us
from this valiant deed of these
three mighty men? First, our Lord is
presently in exile ‘By the many still
rejected and by the few enthroned,’
and we have the unique privilege of
ministering to him in his rejection
- to meet the desires of his heart.
The question is – are we prompted
to do so by commandment, or
a sense of obligation, or do we
respond to the Lord’s desires and

others did not enjoy. In a sense we
should all strive to be in ‘the first
three.’ Bro. Boyd Nicholson used
to say, ‘The Lord has no favourites,
but He does have intimates.’

longings because of our affection
for him, that would go beyond the
call of duty? What these men did
arose from their love for David,
and their desire to please him..
By way of application, there are
many who can respond well to a
command or a direct request when
it comes to serving the Lord. Many
show themselves to be capable,
and do excellent service when
asked to do so, all of which is good.
But the highest form of service
is that which springs from our
affections, rather than response
to a command or request. This
voluntary response to the Lord’s
desires is best seen when we gather
to Break Bread. When we gather
to worship the Lord is looking for
a response from our affections
rather than a response rising from
a sense of duty. The Lord has
made us a ‘kingdom of priests.’
And as such he has expectations
for our voluntary giving. Giving

The Three of the Thirty:

Time would forbid that we deal
with all the mighty men mentioned
– that must wait until another
time. But we would like to look at
this group called ‘the three of the
thirty’ who did a great service for
David. David was at this time in
hiding from Saul who was trying
to kill him. He had retreated to the
Cave of Adullam, and a host of his
followers had joined him there, to
share in his suffering and hardship,
because they believed, whatever
the situation, David was still God’s
anointed King. One day David was
reminiscing about the past and he
said, ‘Oh that one would give me
a drink of the water of the well of
Bethlehem, that is by the gate.’ 10 It
wasn’t a command, only a yearning
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voluntarily has a higher value than
responding from a sense of duty or
obligation.

The Hindrances:

The garrison of the Philistines was
then in Bethlehem, and we are told
these men ‘broke through’ to get
that water for David. So it is when
we volunteer our worship. It means
getting through the barriers that
we put up in our minds. In early
Christian life, to rise up voluntarily
on Lord’s day to express affection
for the Lord Jesus, at the Breaking
of Bread is done with fear and
trembling, and even in maturity
there is always tension involved.
But if we are focussed on the
Lord and His love for us, and our
love for Him, like these men who
responded to David’s longing, we
will ‘break-through’ the obstacles

spoken from the head. So be
encouraged to ‘break through’ and
worship the Lord.
We should also note to whom these
men offered this water. When they
arrived they did not ask everyone
to gather round and share the
water. No! It was offered to David.
Just a word of caution here. The
brief reading of some verse of
scripture can be of value to fan the
flame of worship, but the time of
true worship isn’t intended to be
the place where we minister God’s
word to each other. Peter reminds
us that as a ‘Holy Priesthood
we offer UP spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.’ 11 We must
keep the direction in mind when
we come to worship and to offer
our affectionate appreciations to
our heavenly David, the Lord Jesus

poured it out before the Lord as a
‘drink offering’. David received this
great gift of appreciation, when
all of the world otherwise was
against him, and that added to his
appreciation of it.
In closing, our Lord is still in exile
- despised and rejected of men
- and he longs for the affection
and appreciation of his own to be
displayed. We would make a direct
appeal to our brethren to follow
the example of these ‘mighty
men’ and to be active in voluntary
expressions of worship that the
Lord so desires. Keep in mind, that
when David made up this list of
‘mighty’ men it was when his exile
was over, and he was now seated
on the Throne. Concerning the
Lord Jesus, although now despised
and rejected, ‘the crowning day is
coming by and by,’ and when he
sits on his throne, those who have
given their allegiance and their
sacrificial service to Him in the
days of his rejection - like these ‘
Three of the Thirty’ worshippers –
will receive the highest accolades.

Endnotes
to tell the Lord just how much
we appreciate him and love him.
Notice that from a human point of
view, what these men brought was
worthless - a few gallons of water but its value lay in the price these
men paid to get it, and the motive
that inspired them - their love for
him. So also, we must not assess
the worth of our worship before
offering it, and comparing it with
what others may have offered.
It is the Lord who puts value on
our worship and not men. Words
spoken from the heart are of more
value that words of eloquence

Christ. To quote brother Boyd
Nicholson who said ‘We do not
gather (at the Breaking of Bread) to
minister to the House of God, but
to minister to the Heart of God.’

David’s Appreciation:

When David received this gift
of water from the ‘… well of
Bethlehem, down by the gate,’
realizing what it had cost these
men to get it, he would not drink
it. David saw this simple seemingly
worthless offering in a different
light. He saw it as representing the
very blood of these men who had
risked their lives to get it, and he
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Deuteronomy
Gen. 49:1 - 33
John 13 – 17
1 & 2 Tim.
2 Sam. 18:5
2 Sam. 9-14
2 Sam. 19:4
2 Sam. 23:9 & 23
2 Sam. 23:23
2 Sam. 23:15
1 Peter 2:5
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