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Am I A Lukewarm Christian?

The only time the word 
“lukewarm” is used in the 

New Testament is in Revelation 
3:16. It is found in the Lord’s 
description of the church at 
Laodicea. Lukewarm describes 
the nauseating effect this church 
had on our Lord. He said, “So 
then, because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of my mouth.”  In 
light of the seriousness of this 
condition, it is worth asking, ‘Am 
I a lukewarm Christian?’
The word lukewarm is defined by 
W.E. Vine as “tepid, warm”. He 
goes on to say it was ‘the state 
of the Laodicean church, which 
afford no refreshment to the Lord, 
such as is ministered naturally 
by either cold or hot water.’ This 
is what the Lord Himself said, ‘I 
would that thou wert cold or hot.’
What is lukewarmness in the life 
of a believer and how can it be 
avoided?
Lukewarmness is a state of 
being indistinguishable from 
the surrounding environment. 
A glass of cold water left on the 
table for period of time becomes 
like the air around. Likewise a 
hot cup of coffee will reach the 
same room temperature if left in 
that environment. This is what 
characterized the Laodicean 
church. They were no different 
than the world around them. Is 
that the state of the church today? 
Have we lost our sense of being 
different from the world? Are we 
indistinguishable from it?  Are 
our lives governed by God’s call 
to be holy or are they governed by 

a desire to be accepted by worldly 
peers. A look at what consumes 
my thinking, time, money and 
affections will give me the answer. 
Lukewarmness is also a state 
of being independent. This too 
marked the Laodicean church. 
They said, ‘I…have need of 
nothing’. They completely lost 
their sense of dependence on the 
Lord. They were taken up with a 
worldly sense of security largely 
based on materialism. They could 
function quite nicely in their 
personal and church affairs and 
did not even know the Lord was 
not with them. They thought they 
were rich, but in fact they were 
poor. 
Prayerlessness is a sign of 
independence. It exposes a lack 
of awareness of need. Prayer is 
the exercise of needing the Lord’s 
power and wisdom. When we go 
without prayer we are echoing the 
words of the Laodiceans – ‘I have 
need of nothing’. This challenges 
our personal prayer life. Do I even 
have one? Do I demand of myself 
time alone with the Lord each 
day? Do I let lesser things remain 
undone if they are going to 
prevent my time in prayer? What 
about assembly prayer meetings? 
Why are they so poorly attended? 
And why are the prayers so 
small? Do we really think we can 
function without the Lord? Are 
the lost going to be saved merely 
through our effort and clever 
programming? Are believers 
going to grow, mature, develop 
by an environment that is merely 
socially enjoyable? Prayerlessness 

creates lukewarmness.
Lukewarmness is also an inability 
to see spiritual realities.  The Lord 
said that the Laodiceans were 
blind.  They could not see. They 
thought they could. They were 
unaware of their blindness. It is 
one thing not to know something. 
But it is far more dangerous not 
to know that we do not know.  
This church was going through 
the motions of big programs 
and activity. There were lots of 
the people. On the outside it 
appeared to be thriving. Yet the 
reality was far from it. And they 
could not see.  
How aware are we of our true 
spiritual condition?  There is a 
place for honest self examination 
before the Lord. This is not a call to 
be preoccupied with a morbid self 
introspection or to be overcome 
with our failures. But it is a call 
for a sober assessment before the 
Lord.  This accompanied by daily 
feeding on the word will give us 
clarity of vision.
Despite the gravity of the 
condition of being lukewarm, 
there was still hope for the 
Laodiceans. Over half the verses 
of Revelation 3:14-22 are taken up 
with the Lord’s prescription for 
recovery!  They are words full of 
hope and possibility even for the 
Laodiceans.
Am I a lukewarm Christian? It is 
worth asking the question. There 
is a remedy at hand for those who 
wish to be refreshingly hot or 
cold.

Brian GunninG |  St. Catharines, Ontario
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If He should come today,
And find my hands so full

Of future plans, however fair,
In which my Saviour has no share,

What would He say?

If He should come today,
And find my love so cold,

My faith so very weak and dim,
I had not even looked for Him,

What would He say?

If He should come today,
And find I had not told
One soul about my Heavenly Friend
Whose blessings all my way attend,
What would He say?

If He should come today,
Would I be glad-quite glad?
Remembering He had died for all,
And none, thro’ me, had heard His call,
What would He say?

-Grace E. Toy
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The second stanza in this servant 
song deals with the attitude of the 
nation of Israel towards God’s servant 
when He came. We can consider it in 
three parts:
1. How they responded to 
Him: 53:1 
“Who has believed our report? And 
to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed?” Many of the Jewish 
prophets might have felt that way 
about their ministry, but twice in the 
New Testament this text is quoted 
with reference to the Jews’ response 
to the Lord Jesus. 
John applies it to their rejection of 
His ministry. In His person and in 
the signs that He performed, the 
message went forth and the arm of 
the Lord was revealed in a powerful 
way, but towards the end of His 
ministry it was evident that the 
nation at large wasn’t convinced and 
we read, “Although He had done so 
many signs before them, they did not 
believe in Him, that the word of Isaiah 
the prophet might be fulfilled, which 
he spoke, ‘Lord, who has believed our 
report?…’” (John 12:37-38). 

Paul applies this prophecy to their 
rejection of the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus. Wherever Paul went it was 
his practice to preach first to the 
Jews, but for the most part they 
did not believe. For example, on his 
first missionary journey, the Jews in 
Antioch of Pisidia, “contradicting and 
blaspheming, they opposed the things 
spoken by Paul” (Acts 13:45). On 
his second journey, in Corinth, the 
Jews “opposed him and blasphemed” 
(Acts18:6). His third journey 
brought him to Ephesus where “some 
were hardened and did not believe, 
but spoke evil of the Way before the 
multitude” (Acts 19:9). Finally, when 
he arrived in Rome Jews listened 
to his gospel but “some disbelieved” 
(Acts 28:24). Certainly there were 
individual Jews who gladly received 
the message but, on all of his journeys 
as illustrated in these examples, the 
Jewish response was mostly negative. 
It is not surprising then that Paul 
should appeal to this text in Isaiah 
and write, “They have not all obeyed 
the gospel. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who 
has believed our report?’ ” (Romans 
10:16). 

2. How they saw Him: 53:2
While this stanza emphasizes how 
the Jews rejected the Lord Jesus, it 
also tells us how His Father saw Him: 
“For He shall grow up before Him as 
tender plant, and as a root out of dry 
ground.” When the Lord Jesus came, 
the nation of Israel to a large extent 
was characterized by dead legalism 
and formalism and there was very 
little there for God. All around was 
barrenness and dryness and yet out 
of that barren wasteland the Lord 
Jesus appeared like a tender shoot, 
full of life and vigour. What pleasure 
He must have brought to the heart 
of God as He grew up before Him! 
“Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature and in favour with God and 
men” (Luke 2:52). The climax came 
when He was baptized and His Father 
announced His delight in Him, “You 
are My beloved Son, in Whom I 
am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). God 
saw something very different and 
attractive about Him. 
It was somewhat similar with Jacob 
and his description of Joseph as “him 
who was separate from his brothers” 

(Genesis 49:26). Joseph stood apart 
from his brothers and their sinful 
conduct which was so offensive to 
him that he felt compelled to talk 
to his father about it. And “Israel 
loved Joseph” (Genesis 37:2-3). Of 
course his brothers didn’t share their 
father’s delight: they didn’t believe 
Joseph’s report when he told them 
of his dreams and they envied and 
hated him. So it was that God found 
joy and delight in the Lord Jesus but 
the nation as a whole didn’t share in 
this. As far as they were concerned, 
He had “no form”. That refers to His 
physical appearance (as in Isaiah 
52:14). Saul had “form”, standing 
head and shoulders above the people, 
and so he was the kind of person the 
people were looking for in a king. But 
there was nothing physically striking 
about the Lord Jesus. There was 
“no comeliness” about Him in that 
they didn’t see anything majestic or 
glorious or regal. Rather they saw “no 
beauty that we should desire Him”, 
not that there was no beauty there 
because He is “fairer than the sons of 
men” (Psalm 45:2). But they did not 
recognise it; He did not measure up 
to their expectations and wasn’t at all 
what they were looking for in their 
Messiah.

3. How they despised Him: 
53:3
Consequently, He was “despised 
and rejected by men.” This is strong 
language which we find elsewhere 
on the lips of the Lord Jesus, “I am a 
worm and no man, a reproach of man 
and despised of the people” (Psalm 
22:6). Again, He says that “they hated 
me without a cause” (John 15:25). 
John tells us that “He came to His own 
and His own received Him not” (John 
1:11). It was true at every level. He 
came to His own home, but His own 
brothers didn’t receive him (John 
7:5). He came to His own town, and 
His own townsmen didn’t receive 
him (Luke 4:29). He came to His own 
country, but His own people didn’t 
receive (Matt 27:20). He came to His 
own world, and His own creatures 

didn’t receive Him. Peter explains 
that the Lord Jesus is the living stone 
“rejected indeed by men but chosen 
by God and precious” (1Peter 2:4). 
He was also “a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief ”. We have 
glimpses of this when He wept at the 
graveside of Lazarus (John 11:33-35) 
and over the city of Jerusalem (Luke 
19:41), but more than anywhere else 
we see it in Gethsemane. Despised 
and rejected, fully aware of the 
attitude of the people towards him 
and of the ordeal that lay ahead of 
Him at Calvary, “He began to be 
sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then 
He said to them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful even unto death…He went 
a little further and fell on His face and 
prayed, saying, ‘O My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me…’ 
” (Matthew 26:37-39). These words 
“O My Father” are striking. There are 
eight recorded prayers of the Lord 
Jesus in the New Testament and six 
of them begin with the word “Father”, 
expressing the intimate relationship 
between the Lord Jesus and His 
Father. Significantly different was the 
cry of desolation on the cross when 
He said, “My God, My God, why have 
You forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). 
And different too is this prayer in the 
garden. “O My Father” expresses not 
so much His consciousness of His 
relationship with His Father but His 
anguish and distress. 
 “And we hid, as it were, our faces 
from Him; He was despised and 
we esteemed Him not.” It implies 
a turning away as from someone 
with a loathsome disease that is 
sickening to behold. When Joseph 
confronted his brothers in Egypt, 
they remembered how they had put 
him in the pit and subsequently sold 
him to the Ishmaelites: “We are truly 
guilty concerning our brother, because 
we saw the anguish of his soul when 
he pleaded with us; and we would 
not hear” (Genesis 42:21). They hid 
as it were their faces from him! The 
reason was that they “hated him” 
(Genesis 37:4); he had a dream and 
“they hated him even more” (Genesis 

37:5); he had another dream and 
“they hated him even more for his 
dreams and for his words” (Genesis 
37:8). The problem was twofold. 
On the one hand he exposed their 
sin by refusing to join with them. 
At the same time he announced his 
lordship and the prospect of their 
bowing before him. It was similar 
with the Lord Jesus. He was the very 
personification of love and grace and 
goodness and truth, yet they hated 
Him. He explains, “If I had not come 
and spoken to them, they would have 
no sin, but now they have no excuse 
for their sin” (John 15:22). By what 
He said and did, indeed by what He 
was, He revealed to them the truth 
about themselves (eg. John 8:34,44) 
and that was deeply offensive to 
them. Moreover, He made some 
remarkable claims about Himself 
(John 8:12,24,28,58) which called 
for a major change in their attitude. 
But they would rather not have been 
confronted with these things… and 
they despised Him. 
The tabernacle in the wilderness 
was nothing much to look at, with 
a rather drab covering of badgers’ 
skins. It wasn’t intended to impress or 
attract, but was designed to provide 
protection from the elements. 
There was no beauty there and the 
casual onlooker would not have 
been impressed. But the priest who 
went inside was confronted with 
something altogether different. He 
saw the boards overlaid with gold, 
the curtains of fine twined linen, 
the veil, the golden altar, the table 
and the lampstand. Everything was 
striking and beautiful and declared 
the excellence of the character and 
the ways of God. The casual onlooker 
had no idea but the one who went 
inside had a revelation of the beauty 
of the Lord. So it was that, as far as 
the nation was concerned, there 
was no form, no comeliness, and no 
beauty. But we who have received 
Him see Him quite differently and 
can identify with John, “We beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14). 

WiLLiam YuiLLE |  Markham, ON
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My wife and I pray together 
every morning for the 

members of our assembly and 
for a needy world as well as 
ourselves. It is a privilege the Lord 
has granted to us in these days, to 
engage with others in intercession 
and we are able to do so in a 
greater measure than ever before 
now that child rearing is long 
passed and increasing age has 
forced us into semi-retirement. 
We are learning that the things 
that happen to all as we go through 
the cycles of life may bring not 
only unwanted experiences but 
increased opportunities. For the 
Christian nothing is without 
purpose or meaning. F.W. Faber 
wrote: 
“Ill that He blesses is our good,
And unbless’d good is ill;
And all is right that 
seems most wrong,

If it be His sweet will.
I am sure that he did not write 
that without going through deep 
personal experience. There are 
thirteen verses preceding that 
climax to his thoughts on the 
will of God. One of them reads, 
“When obstacles and trials 
seem like prison walls to be, 
I do the little I can do, 
and leave the rest to Thee.”
Can we unravel the mystery 
surrounding a recent plane crash 
in Zambia when a missionary 
pilot and his wife were both 
taken home leaving two little girls 
orphans? Does that make sense 
to our way of thinking? In those 
last seconds before their plane 
hit those hydro wires, did they 
have time to make sense of what 
was about to happen? Of course 
not, neither do those who have 
hours, years or the rest of their 

lives to think about unanticipated 
and unwanted events; trials 
changing the course by which 
they had thought to travel home. 
We should only attempt to solve 
such riddles if we can plumb 
the depths of Calvary where the 
Father who had sent His unique 
and only Son to be the Savior of 
the world could also be the God 
who forsook Him when He most 
clearly was fulfilling His pleasure.
The torture of those three dark 
hours must eclipse all else and 
“sweeten every bitter cup” we are 
called to drink. In our darkest 
hours we cannot say we are being 
forsaken. Besides, His experience 
shows that “God purposed a crop”. 
As my wife was praying for the 
many people known to us who 
are going through deep waters, 
those words sprang to my mind 
as being true in everything saints 

encounter. There are trials that are 
the results of choices we made but 
now regret, others that have been 
forced upon us by the need or will 
of loved ones and so on. We may 
dwell on their imagined human 
causes, sickness, or the work of 
an enemy. It will do us no good. 
Instead, we should remember 
Joseph’s words, “You meant it for 
evil, but God meant it for good”, 
for He does indeed purpose a 
crop. The corn of wheat must fall 
into the ground and die, this was 
essential in the case of our Lord 
(John 12:24). It resulted in the 
rich harvest of Pentecost and goes 
on until He has brought all His 
loved ones home. He purposed a 
crop. Faith rises to grasp that as 
true for all who have entrusted 
themselves to His care and yet 
face the unexplained.
Scripture does support what we 
have said. It was Isaiah who spoke 
of the Lord as being like a wise 
farmer who, after sowing a variety 
of seeds knows how to bring each 
kind to fruition, using different 
methods and implements to 
bring this about. A cartwheel will 
not damage some while it would 
crush others. This knowledge, 
“comes from the Lord of hosts, 
who is wonderful (awesome) in 
counsel and excellent in sound 
wisdom.” Please do read carefully 

the prophets words for yourself 
in chapter 28 and verses 23-29. 
They will do you more good 
than anything we can say. After 
meditating along these lines I 
found a helpful application of this 
passage by Herbert Vander Lugt 
who illustrates “the way God deals 
with His children by citing three 
aspects of a farmer’s work. 
First, he declares that the plowman 
doesn’t continue breaking the 
ground indefinitely, but stops 
when it is ready for planting 
(v.24). Likewise, our trials are 
brought to an end as soon as they 
have accomplished His purposes 
in our lives. Then the prophet 
says that the farmer sows his seed 
with discernment, scattering the 
cumin but putting the wheat in 
rows (vv.25,26). This assures us 
that the Lord carefully selects the 
discipline especially suited to our 
particular need. Finally, Isaiah 
portrays the labourer threshing his 
crop. With extreme care he beats 
out the dill with a light stick, and 
strikes the cummin with a heavier 
flail. For the wheat he employs a 
wheel just heavy enough to avoid 
crushing the grain (vv. 27,28). Thus 
the Almighty uses the gentlest 
possible touch for our condition, 
never allowing an affliction to 
be greater than we can bear.” 
(Wm. Macdonald’s quote in The 

Believer’s Bible Commentary).
We also find help, as many have, 
in. reading a hymn of William 
Cowper who, it is thought, was 
subject to fits of depression. The 
following verses show he believed 
that God purposes a crop.
God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm.
Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never failing skill
He treasures up His bright designs
And works His sovereign will.
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage 
take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break
In blessings on your head.
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.
His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.
Blind unbelief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.
May the Lord help us to so 
believe and simply trust and obey, 
submitting all to His care. May 
the Lord help us to so believe.

COLin F. anDErSOn |  Stratford, ON
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When one enters a home 
he discovers there is a 

certain order maintained. If it is 
a Christian home, it is the man 
who is the authority and he will 
set the pattern. In God’s house He 
has the right to establish the rules 
of conduct. 
“...but if I am delayed, I write so 
that you may know how to conduct 
yourself in the house of God, which 
is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth” (1 
Tim. 3:15 NKJ). 
Notice the importance of the 
local assembly. It is God’s house, 
His dwelling, God’s assembly, His 
congregation. As such His Word 
is the ultimate authority. Since 
this is true our concern should 
be to know God’s Word and then 
obey it.
Paul was very strong in affirming 
that as he wrote to the churches 
he spoke with the authority of 
God (1 Cor. 14:37) His words then 
have the same authority as Moses 
or any of the prophets of old.

As he writes he states that these 
are the commands of God. The 
word “ought “is the Greek word 
dei and is a very strong word the 
same as used in John 3 of the 
new birth. “You must be born 
again.” This is not an option but 
a necessity. It might be translated 
“how one must conduct himself 
in the house of God.” These are 
not instructions then only for 
Timothy but for the whole church.
And yet most churches today 
disregard these instructions. 
After the first century and the 
passing of the apostles, churches 
began to drift away from the 
simplicity of the early churches. 
In time many had adopted the 
practice of having one man over 
a congregation called a bishop or 
overseer. And so the clergy and 
laity concept grew. The clergy 
were now the ones expected to 
teach, officiate at services and 
perform baptisms. The Roman 
Catholic Church has developed 
an elaborate hierarchy of Pope, 
cardinals, bishops and priests.

Most churches today have a 
clergy system with a priest or 
pastor over the church. The 
Lord’s warning against titles and 
a special clergy class are ignored 
(Matt. 23). The teaching about 
elders is misapplied to the clergy, 
if it is considered at all. And yet 
through the ages there have 
been groups that returned to 
the simplicity of those early days 
and have known the blessing of 
God (see The Pilgrim Church by 
Broadbent).
Moses was commended for 
following the instructions given 
him in building the tabernacle 
(Ex. 40). The tabernacle was a 
material structure and only lasted 
a few centuries Today as we labor 
to see souls saved and built into 
the house of God (1 Cor. 3) we 
are building an eternal temple for 
God. Let us then take seriously 
the instructions recorded in 
God’s Word. There is great joy in 
obedience. Remember these are 
the commandments of the living 
God.

DOnaLD nOrBiE |  Greeley, Colorado

In a world where believers are 
strangers and pilgrims the thought 

of heaven and home is a great hope 
and comfort. This world is not our 
home and there is something much 
better ahead for God’s people. As 
the old song says, “if heaven’s not my 
future home, Lord what will I ever 
do, my treasures are laid somewhere 
beyond the blue.” It is not just the 
place and all the joys associated but 
it is the person of the Lord Jesus that 
makes the destination compelling.
As presented in previous articles, 
our salvation is in three tenses. 
Justification is the past act that 
changes a sinner’s standing before 
God. Sanctification covers the present 
daily experience of the believer in 
living a holy life. Glorification is 
the prospect and will occur when 
believers are made into the image 
of Christ. In the New Testament the 
return of Christ, likeness to Christ 
and a home in heaven is the hope of 
the believer, 
Looking at these as to a believer’s 
position in Christ all three are true 
at the moment of salvation in that 
the past tense is used. In Romans 
5:1 ”having been justified”, 1 Cor.1:2 
speaks of those who “are sanctified”, 
and Romans 8:30 says, “whom He 
justified, these He also glorified.” 
Thus glorification is presented as a 
past act of God performed on the 

believer. Practically, justification and 
sanctification come to fruition when 
glorification takes place. 
Romans 8:28,29 say in part, “For we 
are saved by hope, but hope that is 
seen is not hope... but if we hope for 
what we do not see, then we eagerly 
wait for it with perseverance.” The 
hope of the believer is to see the 
Lord Jesus and to be changed into 
His likeness, 1 John 3:2. 
The word “predestined” is mentioned 
three times in the New Testament 
and is used on all three occasions 
of believers. It is never said that 
unbelievers are predestined. All 
those who are in Christ have been 
predestined to be made like Him. 
This is the consummation of our 
salvation, it is the destination in 
predestination, “to be conformed to 
the image of His Son,” Romans 8:29. 
There is almost universal agreement 
among believers regarding the 
future glorification of the saints. 
However there are some theologians 
that would hold a different point of 
view under the banner of Reformed 
Theology. The Reformed view of 
New Testament prophecy is referred 
to as “Preterist.” This theology holds 
that most New Testament prophecy 
was fulfilled in the first century 
primarily to do with the destruction 
of Jerusalem in 70 A D. Among 
those who hold this opinion some 

would be termed “Partial Preterists” 
while others would be called “Full 
Preterists.” A “Full Preterist” would 
believe that nearly all of New 
Testament prophecy was fulfilled 
in the first century which includes 
spiritualizing the return of Christ 
which they assert took place in 70 A 
D. This is claimed to be a return in 
judgment as opposed to in glory. The 
glorification of the saints happened, 
according to this view, at the same 
time.
The majority of those holding 
to Reformed Theology would be 
“Partial Preterists,” putting the 
glorification of the saints in the 
future. Dispensationalist are viewed 
as “Futurists” in that this theology 
holds that the prophecies of the New 
Testament are to be fulfilled in the 
future. Though there is agreement 
that glorification will take place, just 
about every other feature of prophecy 
held by “Dispensationalists” 
is denied. This would include 
events that happen along with the 
glorification of the saints and those 
that immediately follow.
Even among those who hold to 
“Dispensational Theology” the timing 
of this event is presented differently. 
The majority of dispensationalists 
hold to a “Pre-Tribulation” position 
but there are some who would 
advocate a “Mid” or “Post” trib. point 
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of view. “Mid-Tribs” would advocate 
that the church will be on earth until 
the start of the last half - the Great 
Tribulation. “Post-Tribs” think the 
church will experience the time of 
judgment poured out on the world. 
The view presented here is that the 
Rapture and the glorification of 
the saints takes place prior to the 
Tribulation period. This based on 
the promises of Christ, the presence 
of the Holy Spirit in believers and the 
purposes of God with regard to the 
church and Israel. The expectation in 
the New Testament is that believers 
are not only saved from sin but 
also from the coming wrath. (see 
1 Thess. 1:10; 5:1-11). There are no 
indications given as to how long an 
interval is between the Rapture and 
the start of the Tribulation. It may be 
very short but the glorification of the 
saints will have already taken place. 
The Glorification of the 
Savior
Fundamental and foundational to the 
believer’s future state is the current 
position of the Lord Jesus, at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. 
The resurrection is crucial in that 
apart from that fact our faith is futile 
and believers would have no hope. 
The exaltation of Christ also gives 
divine approval to the finished work 
of the cross and this brought Christ 
into His glory.
In Luke 24:26 the Lord Jesus spoke 
to the two about his suffering and 
subsequent entrance into glory. The 
writer of Hebrews presents Him as 
crowned with glory and honor, 2:9. 
The Lord Jesus has been given the 
highest place and a name that is 
above all names. He is at the right 
hand until His enemies are made His 
footstool. 
In His High Priestly prayer the Lord 
Jesus prayed “And now, O Father, 
glorify Me together with Yourself, 
with the glory which I had with you 
before the world was.” Later in the 
same prayer He refers to His desire 
that we might behold the glory that 
He has been given. (John 17:5, 24).
When we see the Lord Jesus He will 
not appear as the Man of Sorrows 

but as the King of Glory. In Titus 
2:13 glory is displayed by and in 
Him, “awaiting the blessed hope and 
appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” (JND). 
He will also be introduced to the 
world by the voice of God saying, 
“Behold the Man,” followed by the 
pronouncement that He shall bear 
the glory. (Zech. 6:12, 13). 
The fact that these things are true of 
Him give assurance that those who 
belong to Him will share in His glory. 

He is the first-fruits and the harvest 
will follow. We will appear with Him 
in glory when He comes for us.
The Glorification of the 
Saints
The Purpose:
The salvation that God provides for 
us will not be complete until His 
people are with Him in heaven and 
made like His beloved Son. Romans 
8:19 speaks of a future manifestation 
or revealing of the “sons of God.” This 
given in the context of hope and the 
anticipation of the glory that will be 
revealed. Peter likewise in 1 Peter 1:9 
presents the goal of our faith being 
the salvation of our souls. 
The very presence of the Holy Spirit 
in us is an indication our salvation is 
not complete. The Holy Spirit is the 
guarantee that a future redemption of 

the body will happen. The Spirit has 
sealed us for the day of redemption. 
(Ephesians 1:14; 4:30).
God intended that those that are 
saved by faith should ultimately be 
with Him in heaven. This is what the 
Lord Jesus prayed for with regard to 
us. This is why the Holy Spirit has 
sealed us. This what the Word of God 
assures us. The ultimate purpose of 
the Father is to populate heaven with 
those who are like His Son. 

The whole outworking of salvation 
is to the praise of the glory of His 
grace. Believers will be on display for 
all eternity as objects of His kindness 
and grace. This is what J.N. Darby 
had in mind in his beautiful hymn, 
And is it so I shall be like Thy Son?
Is this the grace which 
He for me has won? 
Father of glory, 
(thought beyond all thought!) 
- in glory to 
His own blest likeness brought.
Yet it must be: 
Thy love had not its rest 
were Thy redeemed 
not with Thee fully blest. 
That love that gives 
not as the world, 
but shares all it possesses 
with its loved coheirs.
Not I alone; 
Thy loved ones 

all complete in glory, round Thee 
there with joy shall meet,
all like Thee, 
for Thy glory like Thee Lord, 
object supreme of all, 
by all adored.

The Prospect:
The gospel not only presents 
justification: freedom from the 
penalty of sin; and sanctification: 
freedom from the power of sin; but 
also glorification: freedom from the 
very presence of sin. We are saved 
by hope and this hope is an integral 
part of the salvation that is received 
by faith. Along with faith and love, 
hope is one of three abiding realities. 
(1 Cor.13:13). 
Our hope is made secure by the 
presence of the Lord Jesus in heaven 
as the anchor for our souls. The hope 
is made sure by the promises of God 

in His word. This gives assurance to 
the believer and is what the “helmet 
of salvation” represents in Ephesians 
6. Hebrews 9:28 presents the return 
of Christ for those who are waiting 
for Him, this coming will not be to 
deal with sin but to bring salvation. 
That is, to bring completion to the 
work begun at His first appearing.
Heaven is presented as the goal of 
the Christian life. This current time 
of suffering will give way to eternal 
glory. The sorrows of this age will be 
replaced by the joys of heaven. Our 

eyes will see the King in His glory. 
(Is. 33:17). We will be like Him for 
we will see Him as He is. (1 Jn. 3:2). 
The troubles of this current age are 
seen as momentary and will give 
way to eternal glory. All believers 
will be presented faultless before the 
presence of His glory. (Jude v24). 
This will also lead to the presentation 
of the bride to her heavenly 
Bridegroom. 

The Process:
Glorification is among the initial acts 
that take place at the Rapture. The 
Lord Jesus comes to the sky, the dead 
in Christ will be raised and living 
believers will be caught up. This will 
happen in an instant, in the twinkling 
of an eye. This is not a process over 
time but a crisis that occurs in a 
moment. Instantaneously along with 
the return, resurrection and rapture 

glorification will take place. 
Paul by direct revelation from 
God explains: the dead are raised 
incorruptible, that which was sown in 
dishonor will be raised in glory, and 
what is sown in weakness is raised 
in power. The natural body is raised 
up as a spiritual body. At the same 
time those who are alive and remain 
will be changed from mortality to 
immortality. (1 Cor. 15:42-44).
This is when this wonderful 
transformation takes place. These 
lowly or earthly bodies will be 

changed to be like unto His glorious 
body. (Phil. 3:20,21). These bodies 
are designed for life here on earth 
and have been subject to the effects 
of sin. The transformed body is fitted 
for life above and will not be subject 
to decay and death.

The Product:
Glorification ushers the believer into 
the fullness of their salvation. This 
brings us into an “inheritance which 
is imperishable, undefiled, unfading, 
kept in heaven for you, who are kept 
by the power of God through faith for 
salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.” (1 Peter 1:4,5). This will be 
the “end of your faith - the salvation 
of your souls.” (1 Peter 1:11).
What was true positionally with 
regard to a believer’s standing will 
become true in perfection. At the 
moment of salvation each one is 
declared to be “holy and without 
blame.” (Eph. 1:4). All became part 
of a “holy priesthood” and constitute 
a “kingdom of priests.” Morally, we 
will be made like Him. While the 
presence of sin and the possibility 
or potential to sin is true of us here 
below, this will be impossible on that 
day.
Another aspect of glorification 
will be a more full and complete 
knowledge. Paul states in 1 Cor. 
13:12 “now we see in a mirror dimly, 
but then face to face. Now I know in 
part, but then I shall know just as 
I am also known.” Knowledge will 
increase because faith will give way 
to sight and symbol to reality. 

The Presentation:
After the Tribulation period the 
church will be presented in glory. 
Psalm 45 depicts the presentation 
of the bride where all her glory is 
derived from the bridegroom. The 
bridegroom is the King and His 
desire is to see the beauty of His 
bride. The bride is seen in garments 
of glory and being brought into the 
King’s palace. The word given to her 
is, “because He is your Lord, worship 
Him.” (Ps. 45:11).
In Romans 8 all of creation is 
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groaning in anticipation of the day 
when the effects of the curse are 
removed. “For the earnest expectation 
of the creation eagerly waits for the 
revealing of the sons of God.” (Romans 
8:19). Though glorification takes 
place prior to the Tribulation it is 
only at the Revelation of Christ that 
the church will be presented.
This is seen in Revelation 19 where 
the reign of Christ is announced with 
these words, “Alleluia! For the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigns.” (Rev. 19:7). 
After this the announcement is “Let 
us be glad and rejoice and give Him 
glory for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and His wife has made 
herself ready.” (v8). In Revelation 
21 the bride is seen in association 
with the heavenly Jerusalem as she 
is viewed by the believers on earth 
who are entering into the Millennial 
Kingdom. 
Glorification is what happens to us 
but it is all for His glory. This will be 
seen as the culmination of the work 
of salvation. Believers are seen as 
having the glory of God. They are 
also seen in garments that are clean 
and bright and that are a result of the 
acts of righteousness done here on 
earth. That which was done for the 
glory of God will be visible in the 
wedding garments on that day.

The Point:
What is the practical aspect of this 
doctrine, that is, what should this 
mean to us today? All that is revealed 
about the future should have an 
effect on us in the present. One of 
the purposes of prophecy is that the 
“Daystar” might rise in our hearts. 
The fact it is in our hearts, as opposed 
to in the sky, speaks to a rising hope 
within us, the increased expectation 
of His coming. 
Another practical feature of 
prophecy and the rising hope is 
an increased desire for holiness. 
Everyone that has this hope in Him 
purifies himself even as He is pure. 
(1 John 3:3). Living in the light of His 
return will have an effect on personal 

holiness, which includes morality, 
integrity and a blameless walk. 
The observance of the Lord’s Supper 
is a constant reminder of what is to 
come. Though believers gather to 
remember Him there is the thought 
that it is only “til He come.” Like all 
the feasts God has ordained there 
is in this feast a backward look as it 
is in remembrance of Him. There 
is also the present reality as we 
worship and obey His word. There is 
also anticipation as it looks ahead to 
His return and with that great event 

comes the glorification of the saints. 
Glorification took place positionally 
at the moment of salvation. It will 
be effective in a perfect sense in a 
future day when we are made like 
Him. Day by day there should be 
movement in that direction. This is 
seen in practical sanctification which 
involves progression with believers 
becoming more like Christ. In 2 
Corinthians 3:18 it is said that this 
change is effected by the Holy Spirit 
and is from one degree of glory to 
another. 
The Lord Jesus in Ephesians 5 is 
seen working with or on His bride. 
He loved her and gave His life for 
her but He is also using the Word, 
the washing of water by the word, 
“that He might present it to Himself 
a glorious church not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, but that it 
should be holy and without blame.” 

(Ephesians 5:27).
The hope ahead should inspire 
us today. Paul spoke of this in 
Colossians 1;5 when he said “because 
of the hope which is laid up for you 
in Heaven.” The word “because” has 
the thought or sense of “inspired.” 
This then is the motivation for the 
features mentioned in verse 4, faith 
in Christ Jesus and love for the saints. 
The hope was the motivation for a 
vibrant faith and observable love in 
their lives. 
Positionally, glorification is a past 

completed act. Practically, there 
should be movement or growth 
in that direction day by day. 
Prospectively, it will be a reality 
“when we see Jesus.”
“Complete in Thee no work of mine 
may take, dear Lord, the place of 
Thine;
Thy blood hath pardon bought for 
me, and I am now complete in Thee.
Yea justified! O blessed thought! And 
sanctified! Salvation wrought!
Thy blood hath pardon bought for 
me, and glorified, I too shall be!”
-James M. Gray
“Now to Him who is able to keep you 
from stumbling, and to present you 
faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy, to God our 
Savior, Who alone is wise, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and forever. Amen.” Jude 
vv24,25

GarY mCBriDE |  St. Thomas, ON

In the events surrounding the last 
of the ‘signs’ of John’s Gospel – 

the raising of Lazarus, we get an 
insight into the heart and soul of 
the Word made flesh. It commences 
with the encounter that Martha 
had with her Master on the road 
as He approached Bethany. John is 
fulsome in the detailed discussion 
that took place and would indicate 
that all the while Martha was 
standing as they conversed. Her 
opening remark “Lord if thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not 
died” has the feeling of a rebuke. 
Whereas Mary, while she used the 
same words said them on her knees 
weeping in an attitude of adoration 
and worship. This attitude 
corresponds with Luke’s account 
of the Lord’s visit to Martha and 
Mary’s home. The former over 
wrought, complains that she is left 
alone to serve while Mary sat at 
His feet. The word ‘weeping’ used 
of Mary and those who were with 
her was really a wailing, customary 
of those times. Whereas the word 
used by Jesus means the tears were 
running down His face! Divine eyes 

shedding human tears.
The Gospel records that “when 
Jesus saw her weeping.... he groaned 
in the spirit and was troubled.” 
adding, as he approached the 
tomb, He “groaned within himself ” 
Groaning here has a particular 
signification. It means anger to the 
point of indignation. Many years 
ago a speaker, whose name I can’t 
recall, said this expression had in 
it the thought of the neighing of 
angry horses. In this connection 
It is interesting to note that in Job 
39:20-21 referring to the horse 
it says “the glory of its snorting 
is terrible”. Whether or not this 
can be attributed to “groaning” 
as referred to by John ,we cannot 
underestimate the intensity of 
anger in the Lord’s utterance. We 
might ask “Why so?”
When the Creator made man it 
was in His image, to have dominion 
over His creation. Now that man is 
a decaying corpse behind a stone 
in a tomb in the grip of death! 
Death was the outcome of sin. 
The arch enemy Satan had ruined 
God’s handiwork. Referring to 

this In the Gospel According to 
John by G. Campbell Morgan, he 
comments “All the wrath of God 
surged through Him, in the presence 
of human misery, resulting from 
human sin, the issuing of death and 
the breaking of human hearts”. He 
knew He had come to destroy the 
destroyer, but in that conflict there 
would be a cost. The adjoining 
words “and was troubled” means 
“troubled Himself ”. It is the same 
word as used in John 5:4 where it 
says “the angel troubled the waters” 
In other words, the waters rippled 
as though they were trembling. 
Does this indicate that the Lord 
physically trembled in the midst of 
His indignation? Again we ask, if 
so, why? Could it be that in order 
to bring Lazarus out of death to 
life, He, Himself would have to go 
in and encounter death to “defeat 
him who had the power of death , 
that is the devil, and to deliver them 
who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage.” 
(Hebrews 2:15)? The cost to Him 
would be enormous. He would 
make Himself responsible for the 
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sinner’s sin, “bearing them in His 
own body on the tree” 1 Peter 2:24. 
And in the darkness to utter the 
cry of abandonment “My God, my 
God why hast thou forsaken me?” 
Matthew 27:46. The very thought 
of it all caused Him to tremble! 
And what about those “tears?” They 
could hardly be those of sympathy, 
because He knew that very shortly 
He would remove the cause of the 
grief bringing joy instead of sorrow. 
It surely must be a prelude to those 
referred to in Hebrews 5:7 “...in the 
days of his flesh when he had offered 
up prayers and supplications, 
with strong crying and tears”. It 
is important to note that His 
groaning and troubling preceded 
His weeping.
When the group of mourners 
finally arrive at the tomb Jesus 
commanded them to remove the 
stone. When this was done, despite 
Martha’s protest we are told “Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said, Father, 
I thank thee that Thou heardest 
me....” His emotions now turn from 
earth to heaven and the language 
He used indicates a continuous 
perfect harmony with His Father. 
In other words, the Father was with 
Him all the way through as He now 
displays to the multitude His divine 
credentials “that they may believe 
that thou didst send Me”.
How wonderful and revealing in 
this ‘sign’, clearly indicating that the 
raising of Lazarus pointed forward 
to that great coming age when 
“God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes” (Revelation 21:4) and see 
the full accomplishment of Calvary 
and the amazing journey that our 
beloved Lord took so willingly 
in order to secure our eternal 
salvation.
We must not overlook one other 
specific reference to the Lord’s 
emotions. It is recorded for us in 
Luke 19:41-44; regarding the forth 
coming destruction of Jerusalem, 

“And when he drew near he saw 
the city and wept over it. Saying, If 
thou hadst known in this day, the 
things which belong unto peace! But 
now they are hid from thine eyes. 
For the days shall come upon thee, 
when thine enemies.... shall dash 
thee to the ground and thy children 
within thee, and they will not leave 
one stone upon another; because 
thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation” This last expression 
revives in our minds the truth as 
recorded in John 1:11 “He came 
unto his own (things) and his own 
(people) received him not.” William 
Mcdonald in his Commentary 

states ‘If the nation had recognised 
who He was they would have had 
peace, but now it was too late’ 
Luke tells us that as he approached 
the city from the Mount of Olives 
“the multitude of the disciples 
began to rejoice and praise God 
with a loud voice... Saying, Blessed 
is the King that cometh in the name 
of the Lord; peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest” All that they 
proclaimed was true but little did 
they realise that their King at that 
time had other thoughts, thoughts 
that pained His heart. From Olivet 

He had a panoramic view of the 
city with the beautiful Temple 
dominating the scene. Yes, it was 
the place of Divine choice described 
by the Psalmist in his Song of 
Ascents “Wither the tribes go up... 
to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord, peace be within thy walls, 
and prosperity within thy palaces...” 
Psalm 122.  But on this occasion 
Luke gives us an insight into His 
emotions. “As he drew near” 
LOVES APPROACH “he beheld 
the city” LOVES APPEAL “and 
wept over it” LOVES AGONY! Is 
it too much to postulate that as He 
stood there His heart was breaking?

We would do well to take time 
to contemplate with awe and 
wonder these scenes that reveal the 
emotions of our beloved Lord’s true 
humanity. But at the same time, to 
join with Isaac Watts as he reminds 
us of His ever abiding Deity.
With joy we meditate the grace of 
our High Priest above;
His heart o’er flows with tenderness,
His very Name is love.
He, when He sojourned here below,
Poured forth His cries and tears;
And though exalted, feels afresh,
What every member bears.

DrEW CraiG |  Belfast, Northern Ireland

In the last decade or two a new 
term has evolved in evangelical 

Christianity: the “unchurched.” Past 
generations used biblical concepts 
to describe humanity. Terms 
like lost, unsaved, unconverted, 
unrepentant, unbeliever, 
condemned, sinners, and non-
born again were preached. These 
words conveyed the person outside 
of Christ as guilty and under the 
wrath of God. Being dead in their 
sins they’re helpless and hopeless 
without any ability to change. 
Their only hope is salvation, being 
forgiven and born again with new 
life from God. Jesus Christ, the 
crucified and risen Lord, is the only 
means of this salvation. The church 
is simply to go out into the lost 
world and preach this good news of 
salvation in Christ. When anyone 
trusts Christ alone they then are 
added to His church.
But “unchurched” doesn’t convey 
this. It conveys experiencing 
church as the answer. It conveys the 
problem is a lack of understanding 
the church’s culture. And this is 
thought to be the church’s fault, 
not the sinners’. Adaptation is the 
focus, not salvation.
The first goal of this mindset 
is coming to church, not to 
Christ. But the dilemma is how 
to make the church of the holy 
God comfortable (fun, relaxing, 
educational, and relevant) to one 
who doesn’t love the Lord or have 
a new nature? And how can you 
make carnal (fleshly) believers at 
home in a spiritual house? You 
can’t! So rather than emphasizing 
conversion or repentance, which 

changes the person, you change the 
church.
It seems the question, “why is a 
person unchurched” is not thought 
through. It would be in most cases 
because they have no spiritual life 
or heart for God. But if you see 
church attendance as the solution, 
you begin to redesign the church 
for the sinner – in the name of 
“grace”. It subtly moves from God’s 
house to the people’s house. Then 
everything becomes fair game for 
change. It becomes something of 
man, by man, and for man. 
It brings the world to the church 
not Christ to the world. Its terms 
rarely offend. Being saved is 
replaced with, ‘to help people 
grow in a relationship with Jesus 
Christ’. But that is built on the 
faulty premise that all already have 
a level of relationship with God. 
Now experience, not repentance 
is the agenda. Mood music (with 
each special light bulb costing 
$600.00), focusing on relationships 
(me centered) instead of doctrine 
(God centered), and in a fearless 
fun setting is the style. The Spirit 
gives way to special effects. A 
personal experience of “Jesus” 
over interactive fellowship and 
accountability is in.
What is the Purpose and 
Character of the Church 
Meeting?
The purpose is God’s glory: “Unto 
Him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus”. The church is for fellowship 
in the remembrance of the Son 
in the Lord’s Supper. It’s for the 
building up of His body into Christ-
likeness and holiness. The Spirit, 

via a plurality of gifts, teaches 
“the apostle’s doctrine” along with 
prayers and songs offered to the 
Lord.
Its character is a “holy temple” and 
“the pillar… of truth”. So sinning 
believers are to be disciplined to 
preserve purity. Because of the 
deceptions of Satan truth is to 
be fought for to preserve unity. 
Headship with God’s different 
roles for men and women is to be 
the church’s order in a disorderly 
world. Thus a holy atmosphere is 
present for the Lord in His house. 
It is where all things are “of Him 
[the Lord], and through Him, and 
to Him.” 
{Some Scriptures for the truth of 
the above teaching. The gospel of 
salvation is to go into the world 
that is guilty and under judgment; 
Mark 16:15, Luke 24:47, Rom. 1:18, 
32, 3:19. The church for God’s glory 
where man should not receive glory: 
Eph. 3:21, 1 Cor. 1:29-31. The NT 
churches as a holy temple and pillar 
of truth: 1 Cor. 3:16, 17, 1 Tim. 
3:15. Where believers in sin are 
to be disciplined: 1 Cor. 5. Where 
truth is to be contended for: Jude 3, 
Eph. 4:12-15, Titus 3:10. Gathering 
for the fellowship in the Lord’s 
Supper: 1 Cor. 1:9; 10:16,17; 11:17-
34. Gathering with a plurality of 
brothers teaching and leading the 
assembly meeting via the gifts of the 
Spirit: 1 Cor. 12:7-12; 14:23-40. God 
headship role with the men orally 
involved and uncovered – and the 
women covered at times and silent 
in the church: 1 Cor. 11:1-16, 1 Cor. 
14:34-38. All things of God and for 
Him: Rom. 11:36}

ranDaLL amOS |  Oregon City, Oregon
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O thou of little faith,
God hath not failed thee yet!

When all looks dark and gloomy,
Thou dost so soon forget-

Forget that He has led thee,
And gently cleared thy way;

On clouds has poured His sunshine,
And turned thy night to day.

And if He’s helped thee hitherto,
He will not fail thee now;

How it must wound His loving heart
To see thy anxious brow!

Oh! Doubt not any longer,
To Him commit thy way,

Whom in the past thou trusted,
And is “just the same today.”

  -Author Unknown


